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Worship Schedule for May 2018: 

Sunday, April 29, at 10am—Special Music Sunday,  
 featuring Gabriel Fauré’s Requiem! 
 

Wednesday, May 2, 2pm: Longview Communion 

 

Sunday, May 6, 10am: Worship with Communion 

 Scripture: 1 John 3: 16-23. 

 Sermon:  “Don’t Just Say It, Do It.” 

 

Monday, May 7, 3pm: Kendal Communion 

 in the Cascadilla Recreation Room. 

 

Sunday, May 13, 10am: Mother’s Day! 

 Scripture: John 17: 6-19. 

 Sermon: “Sent” 
“As you have sent me into the world,  

so I have sent them into the world.” - John 17:18 

Sunday, May 20, 10am: Youth Sunday and the  

 Sunday of Pentecost! 
 

 Join our youth as they lead us in worship;  

 celebrate the many languages of our church at  

 Pentecost, and sing as the children wave crêpe 
 flames in procession.  Many people enjoy 

 wearing red to celebrate Pentecost Sunday! 

 

Sunday, May 27, 10am:  Trinity Sunday! 

 Scripture: Isaiah 6: 1-8. 

 Sermon:  “You Know Better, Don’t You.” 

 (Last Sunday of Sunday School) 
 

 Also this day, have your cards ready to submit  

 for the Service Auction! 

Dear friends, 
 

 As I write this missive, thunder emits from the 

baseboard heaters of the offices as our new boiler is 

installed.  We have been playing a game of chance 

all winter, with relative good fortune—but Sunday, 

April 8, our old foot-warmer irreversibly died. 

 Not much of an Easter message, this, though it 

is a hunk of iron that will be recycled into 

something else—a pruning hook, if I had my 

druthers, over a sword.  But I do think about the 

history it has seen, and the many people it has 

warmed in its long life.  This essential piece of life-

giving warmth seems to require an ode, a eulogy, 

though not it but the human moments it has seen 

give it meaning. 

 Our old iron hotbox was installed September 

22, 1965, a top-of-the-line model for its day.  With 

over 300,000 BTUs, it replaced an old coal burner 

that had inhabited the entire choir wing of the 

building’s basement. 

 For twenty years, it kept the small children of 

the Ithaca Area Child Care program warm.  This 

community service was started in 1968 and lasted 

for 42 years, providing downtown families with 

local, reasonable childcare. 

 In October of 1993, it kept mourners warm as 

they gathered around the Rev. Dan Little, who had 

just lost his daughter, Cynthia, to a sudden cardiac 

arrest.  She had just been married when her husband 

came home to find her; Dan himself had just left the 

church to shepherd seminaries and churches 

through interim periods when he heard the tragic 

news, and returned home to grieve.  The 

congregation, filled with love, grieved alongside him.  

The furnace was there too, sighing long breaths 

without words.  It has been there to serve at the 

funerals of centenarians and babies, and has toasted 

weddings and baptisms.  We took it for granted for 

the most part, but it served faithfully nevertheless.   

 The patrons of the first Friendship Center did not 

take it for granted in December of 1988.  That winter, 

three separate low-income housing buildings had 

caught fire, and there were 23 homeless residents 

who needed the temperate living room haven this 

congregation provided.  We welcome ESL students 

from tropical climes to a heated building in winter; 

we serve suppers to love our community well; we 

have dances, and kick up our heels in bursts of cabin 

fever while unseasonal snow falls outside. 

 In October of 2001, 17 years ago, it welcomed a 

new visitor to church with warmth: Cindy Weaver, 

who was later to become the Rev. Cynthia Weaver 

with our love and blessing.  And, on a chilly March 

25, after church, it ministered to us as we underwent 

a difficult Congregational meeting, about which you 

can read more within on page 6.  It held on for 
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Higher Education: becoming knowledgeable about God’s Word and Work. 

Adult Education   
 

MAY 6— 

”ORIENTAL 

ASSEMBLY”. 

