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Worship Schedule for January 2019: 

Sunday, January 13:  The Baptism of the Lord, and 

the celebration of Ordinations and Installations 

 Scripture: Isaiah 43: 1-7 and Acts 8: 14-17 

 Message: “The Faith in Our Hands” 
 

Sunday, January 20: Our Revived Martin Luther 

King Jr. Sunday Tradition!  

 

The schedule for the day: 

 

 10am:  Service at First Presbyterian Church. 

  Message by the Rev. Paris Price, St. James 

 AME Zion congregation. 

 10:45:  March to the Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 Statue on the Commons. 

 10:55:  Message from Mayor Myrick 

 11:00:  March from the Commons to St. James 

 AME Zion Church (116 Cleveland Ave.) 

 11:20:  Service at St. James AME Zion Church

 Message by the Rev. Kirianne Weaver 

 Riehl, and music by a joined choir. 

 12:15:  Fellowship time together at Saint James  

  before departing.  

Please join us for this historic revival 

of an old and important tradition 
to our churches and community! 

 

Sunday, January 27, 10am:  

 Scripture: Luke 4: 14-21 

 Message: “”When Word Spreads” 

 The Reception of New Members 

 Chili Cook-Off and our Annual Meeting in 

Dodds Hall following the Service! 

  

Dear friends, 

The last two years there has been more talk of 

sanctuary than in the ten before it.  The Sanctuary 

Movement, revived as a protection for the 

undocumented among us, has gained steam, and 

churches are officially and unofficially offering 

harbor and safekeeping to people who are afraid for 

their lives.   

Sanctuary is an ancient concept.  In church we 

use the word pragmatically to mean our worship 

space, but the flavor of its older meaning comes out 

in phrases such as “bird sanctuary,” of which we 

have such a good local one: we are a place where 

holy things should practiced and protected in 

safety, such as life, freedom, spirit, self-concept, 

interpersonal love, Christian community. 

The first Sunday of this month, I talked about 

how we should stop at our doors and pay attention 

to what we bring into this church building.  I 

meant it.  When we enter this place, we should be 

preservers of the safety of all those within these 

walls.  This means many things: it means we cannot 

pass our own judgments on others, nor their 

lifestyles; that we cannot look down upon anyone 

for any measure not associated with their degree of 

goodness, kindness or compassion; and we must 

not, ever, promote unChristian measures of worth. 

Whenever we are in community, we can be 

invaded by these unwelcome judgments.  We pass 

them against others, in favoritism as well as distaste; 

we pass them against ourselves, in terms of what we 

show others and what of ourselves we hide.  (We 

often hide our most beautiful selves, for fear we 

will be ridiculed or scorned—yet Paul reminds us to 

be a fool for Christ, being unafraid to show any part 

of ourselves if it should win something of God’s love 

in return.)  We know we can be invaded by these 

thoughts, but we must resist: “with all humility and 

gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another 

in love” (Ephesians 4:2). 

I went to the Bronx High School of Science, 

which proudly considered itself a feeder school for 

Cornell—and I remember even then the rumors that 

it could be a pressure cooker.  For some this is true; 

the local mortuary attests to it most grimly.  While 

for some it is not, I remain convinced that what 

Ithaca needs us for as a church community, more 

than anything, is as a vent: a place where there is no 

competition, no load.  Ithaca needs us to be a haven 

from the tension, where no one is climbing any 

ladder, nor seeking any fame, other than that found 

in giving everything away on a cross. 

We are needed as a soul sanctuary.  Help us 

preserve our doors. 

                                                  In Christian friendship, 
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                  Deacons Corner                                              

 

  
Add a leaf to the tree today…. 

 

Engagement through Service 
 

The Deacons Sunday service in Nov asked the church 

community to engage through acts of kindness or desires to 

serve as Jesus taught us.  We asked you to commit your 

aspirations by writing them on an oak leaf sticky note.  During 

the course of the service those notes were added to a bare tree 

until the tree was fully “leaved” by the end of the sermon.  

This was to demonstrate that our small parts together add up to 

a greater whole.  Our message is: 
 

We, collectively, are making a difference. 

We, collectively, are creating great oaks. 

We, collectively, are creating beauty and goodness. 
 

This month’s Good News includes an insert featuring the 

beautiful oak tree full of your aspirations.  On the other side 

we share some of the commitments, more of which we will 

share over time. 

 

 

Deacon’s Activities—December 2018 

  On Deacon Sunday, we hope that you found it 

inspiring to place your leaves on the Engagement 

Tree.  “Remind me what was this,” you ask?   Once a 

year the Deacons plan a Sunday service.  This year, 

we used the metaphor of an oak tree full of leaves to 

represent our intentions to become engaged and pro-

vide service to our church and larger community.  So, 

we planned Deacon Sunday around this metaphor us-

ing hymns, bible readings, prayers, and the sermon to 

reinforce this image and message.  

