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Worship Schedule for September 2018: 

 

Sunday, September 2, 10am: Communion Sunday  

 (by intinction) and  

 Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 Adult Education begins again! 

 Scripture:  Song of Solomon 2: 8-13 

 Sermon:  “Come Away.” 
 

Wednesday, September 5, 2pm: 

 Communion service at Longview chapel. 
 

Sunday, September 9, 10am:  

 Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 Sunday School and Youth Choir begin! 

 Scripture:  James 2: 1-10 and 15-17. 

 Sermon:  “Favoritism.” 
 

 

 

 

Monday, September 10, 3pm: 

 Communion service at Kendal. 
 

Sunday, September 16, 10am:  

 Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 Scripture:  Proverbs 1: 20-33 

 Sermon:  “Hearing Her Cries.” 
 

Sunday, September 23, 10am:  

 Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 Scripture:  Mark 9: 30-37 

 Sermon:  “Hearing the Sad.” 
 

Sunday, September 30, 10am: Nineteenth Sunday 

after Pentecost 

 Scripture:  Mark 9: 38-50 

 Sermon:  “Nurturing your Salt.” 

Dear friends, 
 

 Summer has bloomed and still hangs to the 

tree, and our conversations have changed from 

the beauty of the weather to the start of classes 

and the change of the seasons.  Wonderful as 

summer is, it doesn’t heal our relationships or our 

bodies, it doesn’t staunch the woes of climate 

change or prevent interpersonal violence; it can 

lift us from depression, but it can’t whisk away 

our inner anxieties or fears, and it does not quell 

the hate of the human heart. 

 If that last line sounded harsh, one of my 

powerful recent experiences involved recognizing 

how many people of European ancestry 

vigorously reject the idea of white privilege.  I’ll 

be talking about this in church too, but I want to 

raise it here for us all. 

 These people I met were the kinds of 

individuals that many of us would instinctively 

want to love.  They were progressive, they were 

Christians of various denominations but believers 

with more heart and kindness than judgment and 

exclusion, and they were people who probably all 

their lives sought to help the poor, giving to and 

sustaining community programs of aid.  They 

were patriarchs and matriarchs of the churches 

we have loved.  They came from a generation for 

whom racism was visible: segregation and red-

lining, school busing and institutional poverty. 

 These individuals who found joy in helping 

others still could not recognize that they 

themselves had been born into position on the same 

checker board.  The idea that they had a racial 

identity, that they were not immune to ethnic favor, 

came to them as a cruel shock, and was received by 

them as a slander.  “I can’t be privileged,” one said 

(though I tidy up their words)—”I grew up poor.”  

“I’ve worked all my life to help feed the hungry 

whenever I could; how dare I be accused of white 

privilege.” 

 Paul reminds us in several letters that we are all 

members of Christ’s body, individually each one of us 

a part of something larger than ourselves.  When that 

position comes with entanglements, we are blessed 

by a community of care and help, inspired by a God 

of justice.  When that position comes with privilege, 

no matter how subtle it may be, then we are called to 

be the helpers, the justice-makers, the sisters and the 

brothers who put wind beneath the wings of our 

friends.  We are called to humbleness.  We are called 

to love. 

 Be well, pray often, and do it all with love. 

What’s Inside: 
 

 Adult Education for September 

 Small Groups for the Autumn 

 A Word from the Rev. Cindy Weaver 

 Welcome Back BBQ. Sept. 2 

 Youth Choir Resumes 
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Higher Education: becoming knowledgeable about God’s Word and Work. 

Adult Education 

September will be a full month for Adult 

Education.  Beginning on the first Sunday, 

September 2nd, there will be a variety of topics 

covered by the classes. Here is what we will be 

covering on the first two Sundays:  

September 2 – T. E. Lawrence, Rev. Kirianne 

Riehl:  The cultures and peoples of the 

Arabian peninsula and the Middle East can 

fall outside our realm of understanding.  

Through the writings of T. E. Lawrence 

recorded during his travels in the Ottoman 

Empire starting in 1909 and continuing 

through the Empire's military overthrow 

during WWI, we can see something about 

the Arabian Peninsula in that time and 

place, and perhaps understand better some 

of the history and forces that have made 

the Middle East what it is today  

September 9 – Joyful Hymns of Gathering, Rev. 

