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Dear Friends and Family of the First Presbyterian Church of Ithaca, 

 

We have so much good news to share!  

 

We hope that by now you have heard that we will begin in-person worship in our beautiful sanctuary 

on Sunday, July 11, 2021 at 10:00 a.m.! While we hope to see you all then, we know some may not yet 

feel comfortable being in a group of people, so we also will be livestreaming the service on YouTube, 

and it will be stored there for later viewing just as it is now.  

 

We are also happy to announce that the office staff will be back in the office on Monday, June 28th, and 

the church building will be open during office hours starting that day. 

 

All through this pandemic and the quarantining required for everyone’s safety, we have been following 

the guidelines set forth by the New York State Department of Health and, more recently, the Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention, and we will continue to do so. This means that wearing masks and 

physical distancing are required only for those who are not yet fully vaccinated.  

 

When you arrive on Sunday morning you will be welcomed with joy. We will not inquire as to your 

vaccination status and trust that anyone who should be wearing a mask will be. Even so, we are aware 

that some, even though vaccinated, may be more comfortable wearing a mask, so that a mask is not 

necessarily an indicator of vaccination status. Similarly, some may want to continue with physical dis-

tancing even though vaccinated, and so we are asking that before sitting next to someone you ask, 

"May we sit with you?" If this is asked of you, please answer honestly. It will take some time before we 

feel comfortable with our old ways of being together during Sunday morning worship, and so please 

know you will not offend if you say, "Not yet. We are still distancing, but it is so good to see you."  

 

Here is some more good news – we can sing! Although it is advised that those not fully vaccinated not 

sing, those who are should feel free to burst forth in song! Our singing voices may be a little out of 

shape, a little unsure, a little croaky, but they will be joyful, and that is what God wants to hear – our 

joy in singing, our joy in being together, and our joy in worshipping God. 

 

With so much gratitude for your care of each other while we have been apart and with great joy at the 

thought of seeing each of you in person, I am your sister in Christ, Cindy 
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From The Deacons 

 

The Deacons have selected three graduating seniors, Gavin Dowell, MJ (Morgan) Stuelke, and Jacob 

Yoon, to receive $1000 Deacons’ Student Grants.   The grants program was created some years ago, 

inspired by two funds: The Nancy Scott Family Fund and the McCarthy Fund.  After applying, each 

recipient participated in an in-person interview, in which they discussed their involvement in the 

church and their plans for college.   

 

Gavin is the son of Margaret Shackell-Dowell and Glen Dowell. He worked with DCE, Suzanne 

Scholten, in the Godly Play program. In the fall of 2021, he will be attending Indiana University (IU) 

and is planning to major in accounting.  His interest in accounting is based on some courses he took 

while in high school and was also influenced by his mother, who is an accounting professor at Ithaca 

College. His sister, Claire, is also attending IU.  

 

MJ’s family includes parents Satre and Elizabeth Stuelke and sibling Maive.  MJ has been active in the 

church youth group, working on the backpack project and other activities.  MJ is planning to attend 

SUNY-Stonybrook in the fall of 2021 and wants to major in marine biology.  The decision about a 

major reflects a long-term interest in preservation of seal life and a long term potential plan for a non

-profit startup.  MJ may pursue vet school in the longer run. They expressed a passion for horses and 

endurance racing, including plans for a 25-mile race in August 2021.   

 

Jacob will attend RIT and plans to major in Computer Science with a minor in oboe perfor-

mance.  His mother, Kyounghee is an active church member (previous Deacon) and Jacob has five 

siblings: John, James, Jenny, Joseph and Joshua. Jacob has been an active member of the First Presby-

terian Church for most of his childhood and youth. He sang in the children's and youth choirs, 

played in the hand bell choir, and acted in the musicals. He also served food at the Yuletide dinners, 

played oboe during church services, and helped with the YMSS committee. 

