
 

WELCOME! 
 
 

This Advent, come and celebrate!  
There’s much to do, and long to wait  

until the birth of that sweet boy  
who fills our lives with hope and joy.   
Within this page, you’ll find our calls  

to fellowship and festivals; 
So, read!  —And, maybe, be enticed 
to join with us, and welcome Christ!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Throughout Advent:  
 

Advent Devotionals:  
This  year’s Advent Devotional, “Straw for the 

Manger,” is an Advent meditation and praxis on 

helping the least of these.  The author, Rev. Sherry 

Blackman, is an award-winning journalist and poet 

and Presbyterian pastor. 

 

Poinsettias: 

Keep an eye on the bulletin  

inserts to dedicate a Christmas  

Poinsettia in the sanctuary in honor or  

memory of someone you love. 

 
 

Clothesline of Warmth: 
 

Help us keep out the cold for our neighbors by 

bringing in hats, scarves, mittens and coats.  All 

sizes are welcome—kids to adult plus.  Thank you 

for your direct help! 

Advent Events:  
Write these events on your calendars 

to participate in Christmas celebrations! 

 

Sunday, December 1: 

First Sunday of Advent. 
 with communion and lighting the first candle. 

Come enjoy the newly-decorated Sanctuary! 

 

Later that same day... 

 Hanging of the Greens. 
 

We will gather at 3pm to decorate our church!  

The nursery will be staffed for younger children 

from 3-5 during decorating.  Then, stay for a 

potluck supper in Dodds Hall and a brief worship 

service in the newly decorated sanctuary. 

During the afternoon and evening, we will take 

photos in front of the tree for our directory! 

*ALL* are welcome! 

 

Sunday, December 8: 

Second Sunday of Advent. 
The season grows as we light two candles  

and prepare for Christ’s coming. 
 

That same Sunday afternoon: 
A Christmas Carol! 

 

Under the direction of Michael Dixon and producer 

Suzanne Scholten, our congregation will present this 

famous and well-loved story of Ebenezer Scrooge 

and how he came to keep Christmas.  FREE (with 

donations accepted)—3-6pm in Dodds Hall! 

 

Friday, December 13: 
Yuletide Dinner. 

 

Come for our traditional first-class Yuletide Dinner 

at 6pm in Dodds Hall!  The chef is Heather Lane of 

Purity Ice Cream, and menu includes pork loin, 

carrots, mashed potatoes, salad, drinks and apple 

cake with Purity ice cream.  When we go upstairs, 

we will be regaled by wonderful  

Christmas music with: 

 

Musical Guests 
 

and the amazing Stephen Spinelli! 

Tickets: Adults - $18; Children 6-11 -  $5;  

Family - $40; Kids ages 5 & under - Free.   

Tickets may be purchased during Fellowship 

Hour, or call the church at 272-2800 to reserve 

them.  There is a vegan option.  Proceeds support 

Youth Mission Trips and other  

special events for youth!   

 
Sunday, December 15: 

Third Sunday of Advent: 
Lessons and Carols! 

 

The music continues as we celebrate a traditional 

service of Lessons and Carols! Our wonderful 

choirs will lead us in this sweeping Biblical story, 

through the prophets to the coming of the Christ.  

With readings interspersed with seasonal music, 

Lessons and Carols is one of our favorite services 

of the year!  

 

and, after church: 

The Intergenerational 
Christmas Fair. 

 

Come to Dodds Hall, following worship, for a 

celebration time of Christmas crafts and activities, 

put on by the Christian Education committee. 

 

 



Sunday, December 22: 

Fourth Sunday of Advent: 
Children’s Christmas 

Pageant! 
 

on which we will light the candle of love.  Our 

Children will reënact the story of Christmas for us 

all, and we shall continue our Advent waiting—

for the day which is so near at hand!   

 
Christmas Joy Offering, 

 

An offering that provides clergy renewal and help 

in crisis, will  also be collected on the 4th Sunday 

of Advent, Dec. 22, in the morning. 

 

Now, it is finally time for... 

Christmas Eve! 
At 7pm, we will hold our 

Christmas Eve  
Candlelight Service. 

 

Now comes the night  

we have all been preparing for!   

Come to the church from Cayuga Street  

to see a live nativity at our front doors;  

then come to the warmth within,  

to worship God with carols, readings,  

and the amazing start of the greatest story  

ever told.  Receive the light of  

the Christ candle as we end  

the service in candlelight— 

a treat for all! 

 

First Presbyterian  
Church of Ithaca 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How to  
Celebrate  

Advent and  
Christmas  

with us 
 
 
 
 

Featuring: 
 Advent Candle Lighting   The  

Hanging of the Greens  “A Christmas Carol”             

performance  the Yuletide Dinner  

 Lessons and Carols  the Christmas Pageant 

  the Intergenerational Christmas Fair   

Christmas Eve Services  ...and more! 
For more information about any of these 

events, please contact the church office: 

272-2800 or office@firstpresithaca.org 

315 N Cayuga Street 

www.firstpresithaca.org 

 

When all this is done,  

your preparations will be  

as complete as they need  

to be.  Lighten your hearts,  

and do not worry about anything;  

Christmas is not for worry but for love.   

So enjoy, and remember,  

and give thanks, and pray: 

 

O Christ of love, be born again 

within my ready heart.  Amen. 

 
 

Whatever this year’s holy days 
may bring, receive God’s gift with praise; 

for through our days, we long to see 
a blessed new nativity— 

the birth of hope and peace, within 
this world so darkened by our sin. 

Come, raise your hopes, and lift your light; 
for love shines through this holy night. 

the gift of love 

at Christmas! 


