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Worship Schedule for November 2019: 

Sunday, November 3, 10am:  

 All Saints’ Day celebration, 

 with Communion and New Members 
 To have a loved one remembered in the 

bulletin, please contact the church office by  
Tuesday, October 29 at 
office@firstpresithaca.org. 

 

 Scripture:  Luke 19: 1-10 

 Sermon:  “Clear Vision” 
 

Monday, November 4, 3pm: 

 Communion service at Kendal 
 

Wednesday, November 6, 2pm: 

 Communion service at Longview Chapel 
 

Sunday, November 10, 10am:  

 Stewardship Sunday, and the Sacrament  

of Baptism: Fergus Sybert 

 Scripture:  Matthew 25: 14-29 

 Sermon:  “How Many Talents?” 
 

Sunday, November 17, 10am:  

 Deacons Sunday!  
 On Deacons Sunday, we celebrate the 

caregiving work of this board of the church, 
and the ministry of all members. 

 Sermon: “Acorns of the Spirit” 
 

Sunday, November 24, 10am:  

 A Celebration of Thanksgiving 

 Scripture:  Luke 23: 33-43 

 Sermon:  “I Shall Not Want.” 
 

We hope that we will find an organizer for Turkey 
Tuesday, our annual traditional community supper 
serving AA as well as Loaves and Fishes and every- 
one else who wants to come!  Can you help us? 

 

Dear friends, 
 

 We live in a world full of fads and short 

attention spans.  A video goes viral, and then is 

forgotten; YouTube stars are famous for a day, 

and then fall back into the void; politicians and 

companies that engage in egregious wrongs 

depend upon us to forget what they have done, 

and move on to the next scandal or the next 

cultural wave. 

 As the theme of this year’s stewardship 

campaign, “2020 Vision,” has been discussed 

over the last months, it has become apparent 

that the service we can provide more than 

anything is to be stable and dependable.  

Normally one looks for change when thinking 

about vision: what do we want to do 

differently?  How are we going to innovate? 

 We certainly won’t ever dispense with 

change, difference, and progress.  We are a 

progressive church: we will always look to do 

better, be more loving, care with more 

attention, and include with more 

understanding.  We will always seek to be 

better community to those who come our way, 

and those beyond our doors as well. 

 But that is also to say that our vision is not 

to change ourselves, adopt a new persona, or 

shift our core values.  Our vision is to become 

more like the body of Christ than ever, more 

the church community we were always made 

to be.  So in that sense, I am back at the 

beginning: the service we can provide, more 

than anything, is to be a stable and dependable 
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 ...Turkey Tuesday organizer? 

force in a changing world. 

 Jonathan Aigner, basing his work on Pew 

Research data, writes about how contemporary 

worship styles are found by many millennials to 

be “shallow and trendy,” with a theology that 

lacks “spiritual gravitas.”  Instead, he 

summarizes, younger Americans are “seeking 

old ways of doing things… [putting] more 

emphasis on liturgy and community.” 

 Whether or not this is true, community is 

the heart and core of what creates the church: 

communion.  In communion we become the 

body—we belong to one another in Christ—and 

this is what Ithaca needs to find in us as a 

church, more than anything else. 

 Community needs us to know one another.  

It needs us to care and reach out, to be unafraid 

to drop off a casserole when times are hard, or 

to offer help when bumps in the road appear, or 

just to call one another up to listen.  This fall, 

we as a church are visiting one another 

intentionally—our church leaders are visiting 

the entire membership, and perhaps in future  
 

...continued on the bottom of page 5 
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                      Mission 

Sunday, Nov. 3.  

Dr. John-Paul Mead, Medical Director of the 

Alcohol and Drug Council of Tompkins County, 

will speak on the work of the council.  

Sunday, Nov. 10 

Suzanne Scholten, Our Director of Christian 

Education, will lead a tour of newly finished 

facilities for our children, will help us experience 

the new “Godly Play” curriculum, and will relate 

one of the stories from it.  This is all designed to 

help those of us who do not have children in the 

program keep in touch with what is happening in 

it.  

Sunday, Nov. 17  

One of the graduate students who received a grant 

from our International Hunger Program will tell us 

about his research on iron-deficiency anemia.  

Rohil Bhatnagar has found a microalgae that is 

high in iron, and, so far, has proven to be a safe and 

effective source of iron for mice in the 

laboratory.  He is developing a powder containing 

this microalgae that could be added to regular 

flour.  His work shows great potential to be applied 

not only in his home country, India, but around 

the world.  Mr. Bhatnagar used the funds he 

received from this congregation for food product 

development and shelf-life studies in the 

laboratory, in preparation for his 2019 field season 

in India. 

