
 

ANTHEM:   “Choose Something Like a Star”  

  composed by Randall Thompson, poem by Robert Frost 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SERMON:  “The Fruit of the Spirit.”  Deacon Deb Streeter 

     Deacon Michael Dixon 

     Deacon Marge Brodhead 
 

“...the fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 

gentleness, and self-control.”  - Galatians 5:22 
 

*  RESPONSE: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD OF GOD 

 

*  RECEIVING TITHES AND OFFERINGS.   
 One: God’s harvest is of thanksgiving and love. 

 All:  Let us return our thanks through our tithes and offerings. 
 

OFFERTORY:  “Allein gott in der höh sei ehr” JS Bach 
 

*  DOXOLOGY:  (to the tune of “All Creatures of Our God and King”) 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

 Praise Christ, all creatures here below.  Alleluia! 

 Praise Holy Spirit evermore.   

 Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Alleluia! 

   Maybe we will find ourselves, 

   And find old hurts or desires that are long dead, 

   And find the thousand feet of some urge or temptation that 

could carry us away in a heartbeat. 

All:  But it is only in the deepest dark that we can see 

   The tiny light that is always present,  

   That sliver that comes from an unknown place,  

   That sliver of light that gives us hope,  

   That sliver of light that looks a bit like grace. 

One:  It is only in the stillest silence that we can hear the whisper of 

mercy.  Let us enter into silence. 
     (the Rev, Beth Merrill Neel) 
SILENT PRAYER. 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON.  

 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST: 

 One:   The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 All:    And also with you. 
 

*  RESPONSE:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD OF GOD 
  

CHILDREN’S TIME.  Deacon Tom Owens 

Children who wish to go to Children’s Church can follow  
the teachers to their room.  Parents, please pick up your children  
from Children’s Church on the second floor following the service. 

 

*  HYMN #279:  “Come Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove” St. Agnes 
 

PROPHETIC LESSON: Amos 9: 11, 13-15 Deacon Rick Vaughan 
 

EPISTLE LESSON: Galatians 5: 16-18, 22-25   Deacon Betsy Mann 

 One:   The Word of the Lord.  

 All:   Thanks be to God! 

 

*  PRAYER OF DEDICATION.   Deacon Stella Martz 
 

*  AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:   Deacon Jeanette Miller 

 We believe that God is present in the darkness before dawn; 

 in the waiting and uncertainty where fear and courage join hands, 

 conflict and caring link arms, and the sun rises over barbed wire. 

 We believe in a with-us God who sits down in our midst 

 to share our humanity. 

 We affirm a faith that takes us beyond the safe place: 

 into action, into vulnerability and into the streets. 

 We commit ourselves to work for change  

 and put ourselves on the line; to bear responsibility, take risks, 

 live powerfully and face humiliation; to stand with those on the edge; 

 to choose life and be used by the Spirit  

 for God’s new community of hope. 

             (The Iona Abbey Book of Worship) 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    Deacon Kyounghee Han 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER. 

 

*  HYMN #36: “For the Fruit of All Creation” Ar Hyd Y Nos  
 

*  BENEDICTION.    Deacon Pam Hayes 
 

*  CHORAL AMEN. 
 

POSTLUDE:  Praeludium in C Major, BWV 545 JS Bach 

 

Please join us after church for Fellowship time! 
 

IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH: 
 

 

 

 Today in Adult Education: Gail Farnham, Suzy and Phil Courtney, 

Sandra Greene, and Pam Pospisil will do a presentation on 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and on the recent work trip to New 

Bern, NC.  They will share stories, impressions, pictures, and 

interpretation.  Join us in Dodds Hall, 11:25-12:25. 

 Yuletide Dinner tickets are on sale today after the worship service in 

the church narthex (Yuledtide Dinner Friday, December 13!) 

 Sign up to get the Good News Newsletter?  The Good News includes 

articles about the church’s work in the world, upcoming events, 

notes about congregational life, introductions to people and 

programs, devotional material and more.  Sign up on the friendship 

pads at the end of every pew, or by emailing the church: 

office@firstpresithaca.org! 

 Next Week in Adult Education: “Church Tradition and LGBTQ 

O Star (the fairest one in sight), 

We grant your loftiness the right 

To some obscurity of cloud – 

It will not do to say of night, 

Since dark is what brings out your 

light. 

Some mystery becomes the proud. 

But to be wholly taciturn 

In your reserve is not allowed. 

Say something to us we can learn 

By heart and when alone repeat. 

Say something! And it says “I burn.” 

But say with what degree of heat. 

Talk Fahrenheit, talk Centigrade. 

Use language we can comprehend. 

Tell us what elements you blend. 

It gives us strangely little aid, 

But does tell something in the end. 

And steadfast as Keats’ Eremite, 

Not even stooping from its sphere, 

It asks a little of us here. 

It asks of us a certain height, 

So when at times the mob is swayed 

To carry praise or blame too far, 

We may choose something like a star 

To stay our minds on and be staid.  



*   Sitting or standing is a matter of custom and preference but not a requirement.  You  

    are invited to participate in whatever way makes you most comfortable. 

 

PREPARATION FOR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

PRELUDE:  “Sonata in A Major”  Felix Mendelssohn
  

WELCOME.   Deacon Tom Owens 
 

*  CALL TO WORSHIP: based on Psalm 1. Liturgist: Geoffrey Lightfoote  

One:  Happy are those who have not walked in the counsel of the 

wicked, nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the 

seats of the scornful. 

All:   Their delight is in the law of the Lord, and on this law they 

meditate day and night. 

