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Worship Schedule for June 2018: 

Sunday, May 27, at 10am—Trinity Sunday and 

Memorial Day weekend  

 (And also the day to return cards for the  

 Service Auction!) 
 

Sunday, June 3, 10am: Worship with Communion 

(Second Sunday after Pentecost) 

 Scripture: Mark 2: 33-3: 6 

 Sermon:  “Being Different.” 
 

 This is the last Sunday of Sunday School for  

 the summer, and we will honor our great   

 Sunday School teachers, too. 

 Stay after worship for the Church Picnic! 
 

Monday, June 4, 3pm: Kendal Communion 

 in the Cascadilla Recreation Room. 
 

Wednesday, June 6, 2pm: Longview Communion 
 

These are the last of our Kendal / Longview 
communion services until September  

 

Sunday, June 10, 10am: Third Sunday after  

 Pentecost 

 Scripture: Mark 3: 20-35. 

 Sermon:  “They could not even eat.” 
 

 Stay after worship for the Service Auction! 
 

Sunday, June 17, 10am: Father’s Day! 

 Scripture: Mark 4: 26-34. 

 Sermon: “Able to Hear” 
 

Sunday, June 24, 10am: Fifth Sunday after  

 Pentecost 

 Scripture: Mark 4: 35-41. 

 Sermon:  “Riding the Storm.” 

Dear friends, 
 

 

 I remember, as a child, first learning to scoff 

at the idea that God is “up”.  It seems silly and 

childish to give God a direction, doesn’t it?  The 

Bible talks about “Ascension” (which was 

officially held by the church on Thursday, May 10 

this year), as the apostles reported seeing Jesus 

ascend to heaven; the dove of the Spirit at baptism 

comes down from the clouds; God appears to 

Moses at the top of Mount Sinai, and the voice of 

God comes to the mount of the Transfiguration 

from a cloud. 
 

 Even reading James and the Giant Peach, 

however, it was almost too ridiculous to tolerate 

the imaginary idea of “cloud men” who create 

storehouses of hail.  Michelangelo’s heavens, 

though beautifully painted, seem like a part of this 

trope—a useful visual metaphor, but nothing 

more, right?  God and the heavens being “up” is 

trite and dismissable.  We have now been “up”, as 

human beings; airplanes and rocket ships have not 

brought us closer to God—not unless we, with 

Emily Saliers of the Indigo Girls, find ourselves 

praying because of a fear of flying. 
 

 So I inwardly mocked for years the cliché of 

God’s altitude.  It wasn’t, in fact, until about a 

year or so ago that I considered this from the 

actual perspective of cosmology.  As a human 

standing with two feet on the ground, it seemed 

unidirectional—and then, one day, I saw “up” for 

what it truly is. 

 Up, as a direction, is not one way.  It is anti-

weight, the opposite of gravity.  As a place, it’s not an 

arrow that points skyward but a sphere of increasing 

greatness, which takes us away from our earth and 

ourselves and our heaviness and draws us to a 

perspective that is always bigger and further from our 

own.  Up, like God, like the Big Bang, like the 

universe, like time, is really Out. 
 

 

 And [Jacob] dreamed, and behold, there was a  

 ladder set up on earth, and the top of it reached  

 to heaven.  And behold, the angels of God were  
 ascending and descending on it!”   

        - Genesis 28: 12 
 

 

 As a church, it is our job to move Out.  Out of 

our shells in worship; out of our church in service; 

out of our present in time, and then Up, toward God’s 

ever-expanding greatness. 

 

 Be well, pray  often, and do it all with love. 
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Higher Education: becoming knowledgeable about God’s Word and Work. 

Earth care is one of the missions of our church. 

Solar power is fossil-free and economical, but some 

roofs are not suitable for solar panels--for example, 

the slate roof of our church does not invite them, 

nor do shady roofs. That's why our committee was 

attracted to the new Community Solar program, in 

which electricity is generated from a remote solar 

array. We learned that the church could subscribe 

to a share of a Community Solar farm through one 

of a few solar programs locally available. There is 

no installation of equipment on the subscriber's 

property--the electricity generated by the array 

feeds into the NYSEG grid, and the subscriber is 

billed by NYSEG and the solar program according 

to usage. Subscribers include non-profits as well as 

individual home owners and renters. 