Cindy Weaver: After a summer of travels 

and company, let’s celebrate being 

together again with a trip through the 

hymnal stopping to visit songs of 

gathering. The hymnal contains some 

hymns labelled as gathering hymns, but 

there are many in addition to those, 

familiar and new, which celebrate the joys 

of being a people together. The class will 

be led by Cindy Weaver, and our 

accompanist will be Angel Possinger. If 

you don’t want to sing, come listen and 

enjoy the music and the company. 
 

Later in September: 

September 16 – Discussion of "Room to Grow; 

Meditations on Trying to Live as   

 a Christian" by M. B. Copenhaver, Rev. 

Phil and Mrs. Suzy Courtney 

September 23 – “Being Reformed”: What does 

it mean to us? Rev. Cindy Weaver  

“Room to Grow: meditations on trying to live as a 

Christian” provoked some great discussions this 

summer while providing a relaxed atmosphere to 

get to know people in our church community 

better.  Martin B. Copenhaver has a lively style of 

writing and the meditations are easily read in 15 

minutes.  Discussion leadership has been passed 

around and the collection of readings meant that 

summertime participation included 19 people who 

joined the group when they were in town without 

feeling left behind when they were not able to 

come.  This fall we will encourage commitment to 

attend all sessions during the 6 week course. 

 

The Worship, Music and Spiritual Life 

Committee will sponsor two groups, continuing the 

study of “Room to Grow.”  Books can be ordered 

before the course meets.  One session will meet on 

Monday evenings (7-8:30 PM beginning on 

September 24th) and another on Saturday mornings 

(10 – 11:30 beginning on September 29th).   

Meetings will be at the church.  Questions?  Contact 

Susan Van Sickle (stvansickle@aol.com) or Suzy 

Courtney (mscourtney228@gmail.com). 

 

Read these two chapters:  “Whispered in Your 

Ear” based on Matthew 3: 13 – 17 (Pg 80) and “Born 

Again” based on John 3: 1 – 15 (Pg 87) for the first 

meeting of the group. 

Small Group Experience Continues 

During the Fall: Continue or Join 

for the First Time 

September 30 – The Psychology of church 

architecture, Lorraine Maxwell 

The Adult Education Committee is excited to begin 

the new season of classes.  We hope that you will 

join us in celebrating our faith and community.  We 

also welcome your thoughts for future 

programs.  We look forward to seeing you in 

September.  Classes start at 11:25 and end at 12:20. 
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Announcements and Reminders 

In the Hospital? 
 

LET US KNOW! 

Local hospitals do not call us if you 

are in the hospital--but we would 

dearly like to know. If you have an emergency, 

please have someone in your family or a friend call 

the church (272-2800) or office@firstpresithaca.org 

to inform us. Also, if you know of something we 

don't, please pass the word our way. Thank you for 

helping us with our pastoral care. 

Cares & Concerns 

 

 
 

 

 

Charlotte Bruce; Eleanor Glauer; Alice Kelly;  

Martha Mapes; Ruth Schaaf; Ruth Schlough;  

Connie Scott. 

Birthdays in September 

9 – Joseph Yoon 

10 – Victor deGorter 

15 – Pam Hayes 

16 – Elmer Ewing 

18 – Rich Favaro 

20 – Carolyn Sampson 

20 – Suzanne Scholten 

20 – Charles Woodworth 

20 – Pan Maw 

22 – Helen Closs 

23 – Renee Anderson 

24 – Ayako Timmons 

26 – Mary Call 

26 – Jacob Yoon 

If you would be willing to serve 

as a Sunday School substitute teacher, 

we would love to hear from you! 

Thank you!  - Kirianne and YMSS 

We are “First Presbyterian Church, Ithaca 

NY.” We post pictures, reflections, and  

announcements.  Stop by! 

Like Us on Facebook! 

THANK YOU 
to the many wonderful hosts of our 

 

Summer Wednesday  
Night Picnics!  

 

                                     

                                   And thank you to all                     

                                         those that attended!                