 Our other activities in December, included, as in 

previous Decembers, providing a Christmas dinner 

and gifts for a family identified by the Salvation Ar-

my.  This year, the family consisted of parents and 4 

children.  We trust our gifts brightened their holiday. 

 Also, as in previous years, we delivered poinsettia 

plants to our homebound members to offer caring and 

we rang the Salvation Army Bell to collect donations 

at The Shops at Ithaca Mall. Lot of folks add coins and 

bills to the “kettle.”   

 The regular monthly activities, of course, contin-

ued.  These included preparing monthly communion, 

visiting members who are homebound or in the hos-

pital or nursing home, sending cards and calling those 

 Mission  
 

Join the mission work trip which will 
help coastal North Carolinians to 
move back into their homes dam-

aged by Hurricane Florence.   
Dates:  March 17 – 23. 

 
Rebuild homes in New Bern that are ready for 

construction so people who need help can  move 

back into a safe environment. 

Our work partners will be Fuller Center Disaster 

ReBuilders, a 501(c)(3) Christian organization dedi-

cated to serving the victims of major disasters in the 

United States. They were organized in the aftermath 

of Hurricane Katrina in 2005 and have supported re-

building in all the major hurricanes since then. Our 

homeowners must be uninsured (no flood insurance) 

and low-income. They use volunteer labor to make 

the rebuilding effort more affordable. They are fi-

nanced from donations and grants. 

The registration fee for accommodations is $100/

week per individual; this includes room and board 

for the week. They plan for teams to arrive on Sun-

day and depart on Saturday. We will be rebuilding 

the interior of homes that were flooded. They have 

tools but ask teams to bring what they might have if 

they can do so. 

Total trip expenses are estimated to be $250 and 

we will travel as a group from Ithaca.  Gail Farnham 

is our contact person with the site managers in New 

Bern and work assignments will keep us busy for a 

full 5 days. 

Contact Suzy Courtney 

(mscourtney228@gmail.com) or 607(209-4151) for 

more information and to signal your commitment to 

join a group dedicated to help the flood victims. 

in need of caring, arranging for the Sunday flowers, 

providing  student awards, celebrating new babies 

and delivering food items and staffing the Ithaca 

Kitchen Cupboard at the Salvation Army.    

In Service,  

Pam Hayes, Deacon 

Good News Page 5 

Announcements and Reminders 

In the Hospital? 
 

LET US KNOW! 

Call the church (272-2800) or 

 office@firstpresithaca.org. 

Cares & Concerns 

 

 
 

 

 

Birthdays in January 

 

2 – Dick Stevenson 

17 – Annabelle Wood 

19 – Royal Colle 

24 – OUR CHURCH,  

              in 1804! 

27 – Geoffrey Lightfoote 

28 – Ken White 

We are “First Presbyterian Church, Ithaca 

NY.” We post pictures, reflections, and  

announcements.  Stop by! 

Like Us on Facebook! 

We hold in our constant prayer: 

 

Alice Kelly; Martha Mapes;  

Don Scott; Connie Scott; Tom Scott; 

and John Shortle. 

 

We pray for our world, including:  

 

those under threat of famine,  

                       the crackdown on Christian churches in China, 

                                     those in recovery from natural disasters. 

 

What about Winter Weather? 

 What do you do when winter weather comes 

on a Sunday morning?  Do what is safe. 

 We will always be here at 10am Sunday to 

worship, and wherever two or three are gathered 

God is among us.  We ask, please, that if you do not 

feel safe coming to church due to the weather, you 

will protect yourself and stay home.  If you are in 

the choir, we will still survive.  If you are the 

liturgist, we will still survive.  We will miss you, 

but we love you and want you healthy and warm. 

 Make your decision on your situation—and if 

you choose to come, you will find us here. 
 


 

 On weekdays and for other activities, we will 

follow the ICSD calendar.  If there is no school, the 

office and other activities (Bible Study, small 

groups) will also be closed or cancelled.  Stay safe! 

Looking for a Historian! 

The wonderful Susan Nixson moved away, and now 

we are looking for a new Church Historian!  If you 

enjoy genealogy and archives, call the church! 

Memorial Services coming: 

For Paul Raymond Jones:  

July 19, 1930—January 3, 2019. 

Saturday, March 23 at 2pm at the church, 

followed by a reception in Dodds Hall. 