The Middle East 

is difficult to 

understand, and 

we may feel 

tempted at times 

to give up on it.  

T.E. Lawrence 

recorded his 

experiences 

traveling through 

Syria and Iraq in 

1911, during the 

waning days of the Ottoman Empire.  Lawrence’s 

travels were memorialized in the movie “Lawrence 

of Arabia,” but as a book—”Oriental Assembly”—

he offers a peek into a former age of the lands and 

peoples so troubled by conflict today.  Faith seeks 

understanding; come learn about the past, and 

question how it can offer us hope for the future. 

The class will be led by non-historian Rev. Riehl. 

 

 

MAY 13: THE OPIOID EPIDEMIC. 

All across the United States, the opioid crisis 

continues to cause devastating consequences to 

individuals, their families, and communities. Join us 

for an educational presentation by Rich Shaw, a 

substance use treatment professional, educator, and 

community advocate, to learn more about the 

opioid epidemic and how you can respond. Please 

feel free to invite friends and other community 

members. The presentation will be in Dodds Hall, 

11:25-12:15. 

 

MAY 20: “TO BREATHE FREE” 
Gail Farnham will present the film "To Breathe 

Free," the story of a Syrian Refugee family 

sponsored by an American church on their arrival, 

prepared by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. Dodds 

Hall, 11:25-12:15. 

 

 

 
MAY 27—TO BE ANNOUNCED. 

                          
 

 

In the Hospital? 
 

LET US KNOW! 

Local hospitals do not call us if 

you are in the hospital--but we would dearly like 

to know. If you have an emergency, please have 

someone in your family or a friend call the church 

(272-2800) or email office@firstpresithaca.org to 

inform us. Also, if you know of something we 

don't, please pass the word our way. Thank you for 

helping us with our pastoral care. 

Cares & Concerns 
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Announcements and Reminders 

Birthdays in May: 
 

1 – Ashley Bohn 

5 – Harlan Brumsted 

8 – Oscar Sybert 

9 – Eh Tha Yooi Lee 

9 – Chantal Koechli 

10 – Ezra Sybert 

18 – Phil Courtney 

18 – Patricia Hall 

30 – Hannah Kohut 

31 – Joy Mecenas 

31 – Tara Riley 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Charlotte Bruce; Dorothy Daetsch; Eleanor Glauer;  

Marybelle Gutenmann; Alice Kelly; Martha Mapes; 

Ruth Schaaf; Ruth Schlough; Connie Scott. 

Easter, April 1—and then, with a last breath, gave 

up the ghost. 

 On April 8, with joy and gladness, we 

welcomed the Rev. Dr. Cynthia A. Weaver, Ph.D., 

among us at half-time, to serve as a colleague in 

ministry, to assist us in the carrying out of our 

calling, and to challenge us in the living of our 

faith.  She will serve us in the areas of pastoral care 

with the Board of Deacons, help us in our spiritual 

life and the care and nurture of small groups, and 

be a worship leader among us.  She is already a 

friend to many, and known to many more; long 

before this service began, she was a warm presence 

among us.  We are blessed by so many in our midst. 

 Take a moment to thank that old boiler for its 

years of service among us, and to consider all the 

things it has silently beheld: the kingdom among us, 

our triumphs and failures, our hopes and the 

disentangling of our pride from our servanthood, in 

promoting Christ’s love and the glory of God in 

everything. 
 

 

 Be well, pray often, and do it all with love. 

...Continued from the cover... 

Applications are available for the 2018 Deacons 

Student Awards. The purpose of the Award is to 

encourage and assist members of our church  

family wishing to pursue their education beyond 

high school. The award is meant to supplement  
the primary monetary resources supporting  

advanced education/training. In 2018 the First 

Presbyterian Church will make three awards of 

$700 each. Applications are available in the church 

office.  

Deacons Student Award 
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Looking backward fondly; looking forward with hope! 

  

 
The Service Auction 

is coming!!! 

June 10 after church— 

starting at 11:30 in Dodds Hall! 
 