                                               We hope to see  

                           you outdoors  

                          again next year! 

“Do not trust in riches; for all 

such things are left here, faith 

alone will accompany you.” 

 

St. Ambrose (340-397) 
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Notes from Cindy 

 Dear friends,       

Last week, due to all the rain, I spent 

many hours cleaning up a flooded 

basement in my other office building 

on Buffalo Street. There were only a couple inches 

of water, and most of what was stored there was 

up on cinder blocks, so the damage was minimal, 

but there was still a lot of cleaning to be done, and 

the dirt floor had contributed a layer of grit 

wherever the water had been. During a break in 

the cleaning, I was sitting upstairs in my office 

thinking about what needed to be cleaned next 

when I overheard a voice on the radio mention 

something about “renewable energy,” and I 

thought, “Renewed energy sounds good to me 

right now,” and took a deep breath. 

     One deep breath and I had renewed energy! 

When stressed, we are often told to slow down 

and take a deep breath, and it does help. While 

there are good physiological reasons for why this 

helps, I want to give the Holy Spirit some credit 

too. I was already grateful that all our little flood 

required of me was some cleaning and drying out, 

but that deep breath, that breathing in of the Holy 

Spirit, made me aware that others were having to 

deal with much more than I, and so I sent a prayer 

their way. Today my prayer is that I remember to 

slow down and take a deep breath more often, 

breathe in the Holy Spirit, feel the renewed energy 

it gives me, and send that energy on its way to 

others in a prayer wherever it is needed. 

            - Rev. Cindy Weaver 

I greatly appreciate the comforting words of 

pastors and members at the time of Jane’s 

death. A special thanks goes to Renee 

Anderson, Bobbie Kohut, and Angie Chen for 

setting up, serving, and cleaning up after the 

lunch following the memorial service.    

                                                     - Carl Crispell 

A Note from Carl 

Youth Choir Resumes! 

...Come try on a robe and sing! 

Last year, our Youth Choir sang wonderful works 

from a variety of sources.  We sang Gospel, 

classical composers like Bach and Fauré, and we 

sang in Spanish and Latin.  We also had students 

join us for our musical program who came 

specifically to sing!   
 

This year, we’re planning variety and scope once 

again, with German, opera, and songs from 

Broadway musicals.  We hope you and your 

friends will join us starting September 9 at 11:15! 
 

One of our purposes is to provide a free, excellent 

choral experience to the downtown Ithaca area.  If 

you know of any children who might be interested 

in participating, please let them know—fliers are 

available at the church!  Also, if you know of any 

online groups or school bulletin boards where we 

could post an invitation, please let Kirianne know.   
 

So many of Ithaca’s wonderful children’s offerings 

are quite expensive, and there are many kids who 

get left out.  Thank you for your pledges and 

offerings, which support this wonderful 

community program and teach music that will be 

great in every age!  

        Your Director, Kirianne 

kirianne@firstpresithaca.org    
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Children, Youth, & Families 

It’s that time again! 
 

Sunday, Sept. 2 
4-6pm 

 

at the Shackell-Dowell’s 
backyard: 21 Placid Terrace 

Lansing, NY 
 

Trampoline fun, potluck  
supper, and yard games! 

 

Children’s Sunday Morning Schedule Starting Sept. 9:  

 

9:45-12:30pm - Nursery is open; silent pagers available for parents to keep with them. 

10:00-11:10am - Worship. 

 After Children’s Time:  Elementary students leave for Sunday School on the Second Floor.  

 Some smaller children choose to join the nursery at this time.  

 Following worship, please pick up your child from their room. 

11:10-11:30am - Fellowship Time — Narthex 

11:15-12:15pm - Cayuga Youth Choir (kids K and up)—Choir Room 

Welcome, Suzanne Scholten! 

Pictured here with husband Joe Tonzola, many of you may already 

know Suzanne as a new member of the church, witness at Good 

Friday, reader of A Christmas Carol, and warm and enthusiastic 

Sunday School teacher.  Starting this September, she will also be 

serving as our leader for the Youth Group, so we welcome her with 

thanks! 