Paul’s daughter, Sara Cummings, is well-known to 

our congregation as the concertmaster of our 

Christmas Miracle Orchestra.  Meredyth Jones, 

Paul’s wife, remains in our prayers at this time of 

her loss.  Blessed are those who mourn, for they 

shall be comforted. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 2 

2pm—Communion Service 

(Longview) 

3 4 
 

 

5 

 

6      Epiphany of the Lord  
9am—Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

10:30am—K-4 Sunday School 

11am—Fellowship Time (Narthex) 

11:15am—Youth Choir (Choir Room) 

11:20am—Adult Ed (Dodds Hall) 

7 

3pm—Communion Service 

(Kendal) 

 

 

 

 

8 
10am—Staff Meeting  

                (Pastor’s Office) 

5:30pm—Church Playgroup  

             (contact Kirianne 

for location!) 

7:45pm—Adult Ed Meeting  

                 (Heritage Room) 

9 
 

10  

8:15am—Buildings &  

           Properties Meeting  

              (Heritage Room) 

6:30pm—Community Game 

                 Night (Dodds 

Hall) 

7:30pm—Choir Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary) 

11 
 

12 

 

13       Baptism of the Lord  
 

9am—Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

10:30am—K-4 Sunday School 

11am—Fellowship Time (Narthex) 

11:15am—Youth Choir (Choir Room) 

11:20am—Adult Ed (Dodds Hall) 

12:30pm—YMSS Meeting  

                    (Heritage Room) 

14   
11am—Missioner’s Meeting 

(Kendal) 
12pm—Annual Reports Due  
               (via e-mail) 

5pm—Worship, Music, & 

Spiritual Life  

                   Meeting  

              (Heritage Room) 

 

15 

5:30pm—Church Playgroup  

             (contact Kirianne 

for location!) 

 

16 
 

17 

6:30pm—Community Game 

                 Night (Dodds 

Hall) 

7:30pm—Choir Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary) 

7:30pm—JPIC Meeting 

                   (Heritage Room) 

 

 

18 
12pm—Good News 

Submission 

Deadline  

                    (via e-mail) 

19 

 

20 Martin Luther King Jr. 
Joined Services with  

   St. James AME Zion Church 

10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

10:45am—March to St. James 

11:20am—Service at St. James 

 

 

See the website and bulletin for more 
information on these services 

21 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

22 
10am—Staff Meeting  

                (Pastor’s Office) 

5:30pm—Church Playgroup  

             (contact Kirianne 

for location!) 

23 
12pm—Session Materials Due  
               (via e-mail) 
7pm—Finance Committee 

(Heritage Room) 

24     

6:30pm—Community Game 

Night  

                     (Dodds Hall) 

7:30pm—Choir Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary) 

25 

 

 

26 
3pm—Cornell Uni.   

           Glee Club  

    “Return from Tour”  

            Concert 

          (Sanctuary) 

 

27     3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

9am—Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

10:30am—K-4 Sunday School 

11am—Annual Chili Cook-off  

               followed by our Annual 
Congregational Meeting 
(Dodds Hall) 

 

28 
7pm—Joint Session &  

Deacons Meeting 

(Dodds Hall) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

29 
5:30pm—Church Playgroup  

             (contact Kirianne 

for location!) 

 
 

 

 

30 
 

 

 

 

 

 

31 
6:30pm—Community Game 

Night  

                     (Dodds Hall) 

7:30pm—Choir Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary) 
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We, collectively, 
are creating 
great oaks. 

First Presbyterian Church Ithaca, 2019 



Engagement through Service 
• Focus on “NOW” 
• I will help my friend, affected by flood in Mexico 
• Honor God’s creation by being more conscious of non-renewable 

resources and CHANGING 
• Smile at clerk in the check-out counter 
• Give more to church 
• Send a card 
• Do a better job of recycling 
• Be more accepting of mine and other’s mistakes 
• Be kind…you do not know somebody else’s battle 
• Give generously of my time and love 
• Donate food to Kitchen Cupboard 
• Tell friends and family how much they have meant in my life and I ♥ them 
• Leave a small note on a bookmark in library books 
• Offer to babysit neighbor’s children 
• Donate books 
• Help my parents 
• Knit scarves 
• Kinder to neighbors 
• Be more patient and a better servant 
• Spend time with recently widowed friend 
• Send a note to an old friend 
• Become a Deacon 
• Take no credit 
• Patience and compassion on the road 
• Smile at one new person every day 
• Carpool more often 
• I will work to increase inclusivity 
• Bake cookies for the Police and Fire Departments 
• Stop the pebble mine 
• Give more compliments 
• More patience with the aging process 
• Say “yes” to Nominating Committee if they call again 

Add a leaf to the tree today…. 