A Service Auction is a live auction of services 

offered in advance by members of the 

congregation.  In addition to mowing and leaf-

blowing, etc., services can be things such as: 
 

 Handyman services for 3 hours 

 A dinner for six at our house 

 Sunset boat ride with dessert for 4 

 Fresh garden vegetables every week for 

six weeks 

 Pizza and pool party 

 Help with your computer/technology 

questions 

 Guided hike or wilderness tour 

 Woodworking lessons 
 

…or really anything that you can do or imagine!   

 

All the funds we raise will go to support youth 

trips such as missions, Christian camp experiences, 

or Triennium—a special Presbyterian Youth 

Gathering that happens every three years.  Please 

have fun, put on your creative hats for a 

wonderful cause, and help us strengthen our 

fellowship together. 

 

We’ll begin with Fellowship Hour in Dodds, have 

a chance to look at samples/displays of items that 

are available for auction, and then begin the 

auction!  Start thinking now about what you 

would be willing to offer! 

 

Donation cards will be available May 6.   

Cards are due back Sunday, May 27  

(Memorial Day weekend!) 

We Say Farewell to John 

 

 

 

For those of you who have not been able to 

be present with us over the recent season, there 

have been some sudden and unexpected changes we 

need to let you know about.  Every church—every 

life, in fact—has its hard times, and we must all do 

our best to make it through them with together-

ness, grace, compassion and honesty. 

 

The Session called for a special 

congregational meeting to be held after church on 

March 25th, Palm Sunday, in Dodds Hall, taking 

the place of Adult Education that day.  The purpose 

of the meeting was to dissolve the pastoral 

relationship with the Rev. John McDonald, 

following three incidents of inappropriate pastoral 

behavior and improper use of social media.  Your 

Personnel Committee and Session, well and 

completely aided by the invaluable guidance of 

Presbytery, walked through a difficult and time-

absorbing process of understanding its role and 

responsibility, and working to protect and help 

everyone involved as well as possible. 

 

 We thank John for his ministry.  We have been 

the recipients of prayers given with love; sermons 

of thought-provoking challenge; and children’s 

times of care and teaching.  John has engaged many 

of us in our own ministries: developing the Youth 

Council, our Cuba mission connection, and walking 

with the Deacons as they explored new directions.  

He will be missed by many, who loved him as they 

love their church. He welcomed us into his life, and 

we welcomed him into ours, and we will always 

look on this as a time for which we are all thankful, 

and wish him healing and love to come. 
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Children, Youth, & Families 

YOUTH NEWS: 
 

 On April 8, we got together to process the changes in our 
youth program and to look ahead to what comes next.  We didn’t 
know it at the time, but the Summer of 2019 is also a 
TRIENNIUM SUMMER!  There’s no way we’re going to miss 
that, but if we’re good and focused, we should be able to do 
both.  SAVE WINTER BREAK! 
 

 Therefore, we have a lot of fundraising to do! That means we 
will still have a lock-in soon, invite friends, commit to attending, 
and start fundraising like crazy to make sure we can all go. 
Anyone who has gone will tell you that Triennium is the best, so 
we have a lot to do!!!  Here were some of our ideas: 
      -  Weekend yard work for donations 
      -  Tech help for donations (how to work your smart  
 phone, how to use social media, etc.!) 
      -  Suppers at church! 
      -  AND, OF COURSE... 
 

 THE SERVICE AUCTION!  LOOK ELSEWHERE IN THIS 
NEWSLETTER FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS! 
 

* * * YOUTH, PLAN TO BE IN CHURCH FOR THREE * * * 
SUNDAYS: MAY 27, JUNE 3, AND JUNE 10. 

JUNE 10, the Service Auction, plan to stay late! 
 