Sunday, Nov. 24 

To be announced—watch the Church Bulletin. 

 

In Dodds Hall (downstairs from the 
sanctuary) following worship and 

Fellowship time—all welcome! 

Adult Education 

Helping Neuse Forest Presbyterian 
Church Become a Hosting Site for 

Recovery Workers 
 

The roots of New Bern, North Carolina stretch back to 

the early 1700s when the first settlers chose the 

welcoming shores near Pamlico Sound to be the 

colony’s first capital.   Tar and turpentine, lumber, and 

later cotton became the basis for Craven County’s 

economy.  Tropical storms regularly devastate the 

tidewater counties and damage from Florence 

(September 2018) still plagues over 4,000 dwellings in 

New Bern on the Neuse River. 

The team of seven individuals from First Presbyterian 

spent the week of October 13 – 19 preparing rooms in 

the Christian Education building of Neuse Forest 

Presbyterian Church to transform it into New Hope 

Village to welcome and house 60 volunteers who will 

continue to rehabilitate homes throughout the New 

Bern community. 

Pam Pospisil and Phil Courtney spent much of the 

week on their knees, installing interlocking linoleum 

tiles to seamlessly cover the floors of large rooms that 

already had newly painted walls.  Gail Farnham cut the 

tiles to length, snugly finishing each row as it was laid. 

The work is exacting as some rows had to be laid a 

second time if tiles popped out of place.  Harrison 

Faulkner and Sandra Greene initially worked on floors 

but switched to putting up molding on the ceiling, 

giving the rooms a finished look.   Harrison was drafted 

for a specialized job of constructing hatches for access 

to pipes in two bathrooms, assisted by Sandra. This job 

called on Harris’ extensive skills and experience with 

maintenance work.  Bob Walker, our Corning buddy, 

teamed with a New Bern worker to finish off ceiling 

and floor molding after initially laying flooring.  Suzy 

Courtney spent two days painting molding, then helped 

an elderly New Bern woman pack some items in her 

house in preparation for Habitat for Humanity 

installing a new roof on her home.  Most of Suzy’s time 
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Announcements and Reminders 

Cares & Concerns 

In the Hospital? 
 

LET US KNOW! 

Call the church (272-2800) or 

Kirianne at 607-882-1325, or email 

the office: office@firstpresithaca.org. 

 

 
 

 

 

Birthdays in November 

We are “First Presbyterian Church, Ithaca 

NY.” We post pictures, reflections, and  

announcements.  Stop by to see more! 

 

Like Us on Facebook! 

We hold in our constant prayer: 
 

Tom Hurst; Alice Kelly; Martha Mapes; 

John Shortle; Connie Scott and her 

family; Norma Stevenson; Martha 

Trattel; John Weaver; and Bibs Warner. 
 

 

Our prayers are especially with 
Susan Van Sickle on the death of her 

father, and William Chen on the 
death of his mother.  We give thanks for Tom Owens’ 

successful heart procedure, and pray for all those whose 
concerns are privately held. 

      1 – Kyounghee Han 

6 – John Weiss 

9 – Carl Closs 

13 – Joshua Yoon 

19 – Lisa Everts 

19 – Robert Kohut 

22 – Kate Hubbs 

25 – Maurice Haltom 

26 – Glen Dowell 

28 – Jan Favaro       

 

Experiment in Composting 

At the Community Thanksgiving meal on Tuesday, 

November 25 — IF we have it (see above) — our 

JPIC committee (Justice, Peace and Integrity of 

Creation) will try a new way of disposing of ALL 

food waste (including bones) through the 

Tompkins County Recycling and Solid Waste 

Center.  See how it's done and do the same from 

your home!  

TURKEY TUESDAY 

is in Need of Your Help!!! 

As of this point, we have not found anyone able or 

willing to organize Turkey Tuesday this year.  Can 

you help?  We have notes and tips and already 

have helpers, but need one 

person who is willing to 

take the lead!  Speak to 

Kirianne if you would be 

willing to coordinate this 

community supper held on 

Tuesday, November 25! 

Save the Date: 

Sunday, Dec. 1 from 3-6:30pm: 

Hanging of the Greens! 

3-5pm Outside decorating 

5-6pm Potluck Dinner 

6-6:30 Worship in the decorated Sanctuary! 