 

 

 
 



 

 

From the Membership Connections Committee 

 

We hope you enjoyed our gathering at the Shackell-Dowell home on the 16th. If that felt good and 

you are yearning for more personal contact, keep watching for additional opportunities to safely 

meet in person as we all re-learn how to be with each other. 
 

What a joy it was and is after more than a year of isolation and minimal personal contact with others 

to finally be able to come together in person. We may not all be at the same place in our comfort lev-

el with in-person activities, but it is important that we continue making efforts to stay connected 

with each other in whatever way feels the safest and most comfortable.  

 

We hope to see you at one of our summer gatherings! 

From The Reopening Committee 

Dear friends,  

 

Thank you again for your patience as the Reopening Committee begins to wrap up its work.  

 

As you know, we welcome everyone back to in-person worship service on July 11th, and we will be 

following current NYS and CDC guidelines, including requiring masking and distancing for unvac-

cinated individuals but making those optional for fully vaccinated individuals. 

 

Although the Sunday service from July 11th onward will not be a pre-recorded service on Zoom, 

those not able to join us physically will also be able to watch a live-stream of the service. 

 

Going forward, please contact Linda in the church office (office@firstpresithaca.org) if you have 

questions about scheduling or using the building, and she will direct your inquiry appropriately. As 

chair of the Reopening Committee, I wanted to personally extend to you all my gratitude for your 

flexibility and fortitude while the church building, the site of so many wonderful activities and 

memories, had restricted access. We look forward to coming back home, as it were, and to resuming 

many aspects of our church life that had been put on hold. 

 

James Nagy 



 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Summer Events: 

Godly Play 
 

Godly Play will continue via zoom through the end of July, however please stay connected via email 

or text messages with Suzanne for updates as the church moves towards reopening in July. We do not 

plan on having Godly Play during the month of August, but there will be community events sched-

uled which are included in this newsletter.  

We hope you are able to join us at one of our in-person events! 

Sunday @ 9:30-10 am, join our zoom gathering! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3701812907 

All children are welcome, whether they attend our church or not. Please let us know if you have a 

guest who is thinking of coming so I may “admit” them into our circle. I do not let anyone whom I do 

not know into our children’s zoom classrooms.  

***Enjoy the event and have a picnic at Dewitt Park. There is plenty of space to spread out and play 

games and hang out. If it rains, no problem. We can move indoors to the youth room and second floor of 

the church, where there are also bathroom facilities available. I hope we will see you this summer! 

Youth Discussion  

We will not be meeting during the summer months. We plan on having our Youth Planning Meeting 

at the end of August. Please stay tuned! All middle school, high school and families are invited to e 

our summer community vents posted in this newsletter.  

We hope to see you at one of our many happenings this summer! 

*** Godly Play and Clay – July 25th, August, 22nd,  4-6 pm in DeWitt Park 

*** Walk up Cascadilla Falls – July 11, 11:30 am. We will leave from the church parking lot. 

*** Sidewalk Chalk – Wednesdays, July 14, July 21 and August 11, 18,   6-8 pm. We will be in the 

parking lot of FPCI. 

*** Dewitt Movie Night, August 20th , this event is tentative. Please watch our Facebook page, web-

site and be in contact with Suzanne.)  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3701812907


 

 

Attention All Parents! 

Join us for ParenTime on Thursday, August 19th @ 8:30-9:15 pm.  

Bring your favorite drink and your enthusiasm for connection and conversation.  We can share our 

summer plans, the changes in our lives or I can pose questions (whether we get to them or not) to 

think about and discuss.  

What is your favorite parable or Bible story? Why and where do you see yourself in it?  

We only share what we are comfortable with and there is no need to prepare anything. We share 

from the heart with our only purpose to build our Christian community and show love and support 

for one another.  

If you would like more information about joining this parent group, please contact Suzanne via 

email at Suzanne@firstpresithaca.org or call / text (712) 212-4819.  