 Parents of Nursery children:  The Nursery will continue to 
be open 9:30-12:30 through May 27.  Starting June 3, it will 
only be open 9:30-11:30, and other after-church activities will 
either be open to all ages or off until September.  THE BIG 
EXCEPTION TO THIS will be Sunday, June 10 when we have the 

Service Auction!  During the Service Auction, the nursery will be staffed until 15 minutes 
after the auction ends, whenever that is—time enough to pay for any items you may have 
bought, and to talk over the big bids and big steals of the afternoon! 

Save the Dates: 

April 29 at 9:15am: 

Youth Choir meets in 

the sanctuary for 

rehearsal before singing 

the Fauré Sanctus 

May 6, Communion: 

Sunday School will join 

the congregation to 

receive communion. 

May 13: Mother’s Day!  

Children pass out 

flowers during the 

service! 

May 20: Pentecost and 

YOUTH SUNDAY!!! 

Youth: plan to arrive 

early to usher, prepare 

seating, and collaborate 

on any last-minute 

details that may arise. 

Children’s Sunday Morning Schedule  
 

9:45-12:30pm - Nursery is open; silent pagers available for parents. 

10:00-11:10am - Worship. 

After Children’s Time:  Elementary students leave for Sunday School on 

the second floor opposite the nursery 

11:10-11:30am - Fellowship Time — Narthex 

11:20-12:20pm - Youth Choir (kids K and up)—Choir Room 

11:20-12:20pm - Youth Group (middle and high school—check calendar) 
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Fossil Fuel Divestment Overture to General Assembly, 2018. 

The Divestment Movement:  

Economic and Moral Imperatives 
 

In recent years, the movement to divest from 

fossil-fuel based companies has gained 

momentum among large institutional investors, 

university endowments, and foundations.  The 

movement has been championed by Bill 

McKibbon and his organization 350.org (named 

for the number of parts-per-million that is 

considered the safe maximum level for Carbon 

Dioxide if we are to minimize human-induced 

climate change effects).  There are two 

overarching reasons to divest from corporations 

that are involved in fossil fuel production: moral 

imperative and economic pressures.  Either of 

these reasons would alone be enough to drive 

divestment by our church; the combination of the 

two of them makes divestment a priority. 
 

The moral imperative for divestment stems from 

the role that these fossil fuel corporations have in 

climate change, the growing realization that 

climate change is already occurring, and that its 

effects will be felt most keenly by the poor. With 

respect to the role that fossil fuel companies have 

in contributing to climate change, evidence 

suggests that the largest portion of greenhouse gas 

emissions can be traced to a relatively small 

number of companies.1 Moreover, these 

companies currently have reserves (access to 

additional fossil fuel deposits) that far exceed the 

amount of fossil fuels that most estimates indicate 

can be safely burned if we are to contain the 

effect of climate change.2 
 

As a Church, we have a duty to protect the most 

vulnerable people in society, and climate change 

is already causing “climate refugees” in many 

parts of the world as people are forced to leave 

land that is no longer productive due to changing 

weather patterns, or are left homeless due to 

increasing extreme weather events.3 Immediate 

action is necessary in order to stave off the most 

severe climate change effects and avert further 

 In September of 2017, our church was 

contacted by a member of the Hudson River 

Presbytery with a creation care request.  They had 

passed an overture asking the national church to 

divest from fossil fuels—a question that the church 

has faced in the past and rejected.  The Rev. Susan 

de George wanted to know if our congregation’s 

Session would be willing to sponsor a 

“concurrence” of their overture in our Presbytery, 

which would be a signal of the overture’s general 

support churchwide. 

 Our JPIC committee (Justice, Peace and the 

Integrity of Creation) worked with former member 

Megan Gregory in understanding and recom-

mending the overture.  Megan is now an active 

member of Winston-Salem Presbyterian Church, 

and it was wonderful to partner with her once 

more.  Our Session unanimously approved sending 

the overture to the Presbytery. 

 On March 20, 2018, the Presbytery of Geneva 

became the 37th Presbytery to approve of the 

overture.  The overture calls for the church to 

divest from the fossil fuel industry, and to reinvest 

in renewable energy and energy efficiency. 