P.S. We discovered last year that the lit trees in the 

sanctuary make the perfect backdrop for family 

photos—come have your portrait taken! 
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Roofers at work at Cape Fear PC 
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        A Word from Cindy                        

was spent listening to Celeste’s story of her 

southern family’s arrival along the Atlantic coast 

during the 1700s, their Florida plantation days 

and her Father’s time as a pastor before her 

marriage to a navy man.  The last two days, Suzy 

bacame a gopher for the rest of the team. 

The seven individuals became a team as they 

worked on a common project, then cooked meals 

together, sharing their diversity of backgrounds.  

Bob made fabulous omelets in the morning and 

grilled in the evening.  Sandra directed preparing 

delicious Ground Nut Stew and Phil added corn 

and black bean salad.  Five people working in a 

kitchen at one time is a team building experience!  

We took one afternoon to explore New Bern, 

home of Pepsi Cola, and consume tasty seafood. 

In spring 2020, members of the team are planning 

to return to New Bern, helping to rebuild this 

vibrant and beautiful community.  We invite 

anyone to join us. Contact Gail Farnham, our local 

connection with Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, 

for more information. 

 

 

From the Deacons: 
 

 The Deacons are busy planning for Deacons’ 

Sunday (November 17th). Our theme this year is 

“Acorns of the Spirit”. Please join us that day for 

an interactive service exploring how acts of service 

cultivate fruits of the spirit. If you know of 

someone who would like a visit from a Deacon or 

two please contact the church office or Board of 

Deacons (Tom Owens tjo2@cornell.edu).  

 As always, we are taking weekly contributions 

for the Ithaca Kitchen Cupboard. Non-perishable 

food and monetary donations may be left on the 

Kitchen Cupboard shelf, just inside the park-side 

front door… especially on Deacon’s Sunday!   

     Each year when stewardship season approaches, I 

find myself thinking about a young Sunday School 

classmate of mine from many (many, many) years 

ago. The notices and discussions of Stewardship 

Sunday would begin, and poor Stewart didn’t 

understand why the whole church was concerned 

with whether or not he was being a good Stewart 

(steward). He felt as though everyone was watching 

everything he did, and to make matters worse, it 

always seemed to him that he was being told he 

could do better.  I can still see the look of worry and 

fear on Stewart’s face each time I hear the word 

“steward”.  
 

     We moved to a different town while I was still 

young, so I have no idea how long it was before 

Stewart understood the difference between being a 

good steward and being a good Stewart as well as the 

sameness of both. Unfortunately for Stewart, he 

heard the invitation to offer more as a criticism 

rather than as a call to use and celebrate the gifts he 

had been given in caring for God’s creation. 
 

     I didn’t know Stewart well, but I do remember 

worrying that if he thought he wasn’t doing enough, 

then I surely wasn’t. He was friendly and kind, and 

people smiled when they saw him. I doubt he 

realized that by playing with the younger children 

and being polite to his elders he was being both a 

good steward and a good Stewart. He brought his 

whole self to church and gave abundantly to others 

his gifts of patience and kindness. 
 

     I hope that as we approach stewardship season, 

we hear the call to stewardship as an invitation to 

celebrate all that God has given us and as an 

opportunity to share these gifts with our church 

family so that we, as part of the body of Christ, can 

do even more to follow the path Jesus walked before 

us. In doing so, we will have been good stewards of 

our gifts and good stewards of the creation God has 

entrusted to our care.  
 

With joy and gratitude for all good Stewarts, err, 

stewards that is,       Cindy 

mailto:tjo2@cornell.edu
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Youth and Children 

 Christmas Carol Rehearsals will be held on 

Wednesdays in November from 7-9 pm. I do know 

we have several young people who may need to go 

before 7 pm. We can work this out on an individual 

basis. We have emailed everyone on the cast. If you 

have not received your part and an email from 

Suzanne, please reach out to her at 

Suzanne@firstpresithaca.org.  

4th Saturday of the Month, Youth Event, 

November 23rd: Pie Baking and Friendship Center! 
 

First Section, Pie Baking and Cooking:  

1-4pm @ First Presbyterian Church of Ithaca 
 

Second Section, Serving at Friendship Center:  

4-6pm  
 

New Hire!  
You may have noticed last Sunday 

there was a new person sitting in 

the pews with the children. Her 

name is Michele Tagliavento. 

Below are some of things we 

thought you may be interested in knowing about her 

to start. Please go and introduce yourself in person 

to her at the nursery on the second floor.  
 