Adult Education 

Traditionally, Adult Education classes recess over the summer months, and that is also the case for 

this summer.   Classes will resume on September 5.  As always, we welcome your suggestions and 

comments for topics. 

Here is the tentative schedule:  

September 5:  Rev. Phil Courtney will lead a Bible Study. 

September 12:  Re-integration into the community of persons returning home after incarceration. 

(See Update on the Interrogation Bill on the following page in this newsletter.  

September 19:  A topic about our faith—to be determined. 

September 26:  Presentation and discussion of the policing reforms worked out in a community-wide 

dialogue during the past year and summarized in Ithaca’s “Reimagining Public Safety” Report. 



 

 

Cares & Concerns 

If you or someone you know is in the hospital or is in need of pastoral care, please call the church office 

at 607-272-2800 or Kirianne at 607-882-1325 and leave a message. You may also email the office at 

office@firstpresithaca.org. 

PLEASE LET US KNOW  

If you would like to receive a copy of  the latest issue of These Days , Daily Devotions for Living by 

Faith, please either call and leave a message at 607-272-2800 or email: office@firstpresithaca.org.  

Yoga & Meditation Groups (continuing through the summer) 

If you are interested in joining either of these groups, text Suzanne at 712-212-4819 or email her at 

suzannejanene@gmail.com. We meet in the church with group sizes limited to ten (10) people. 

 Movement and breathing class Tuesdays, 5:30—6:30 pm. 

 Philosophy and Meditation Fridays, 1-2 pm. We spend 30 minutes talking over the Yoga Sutras 

and then spend 30 minutes. in our meditation practice.  

Update on the Interrogation Bill 

 

The April 11 Adult Education Class on this subject was informative and inspiring. Thirty people 

attended by zoom to hear Public Defender Michael Baker and former Brooklyn Prison Chaplain 

Peaches Gillette. As a result the First Unitarian Society of Ithaca later sponsored a similar program 

along with a film and a third speaker Marty Tankleff who had been imprisoned 17 years although 

innocent. 

 

A follow-up session was scheduled by our justice committee (JPIC) which led to the formation of a 

nameless working group interested in an interfaith effort. That group has grown to 18 members 

and met for the first time on June 16. Faith Communities represented included American Baptist, 

Catholic, Jewish, Muslim, Presbyterian, Quaker and Unitarian. Although the interrogation bill did 

not get out of the Codes Committee for a vote before the State Legislature ended for the year, folks 

are eager to continue educating others on the need to correct the interrogation injustices. 

mailto:office@firstpresithaca.org
mailto:suzanne@firstpresithaca.org
mailto:suzannejanene@gmail.com


 

 

CELEBRATIONS 

We would love to add you name to our monthly Good 

News birthday list if you are not already on it. We would 

also love to add and honor your anniversary in the Good 

News if you’d like to share it. In fact, we would love to 

add anything you might have to celebrate and share with 

our church family.  

It is after all called the Good News! 

Please email office@firstpresithaca.org if you have 

anything to add.  

 

“Like” us on Facebook. W e are “First Presbyterian Church, Ithaca, NY” 

July 
 

1 – Tom Owens 

1 – Gayle Park 

10 – Nanse Josselyn 

11 – Sylvester Patterson 

15 – Jenna Sybert 

16 – Cindy Noble 

16 – Mary Berkelman 

28 – Jasmine Cuevas 

29 – Jean Healy 

 

August 
 

1 – Jenny Yoon 

1—Joseph Pratt 

6 – Roberta Kohut 

7 – Liam Riehl 

8 – Green May 

17 – Linda Allen 

18 – Gavin Dowell 

19 – Sandra Wayman 

24 – Bill Kelly 

25 – Elizabeth Mann 

26 – Lorraine E. Maxwell 

26 – Paul Riley 

Congratulations 

 
Roberta and Robert (Bobbie and Bob) Kohut 

August 29th  — 51 Years!!! 
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