One:  They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit 

in due season, with leaves that do not wither. In all that they 

do, they prosper. 

All:  It is not so with the wicked; they are like chaff which the 

wind blows away. 

One:  Eternal God, in your loving wisdom you set us beside the 

fountain of life, like a tree planted by running streams. 

All:  Fill us with a love of your wisdom, that we may bear fruit in 

the beauty of holiness. 
 

*  HYMN #307: “God of Grace, and God of Glory” Cwm Rhondda  
 

LITANY OF CONFESSION:  Deacon Will Lloyd 

One:  We come now to confess together the ways we have sinned, 

despite our best efforts. 

All:  Confessing is like walking into a dark cave, seeing nothing, 

hearing nothing.  We do not know what we will find there. 

One:  Maybe we will find the bones of things long dead. 

   Maybe we will find the living wings of a bat, 

   or the thousand feet of some worm thing. 

   Maybe we will find the silence not at all quiet, but full of      

    unknown rustles. 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17:  Deacons Sunday 

 9:00 am Chancel Choir rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

 9:30 am Nursery opens (until 12:30am) 

        10:00 am  Worship (Sanctuary) 

        11:00 am Fellowship Time (Narthex) 

        11:30 am Adult Education 

    NO Youth Discussion this week—see you next week! 

    Youth Choir rehearsal (Choir Room) 
     

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18:  

  7:00 pm Small Group Discussion (Fireside Room) 

  7:30 pm Music Jam (Choir Room) 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 19: 

  6:30 pm Tai Chi (church narthex) 

  7:00 pm AA (Dodds Hall and Fireside Room) 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20: 

  all day —  Session Materials due 

  2:00 pm Women’s Bible Study 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21: 

  5:30 pm Yoga and Meditation (Fireside Room) 

  6:30 pm Community Game Night (Dodds Hall) 

  7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 

  7:30 pm Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation (Heritage) 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22: 

  8:00 am Men’s Breakfast (Kendal at Ithaca) 

 10:00 am Al-Anon (Fireside) 
 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23: 

  1:00 pm Youth baking pies (Chen residence:  

    18 Highgate Circle, Northeast Ithaca) 
  

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24: IN HONOR OF THANKSGIVING. 

 9:00 am Chancel Choir rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

 9:30 am Nursery opens (until 12:30pm) 

        10:00 am  Worship (Sanctuary) 

        11:00 am Fellowship Time (Narthex) 

        11:30 am Adult Education (Dodds Hall) 

    Youth Discussion (2nd floor Youth Room) 

    Youth Choir rehearsal (Choir room) 

The First Presbyterian Church of Ithaca 
www.firstpresithaca.org; email office@firstpresithaca.org; 272-2800 

315 N. Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850 
 

Senior Pastor: the Rev. Kirianne E. Weaver (kirianne@firstpresithaca.org) 

Pastoral Supply: the Rev. Cynthia A. Weaver, Ph.D. (cynthia@firstpresithaca.org) 

Director of Christian Education: Suzanne Scholten (suzanne@firstpresithaca.org)  

Organist: Ian Woods;  Choir Director: Stephen Spinelli, D.M.A. 

Business Manager: Kate Hubbs (M-Th, 1:30-4:30) 

Building Superintendent: Jim DuPay 

Custodian: William Josselyn 

For more info,  please visit our website at www.firstpresithaca.org 

and find us on Facebook:  First Presbyterian Church, Ithaca, NY. 

Our ushers this morning are Deacons:   

Michael Dixon, Harrison Faulkner, Will Lloyd,  

Stella Martz, Jeanette Miller, and Rick Vaughan. 
 

Our greeters are:  Marilyn Ewing, Janet Mara, Beth Patton. 
 

The Sanctuary candle for prayer is lit in honor of all those who welcome 

the Deacons visits, with love and gratitude. 
 

Fellowship Time snacks are potluck—bring something to share  

anytime, and carry it out when Fellowship Time is done! 
 

The Flowers for today’s service are given in gratitude for all  

the deacons who have served this congregation  

so faithfully through the years. 
 

We hold in our prayers:   

Alice Kelly; Martha Mapes; Gayle Park;  

Libby Patton; Jean Radice; Connie Scott and family; John Shortle;  

Bibs Warner; Sally Walker, as she travels for the memorial  

service of her brother, Daryl Gates; and Suzanne Scholten, as she travels 

for the memorial service of her uncle, Gary Bleeker. 

Inclusion: Revisiting the Patristic Era (100-500 AD)” will be led by 

James Nagy, newly elected member of Session.  

 Turkey Tuesday is going to be great!  Heather Lane is cooking and 

Susan Dean and Pam Hayes are leading the team effort.  Make sure to 

come and enjoy the feast — 5-6:30pm on Tuesday, Nov. 26th in 

Dodds Hall! 

 SAVE THE DATE:  March 29-April 4.  Join the Mission Work Trip in 

Spring of 2020 to New Bern, NC.  Talk to Gail Farnham or Suzy 

Courtney for more info! (weisprin@ptd.net; 

mscourtney228@gmail.com) 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF ITHACA 

N O V E M B E R  1 7 T H ,  2 0 1 9 :  D E A C O N S  S U N D A Y !  

Following Christ’s teachings, we 

are fully inclusive in member- 

ship and leadership. 
 

      A congregation proud  

                 to be PC(USA). 

315 N Cayuga St. 

Ithaca, NY  14850 

607.272.2800 

website: 

firstpresithaca.org 

THE NEW SPEAKERS ARE MOUNTED ON THE PEWS… 
But they aren’t turned on yet!   

When the day comes, we promise you will know! 