 The following rationale was prepared for our 

Session by our friend and Elder Glen Dowell. 

 

GLOSSARY OF PC(USA) TERMS: 
Session:  The elected governing body of a local 

Presbyterian congregation. 

Overture: Something like a congressional bill sent to 

the Senate for passage, an Overture begins with a 

local church Session and must be concurred by that 

church’s Presbytery in order to be sent to the 

General Assembly. 

Presbytery:  A regional body of churches.  Our 

Presbytery is the Presbytery of Geneva.  There are 

173 Presbyteries in the PC(USA). 

General Assembly:  A biennial great gathering of the 

Presbyterian Church (USA), including delegates, 

young adults and theological students from the 

national church and ecumenical partners from the 

church worldwide.  The next GA is scheduled for 

June 16-23, 2018. 
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...Overture, continued…         The Rev. Cynthia A. Weaver 

environmental injustice.4 
 

Even if we were to ignore the moral arguments for 

divestiture, however, the economic arguments are 

strong.  Recently, the Norwegian Sovereign 

Wealth Fund, which is a $1 trillion fund that was 

built from oil royalties collected by the Norwegian 

Government, was advised to divest itself of all of 

its oil and gas holdings.5 The recommendation was 

made purely on the basis of poor financial returns 

from these stocks, and a dire outlook for them over 

the coming years, partly due to continued low 

prices for the commodity, and partly due to 

increased risk as more jurisdictions seek legal 

redress for the companies’ roles in not only 

contributing to climate change, but in 

disseminating misleading information about 

climate change.6  The Norwegian fund would not 

be the first oil-based fortune to divest itself from 

fossil fuels, as the Rockefeller Foundation did so 

several years ago, citing both economic and moral 

issues. 
 

In short, the time is now for us to take a stand and 

‘vote with our dollars.’  We can no longer pretend 

that investing Church funds in fossil fuel 

companies is either morally or economically 

justified.  We should divest as soon as is practically 

possible, both to send a signal that we will not use 

our funds to support an industry that is causing 

these problems, and to be proper stewards of our 

funds as the industry’s prospects dim. 
 

1  https://www.theguardian.com/sustainable-business/2017/

jul/10/100-fossil-fuel-companies-investors-responsible-71-

global-emissions-cdp-study-climate-change 

2 http://math.350.org/v
 

3 
http://www.ipcc.ch/ipccreports/tar/wg2/index.php?idp=450

 

4 
Environmental injustice refers to the tendency for 

socioeconomically disadvantaged groups to bear the brunt of 

environmental degradation problems, and was first 

documented n a report commissioned by the United Church of 

Christ (1987).
 

5 
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2017/nov/16/oil-

and-gas-shares-dip-as-norways-central-bank-advises-oslo-to-

divest 

6 https://www.theverge.com/2018/2/20/17031676/climate-

change-lawsuits-fossil-fuel-new-york-santa-cruz 

     What a joy it is to be  

welcomed home! Although I 

never dreamed I would have 

the opportunity to serve this 

congregation, when the  

Personnel Committee asked me 

if I would consider filling in on a part-time basis, I 

assumed I must be about to wake up from just 

such a dream, and I said, “Yes!” 

     Over the past couple years I have served other 

churches on a temporary basis while they  

completed their searches for new pastors. Never 

knowing what the gifts and graces of a new  

congregation would be and whether or not what I 

had to offer would fit any of its needs, I have to 

admit the excitement of serving a new church 

would have a hint of anxiety flavoring it.  

Fortunately, the congregations I served were full 

of good people seeking to serve the Lord in any 

way they could, and I am grateful for those  

opportunities. 

     As I return to the congregation that welcomed 

me, nurtured me, and encouraged me in my call to 

ministry, I do so already knowing of your  

commitment to service. This congregation is filled 

with generous people freely offering to use the 

gifts God gave them. For me, this means I have 

much to learn from you as we embrace our  

traditions while finding new and exciting ways to 

love and serve the Lord.  I’m so glad this dream is 

reality. 