 After attending seminars on Community 

Solar and studying the backgrounds, we chose two 

suppliers for interviews. We decided Nexamp's 

program best fit the needs of our church, and we 

recommended that Session subscribe to it. Session 

unanimously agreed. There is no up-front 

payment. For all of the electricity supplied from 

Nexamp, our church will save 10% on electric 

supply and delivery costs, as calculated from 

NYSEG rates at the time the electricity was 

used. We are assured of these savings for twenty 

years, but with 3 months’ notice we can cancel our 

contract, penalty-free. The same conditions apply 

to individual homeowners or renters.  

 While we do not endorse any one supplier 

over others, we encourage all members/friends to 

consider whether the Community Solar program 

meets your needs.  If you do decide to subscribe 

with Nexamp and you specify that you are a 

member or friend of our congregation, our church 

will receive a one-time $25 credit. Also, if you sign 

up before June 1, you will receive a one-time $50 

credit on your personal account. Signups, with 

credit to our church, can be made by calling 800-

945-5124 and mentioning that you are a member 

or friend of Ithaca First Presbyterian.  Or visit 

SolarizeMyBill.com and enter NYFPCI for the code 

near the bottom to credit the church. For questions 

or more information, email Angela Possinger 

(arp264@cornell.edu) or telephone Elmer Ewing 

(607-273-4934). 

Committee for Justice, Peace,  

and the Integrity of Creation (JPIC) 

 

A Word from the Furutas 

We asked the Furuta family if they would be willing 

to let everyone know how they are doing in 

Chicago, and we were delighted to hear their reply: 
 

“Dear friends at FPC of Ithaca, 

it has been a while since we left Ithaca, and we miss 

you and Ithaca very much.  We hope everyone 

enjoys spring days in Ithaca.  All my family is doing 

very well in our new place.  Here are some quick 

notes: 

 - Kazuma likes his new school, new teacher, and 

new friends.  Summer break here will start one 

month earlier than Ithaca! (New school year will 

also start one month earlier, of course.) 

 - Yamato loves to have fun at the playground, 

which is 1 minute walk from our house  He is 

always running and jumping everywhere. 

 - Junko finally completed lots of paperwork for kids 

related, and now is getting familiar with new places. 

 - Fumio, myself, am enjoying my new position at 

Fermilab.  There is a bison farm “in the lab” and it is 

located next to my work building.  

I could see them every day. 

I have visited several churches near 

us, and find FPC of Wheaton might 

be good for us.  We hope to have a 

chance to visit Ithaca and see you 

again! 

With best regards, 

Fumio, Junko, Kazuma and Yamato 

  2191 Stonehaven Way 

  Lisle, IL  60532                          
 

Solar for Our Church—and You? 

In the Hospital? 
 

LET US KNOW! 

Local hospitals do not call us if 

you are in the hospital--but we would dearly like 

to know. If you have an emergency, please have 

someone in your family or a friend call the church 

(272-2800) or email office@firstpresithaca.org to 

inform us. Also, if you know of something we 

don't, please pass the word our way. Thank you for 

helping us with our pastoral care. 

Cares & Concerns 
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Announcements and Reminders 

Birthdays in June: 
 

4 – Michael Dixon 

12 – Douglas Armstrong 

12 – Eller Sau Lee 

13 – Erika deGorter 

13 – Kazuma Furuta 

15 – Mason Patterson 

23 – Jonghaeng Yoon 

22 – Eliza Ferdinando 

23 – James Yoon 

24 – Saw Htoo 

27 – Claire Dowell 

28 – Margaret J. Thomas 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Charlotte Bruce; Dorothy Daetsch; Eleanor Glauer;  

Marybelle Gutenmann; Alice Kelly; Martha Mapes; 

Ruth Schaaf; Ruth Schlough; Connie Scott. 

Summer is coming!  But the Ithaca Kitchen 

Cupboard  (housed in the Salvation Army on 

Albany St.) still needs our help.  We are one of the 

participating churches who help distribute food on 

the first and third Thursdays of each month, all 

year long.  (from 1:30-3)  We could always use 

more helpers on our substitute list.  Speak to one of 

the “regulars,”  Jeanette, Janet, Hank or Ella to 

learn more about what is involved.  

Our church also helps provide food for the 

Kitchen Cupboard. You don’t have to have the 

special blue bag which we handed out in church;  

just bring your canned goods to the narthex and 

leave them on the shelves there. During the 

summer months you can also provide fresh 

vegetables and fruit if you have too much from 

your garden.   Deacons will take the food down to 

the Kitchen.    

 There is also a box for money if you would 

prefer to give money instead of canned goods.  The 

money that is collected during the year will be 

turned over to the Kitchen Cupboard at the end of 

the year, along with some other special funds.  