SJS:  What will you be doing for the church? What 

are some experiences that have prepared you?  
 

MT:  I will be working as a nursery attendant on 

Sunday's and special events.  I have always loved 

children.  I worked for the Ithaca City School 

District for 14 years.  I have worked at South Hill 

School in grades kindergarten through 3rd as a 

teacher’s aide.  Before working at South Hill I 

worked at a few daycares in the Ithaca area. 
 

SJS:  How long have you lived in Ithaca?  
 

MT:  I have lived in Ithaca all my life  
 

SJS:  Anything else you want to share with our 

congregation?  
 

MT:  I have a daughter who is now 20. I am very 

excited to join the First Presbyterian Church family. 

 You’re invited to Ithaca’s 

Interdenominational 

Parenting Group 
 

First Saturdays,  

Oct 2019-June 2020  

4:00-6:00 pm  
 

Discussions will be based on the 

book Parenting Forward:  
How to Raise Children with 
Justice, Mercy, and Kindness by Cindy Wang 

Brandt. While you are welcome to read the book 

ahead of time, you are also welcome to show up 

without reading. We’ll provide child care and supper! 

Invite your friends!  Email (AnnaSannes@ 

fccithaca.org), call, or text (507-272-6635) to RSVP 

or ask any questions. An RSVP is appreciated but not 

required! You can attend one session, all the sessions, 

or anything in between. 

 November 2 at First Congregational Church: 

Good News for the Body 

 December 7 at First Unitarian Society:  

Parenting for Imagination  

 January 4 at First Unitarian Society:  

Healthy Spirituality  

 February 1 at First Presbyterian Church: 

Parenting for Racial Justice 

 March 7 at First Baptist Church:  

Parenting for Gender Equality  

 April 4 at First Congregational Church: Parenting 

for Economic and Environmental Justice  

 May 2 at First Congregational Church:  

Parenting for Inclusion 

 June 6 at First Congregational Church:  

Children as Radical Hope 

First Baptist Church, First Congregational Church, 
First Presbyterian Church, First Unitarian Society, 

St. Catherine of Siena Church, and St. Paul’s United 
Methodist Church  
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Youth and Children 

 

Want to stay updated on Youth and Children’s news and events?  Sign up for the Youth and Children’s 
newsletter: go to firstpresithaca.org and let us know in “Contact Us”! 

 

...Cover Letter continued from page 1 
 

 

years we can include those who, though not formal 

members, are well-connected to our faith 

community.  We want to listen, and join hands in 

our Vision for 2020: that we may be faithful 

partners, a faithful community, a faithful and 

dependable and stable force in a shifting, 

undependable world. 

 We must pray that we can live out this vision, 

and offer our time and service to one another so our 

care is known.  It will take us all working together 

to accomplish it. 
 

 Please join us! 
 

 Be well, pray often, and do it all with love. 

Presbyterian Men’s Breakfast 

The monthly Presbyterian Men's breakfast will be 

held Friday, November 22 at 8 a.m. at Kendal.  The  

guest will be Margaret Engasser, the Way2Go 

Transportation Educator at Cornell Cooperative 

Extension.  She will report on organizations in 

Tompkins County that provide rides to various groups 

in Tompkins County such as parents who need rides 

for meetings  at their children's schools and veterans 

who need transportation to medical facilities and 

elsewhere.  Peg will also discuss the role of volunteer 

drivers in these efforts.  

 Contact Roy Colle for information:  

 rdc4@cornell.edu 

Date Children’s Church 

Story 

Volunteers Church Event Youth Choir Youth 

Discussion 

Nov. 3 Sit with children in 

church for 

Communion 

Aria and 

Gavin 

Communion 9am rehearsal/

performance; 11:30 

rehearsal and games 

11:30-12:30 

Nov. 10 “The Ten Best 

Ways” 

Marti M.  After service rehearsal 11:30-12:30 

Nov. 17 “The exile and the 

return” 

Laura and 

Mike 

 After service rehearsal 11:30-12:30 

Nov. 24 Make wreaths! Aria  After service rehearsal 11:30-12:30 

Dec.1 Advent story 1&2 Michele Communion and 

First Sunday of 

Advent 

No Rehearsal (Sunday 

after Thanksgiving) 

No Meeting 

Dec. 8 Advent story 3&4 Annalee 2nd Sunday of 

Advent 

After service rehearsal 11:30-12:30 

November Youth Calendar 

mailto:Suzanne@firstpresithaca.org