 

With joy, 

Cindy  

(your old friend and new  

part-time temporary supply pastor)  



Virginia writes: 

“I was born in Chicago, Illinois and moved to 

Rochester, New York when I was seven years old 

and spent my childhood there.  I graduated from 

Cornell University and then SUNY Cortland, and 

went on to teach kindergarten and first grade in 

Corning, Cortland and Verona New York.  My 

husband Walter was also a teacher and that is why 

we moved to the Rome, New York area for his job 

teaching physical education.  I lived in the Rome 

area for 60 years and was an active member of the 

First Presbyterian Church there.  I sang in the 

choir, played handbells, and directed the children’s 

tone chime choir.  I moved here to McGraw House 

last July to be near my son Jim who is a member 

here.” 

Editor: Virginia, we are so delighted to welcome 

you, and I hope many people come to know your 

sweet and gentle spirit as I do! 

Virginia Zinter Semp 

Our church’s group working on issues 

related to “The New Jim Crow” book 

would like to draw your attention to 

the following request: 

 

It’s time for Tompkins County to think beyond the 

box!  Join the Chamber of Commerce, the 

Women’s Opportunity Center, Workforce NY, 

Hospitality Employment Training Program, 

Catholic Charities of Tompkins County, Challenge 

Workforce Solutions, Opportunities, Alternatives 

and Resources (OAR), Alternatives Federal Credit 

Union, and Ultimate Reentry Opportunity (URO) 

as we host the first annual  

 

Beyond the Box  

Networking and Job Fair 
 

May 29th from 11 am – 2 pm  

at the Space at Green Star.  
 

Network and connect with local employers and 

service providers who believe in removing barriers 

to employment, fair chance hiring practices and 

eliminating the stigma associated with 

incarceration. 

 

For more information:  

visit ccetompkins.org/BeyondBox  

or contact Taili Mugambee at tm554@cornell.edu.  

If you would like to register for a table, please 

contact the above!  

If you have questions about transportation and 

need a ride to the event, contact Way2Go at 

info@way2go.org or call Norma at 607-272-2292. 
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We Introduce Our New Members! 

Biography of the  
Aguilar-Pacheco family 

 

 “We are the Aguilar-Pacheco family. Our 

family is composed of two dads, Hector and 

Armando, and two sons, Joseph and Jacob. We 

moved from Pullman, WA to Ithaca, NY in June of 

2017 to work at Cornell University. We the dads 

were born and raised in Mexico and then lived in 

Los Angeles, CA, where we met. Hector is a 

Virologist, and Armando is a Chemist and an 

Artist. Joseph and Jacob attend Cayuga Heights 

Elementary School.  

 One thing all our family shares is the love 

for the arts in their many expressions, including 

music, dancing, painting, drawing, sculpture, and 

theater. In addition, we all (and particularly Joseph 

and Jacob) love to play and play and play, 

especially outdoors. Ah, and we all love cooking 

and eating great food.” 

  

Editor:  Some of you may already have met Hector 

in the Chancel Choir, and seen Joseph and Jacob in 

the Children’s Choir.  Hector and Armando are 

also part of one of our Sunday School teaching 

teams. 

Michael Dixon 

Michael Dixon is a Customer Advocate for Anthem 

Blue Cross Blue Shield, assisting federal employees 

and retirees. He also works as a Community Service 

Professional for Franziska Racker Centers. 

In his spare time, Michael is a spoken word 

performer and director, poet, medieval re-creator, 

and boardgamer. 

 

Editor:  He is the organizer of Community Game 

Night at First Presbyterian Church.  You've also 

seen him in our worship recreation of “A Christmas 

Carol,” as Pilate on Good Friday, as a Centurion at 

Vacation Bible School, and as a worship liturgist on 

Sunday mornings!  

 

 



Suzanne Scholten  

and Joe Tonzola 

Suzanne writes: 

“I’m really excited to be a member of the First 

Presbyterian church of Ithaca! My husband and I 

have been looking for a progressive church family. 