Kirianne had served as Youth Leader in the spring following John’s 

departure, but is going to move back into the role of Youth Choir Director.  Last spring’s Choir 

Director, Laura Wilks, is expecting twins this November!  There is much to celebrate, and you 

will get to hear more from Suzanne in the next Newsletter, so stay tuned for this and much more! 

Sunday, Sept. 2 in Worship!  

Bring your bags, 

backbacks and 

briefcases for a 

start-of-the-year 

blessing, in our 

annual tradition! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
2      Communion Sunday 
 

9am—Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

11am—Fellowship Time (Narthex) 

11:20am—Adult Ed (Dodds Hall) 

4pm—Welcome Back Party  

                    (21 Placid Ter., Ithaca) 

3 
 

 

 

 

Office Closed 

4 
5:30pm—Church Playgroup  

             (contact Kirianne for 

location!) 

6:30pm—Tai Chi (Narthex) 

 
 

5 

2pm—Communion Service 

(Longview) 

6 
6:30pm—Community Game 

                 Night (Dodds Hall) 

 

 

7 
 

1 

 

___________ 

8 
 

9     16th Sunday after Pentecost  
 

9am—Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

10:30am—K-4 Sunday School 

11am—Fellowship Time (Narthex) 

11:15am—Youth Choir (Choir Room) 

11:20am—Adult Ed (Dodds Hall) 

10  
3pm—Communion Service 

(Kendal) 

5pm—WMSL Meeting  

              (Heritage Room) 

6:30pm—YMSS Meeting 

(Heritage Room) 

7pm—Deacons Meeting 

               (Dodds Hall) 

11 
10am—Staff Meeting  

                (Pastor’s Office) 

5:30pm—Church Playgroup  

             (contact Kirianne for 

location!) 

6:30pm—Tai Chi (Narthex) 

7:40pm—Adult Ed Meeting  

                 (Heritage Room) 

12 
5:15pm—Personnel Meeting 

(Fireside Room) 

 

13    8:15am—B&P Meeting  

              (Heritage Room) 

3pm—Missioner’s  

                    Meeting (Kendal) 

6:30pm—Community Game 

                 Night (Dodds Hall) 

7:30pm—Choir Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary) 

 

14 
 

 

15 

 

16   17th Sunday after Pentecost  

9am—Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

10:30am—K-4 Sunday School 

11am—Fellowship Time (Narthex) 

11:15am—Youth Choir (Choir Room) 

11:20am—Adult Ed (Dodds Hall) 

17 

 

18 

5:30pm—Church Playgroup  

             (contact Kirianne for 

location!) 

6:30pm—Tai Chi (Narthex) 

19  

12pm—Session Materials Due  

                       (via e-mail) 

5pm—Membership  

             Connections  

                (Heritage Room) 
7pm—Finance Committee 

(Heritage Room) 

 
 

20 

6:30pm—Community Game 

                 Night (Dodds Hall) 

6:45pm—JPIC Meeting 

(Heritage Room) 

7:30pm—Choir Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary) 

 

 

21 
 

22 
4pm— Friendship 

    Center Meal 

23   18th Sunday after Pentecost  

 

9am—Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

10:30am—K-4 Sunday School 

11am—Fellowship Time (Narthex) 

11:15am—Youth Choir (Choir Room) 

11:20am—Adult Ed (Dodds Hall) 

24 
 

7pm—Session Meeting  

                (Dodds Hall) 

7pm—Small Group Meeting 

(Fireside Room) 

25 
10am—Staff Meeting  

                (Pastor’s Office) 

5:30pm—Church Playgroup  

             (contact Kirianne for 

location!) 

6:30pm—Tai Chi (Narthex) 

26 
 

27 

6:30pm—Community Game 

                 Night (Dodds Hall) 

7:30pm—Choir Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary) 

28 

 

 

 

29 
10am—Small Group  

              Meeting 

(Fireside Room) 

30   19th Sunday after Pentecost  

 

9am—Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

10:30am—K-4 Sunday School 

11am—Fellowship Time (Narthex) 

11:15am—Youth Choir (Choir Room) 

11:20am—Adult Ed (Dodds Hall) 
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