With each passing Sunday, we look forward to 

challenging how we think in our daily lives and 

meeting so many people of faith. I feel very 

blessed with the warmth from everyone and look 

forward to assist this congregation in anyway I 

can. I hope to meet you soon!” 

Some of you may have met Suzanne already in 

Vacation Bible School, as a Sunday School 

teacher, or in a dramatic role in “A Christmas 

Carol” or on Good Friday! 

A native of Kansas City, Susan attended the 

College of Wooster and University of Illinois 

before going to Hong Kong for two years of 

service under the Presbyterian Church. It was cut 

short so she could participate in its Crisis in the 

Nation program during the turmoil of the 1960s. 

 

Susan has worked in social services in Denver, 

school social work in New Jersey and Southern 

Tier Hospice out of Corning. She was her 

husband’s field assistant for research in the 

Caribbean in the 1980s. In retirement she is 

involved in environmental and justice issues. She 

lives at Commonland.  

 

Editor:  Susan has been a longtime friend of our 

congregation, and an active voice in ICAN and 

JPIC, working for environmental and social 

justice issues locally and worldwide! 
Susan Multer 

Good News Supplement 

We Introduce Our New Members! 

Christine Gottshall Chernikoff 

 Christine grew up in the Southeastern 

Pennsylvania Conference of the United Church of 

Christ, where her mom served as a minister. She 

moved to Ithaca this summer with her husband, 

who grew up in the area, and she is currently 

teaching 5th grade in the Ithaca City School 

District. Prior to the move, Christine taught 

elementary school in Boston and Philadelphia. She 

loves working with upper elementary kids, as they 

keep her on her toes and laughing.  

 She sometimes misses the busy pace of 

living and working in Philly, but is learning to 

slow down a bit and enjoy weekend hikes in the 

woods. In past churches, she has helped with the 

children's choir, Vacation Bible School, worship 

leading and various mission projects, and she 

hopes to find ways to be useful to the First 

Presbyterian community.  

Editor:  Christine is a great reader with wonderful 

delivery, and has helped us out with several of our 

special worship services over Advent and Lent! 

Tom and Marti Macinski 

 Tom and Marti Macinski both grew up in Binghamton. We met and were married at First 

Presbyterian Church in Binghamton, where Marti had sung in the choir for years and was leading the 

youth group, while Tom served as a Deacon, then Elder and then as a Trustee.  

 We purchased vineyards in Lodi, NY in 1991, to establish Standing Stone Vineyards, a Farm Winery 

that became well known for elegant Riesling, Gewurztraminer, Chardonnay and more. While growing the 

winery, we kept our “day jobs” to help with funding. Marti practiced law, and Tom continued to work at 

IBM. After our daughter left for college, we moved to the winery and Tom commuted to Endicott, Fishkill, 

and often Shanghai, while Marti opened a small law office in Watkins Glen. The winery gradually took 

over our lives, and Marti became the full time manager and winemaker in 2001. Tom retired from IBM at 

the end of 2006 and joined Marti full time at the winery. 

 Last year we sold the winery to Fred Merwarth and Oskar Bynke, who had purchased the Herman J. 

Wiemer winery 10 years ago. This ensures that this very special vineyard property will be well cared for 

into the future. We continue to live at the house on the property, and we have a place on the lake that is 

perfect for sailing and drinking wine while the sun sets.  

 While many have worried that we won’t know what to do with ourselves, we are finding many 

projects that keep us occupied. Tom has Bonsai trees under cultivation, Marti is designing a quilt, and both 

are looking forward to having time to ride motorcycles and sail more often.  

Good News Supplement 

We Introduce Our New Members! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

 

1 
5:30pm—Church Playgroup  

             (Kirianne’s House: 

401 Salem Dr) 

6:30pm—Tai Chi (Narthex) 

7pm—AA (Dodds Hall) 

2 
2pm—Communion Service 

(Longview) 

2pm—Women’s Bible Study 

(Heritage Room) 

3 

6:30pm—Community Game 

Night  

                  (Dodds Hall) 

7:30pm—Choir Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary) 

4 
10am—Al-Anon  

             (Fireside Room) 

5 
 

6      Communion Sunday  
 

9am—Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

10:30am—K-4 Sunday School 

11am—Fellowship Time (Narthex) 

11:20am—Programs for All Ages 

 

7 
3pm—Communion Service 

(Kendal) 

7pm—Deacons Meeting 

               (Dodds Hall) 

 

 

 

8     9:30am—Staff Meeting  

  (Pastor’s Office) 

5:30pm—Church Playgroup  

             (Kirianne’s House: 

401 Salem Dr) 

6:30pm—Tai Chi (Narthex) 

7pm—AA (Dodds Hall) 

7:40pm—Adult Ed Meeting  

                 (Heritage Room) 

9 
2pm—Women’s Bible Study 

(Heritage Room) 

5:15pm—Personnel Meeting 

(Fireside Room) 

10 

8:15am—Buildings &  

           Properties Meeting  

              (Heritage Room) 

6:30pm—Community Game 

Night  

                  (Dodds Hall) 

7:30pm—Choir Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary) 

11 
10am—Al-Anon  

             (Fireside Room 

 

American Guild of  

Organists Concert 

              (Time TBA) 

12 

 

13           Mother’s Day 

 

9am—Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

10:30am—K-4 Sunday School 

11am—Fellowship Time (Narthex) 

11:20am—Programs for All Ages 

14     

11am—Missioner’s Meeting  

                  (Kendal) 

5pm—WMSL Meeting  

              (Heritage Room) 

6:30pm—YMSS Meeting

(Heritage Room) 

15 

5:30pm—Church Playgroup  

             (Kirianne’s House: 

401 Salem Dr) 

6:30pm—Tai Chi (Narthex) 

7pm—AA (Dodds Hall) 

 

16       

12pm—Session Materials   

                         Due (via e-mail) 

2pm—Women’s Bible Study 

(Heritage Room) 

5pm—Membership Connections  

                (Heritage Room) 
7pm—Finance Committee 

(Heritage Room) 

17 

6:30pm—Community Game 

Night  

                  (Dodds Hall) 

7:30pm—JPIC Meeting 

(Heritage Room) 

7:30pm—Choir Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary) 

 

18 
10am—Al-Anon  

             (Fireside Room) 

12pm—Good News  

              Submission  

                 Deadline  

                (via e-mail) 

19 
 

20   Youth Sunday & Pentecost 

 

9am—Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

10:30am—K-4 Sunday School 

11am—Fellowship Time (Narthex) 

11:20am—Programs for All Ages 
 

21 
 

7pm—Session Meeting  

                (Dodds Hall) 

22 
10am—Staff Meeting  

                (Pastor’s Office) 

5:30pm—Church Playgroup  

             (Kirianne’s House: 

401 Salem Dr) 

6:30pm—Tai Chi (Narthex) 

7pm—AA (Dodds Hall) 

23   
 

24 

9am—Good News Mailing 

6:30pm—Community Game 

Night  

                  (Dodds Hall) 

7:30pm—Choir Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary) 

25 

10am—Al-Anon  

             (Fireside Room) 

 

 

26 
4pm—Friendship 

Center Meal 

27         Trinity Sunday 

 

9am—Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

10:30am—K-4 Sunday School 

11am—Fellowship Time (Narthex) 

11:20am—Programs for All Ages 

 
 

28 

 

Office Closed 
 

 

 

Memorial Day 

29 
5:30pm—Church Playgroup  

             (Kirianne’s House: 

401 Salem Dr) 

6:30pm—Tai Chi (Narthex) 

7pm—AA (Dodds Hall) 

 

 

30 
 

 

 

 

 

31 
6:30pm—Community Game 

Night  

                  (Dodds Hall) 

7:30pm—Choir Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary) 
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