Our church has been supporting the Kitchen 

Cupboard for many years.  If you’re already 

supporting this project, we thank you.  For 

newcomers, this is a wonderful gift to many in the 

community who need our help. 

Help the Ithaca Kitchen Cupboard 

Applications are available for the 2018 Deacons 

Student Awards. The purpose of the Award is to 

encourage and assist members of our church  

family wishing to pursue their education beyond 

high school. The award is meant to supplement  
the primary monetary resources supporting  

advanced education/training. In 2018 the First 

Presbyterian Church will make three awards of 

$700 each. Applications are available in the church 

office. Deadline for applications is May 31, 2018. 

Deacons Student Award 
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Looking backward fondly; looking forward with hope! 

The Service Auction 
is coming!!! 

June 10 after church— 

starting at 11:30 in Dodds Hall! 
 

A Service Auction is a live auction of services 

offered in advance by members of the 

congregation.  In addition to mowing and leaf-

blowing, etc., services can be things such as: 
 

 Handyman services for 3 hours 

 A dinner for six at our house 

 Sunset boat ride with dessert for 4 

 Fresh garden vegetables every week for 

six weeks 

 Pizza and pool party 

 Help with your computer/technology 

questions 

 Guided hike or wilderness tour 

 Woodworking lessons 
 

…or really anything that you can do or imagine!   

 

Be sure to come to the auction 

Sunday, June 10! 

Remember a checkbook if you 

think you might enjoy bidding on 

something (and you never know what 

might seem just right at the time!) 
We also take IOUs from members and friends. 

 

We’ll begin with Fellowship Hour in Dodds, have 

a chance to look at samples/displays of items that 

are available for auction, and then begin the 

auction!  Start thinking now about what you 

would be willing to offer! 

 

Service Cards are due back Sunday, May 27  

(Memorial Day weekend!) 

It’s Time for our Annual 
Church Picnic! 

June 3 after church— 

starting at 11:00 in DeWitt Park 

(or Dodds Hall if it rains) 
 

Bring a dish to pass and your own dishes and 

flatware to prevent creating trash (we will have 

disposables here just in case).  Eat with us, share 

good fellowship, and then enjoy the afternoon of 

IthacaFest! 

 

In recent years, we have enjoyed storytelling 

Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol” in Sunday 

Services around the time of Christmas.  This year 

we are planning to make it a stand-alone event in 

Dodds Hall, and we’re welcoming members and 

friends to take part!  If you might be interested, 

contact Michael Dixon: tokiredbeard@gmail.com 

“A Christmas Carol” is com-
ing again this Christmas ! 

In the Summertime, we don’t have our regular 

choir singing—but we LOVE adding special music 

to our service!  If you or a friend is willing to 

volunteer, please PLEASE let us know—we would 

delight in your addition to our worship!  Talk to 

Kirianne (Kirianne@firstpresithaca.org)…  

Thank You!!! 

Could You Help Provide 
Special Music? 
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Children, Youth, & Families 

YOUTH NEWS: 
 

 Remember to SAVE WINTER BREAK for a mission trip 
together!  Check out www.doornetwork.org to learn more about 
their Discover trips, and pray about your calling to participate!  
Open to youth age 13+ as of January 2019 and chaperones. 
 

 Therefore, we have a lot of fundraising to do! That means we 
will still have a lock-in soon, invite friends, commit to attending, 
and start fundraising like crazy to make sure we can all go. 
Anyone who has gone will tell you that Triennium is the best, so 
we have a lot to do!  Here were some of our ideas: 
      -  Weekend yard work for donations 
      -  Tech help for donations (how to work your smart  
 phone, how to use social media, post photos, etc.!) 
      -  Suppers at church! 
      -  AND, OF COURSE... 
 

 THE SERVICE AUCTION!  LOOK ELSEWHERE IN THIS 
NEWSLETTER FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS! 
 

* * * YOUTH, PLAN TO BE IN CHURCH FOR THREE * * * 
SUNDAYS: MAY 27, JUNE 3, AND JUNE 10. 

JUNE 10, the Service Auction, plan to stay late! 
 
 
 

Parents of Nursery children:   

 
The Nursery will continue to be open 9:30-12:30 through June 3.  
Starting June 17, it will only be open 9:30-11:30, and other 
after-church activities will either be open to all ages or off until 

Save the Dates: 

May 26-27: Camping 

overnight with Dryden 

Presbyterian Church 

Youth Group 

May 27: Youth — 

Collect cards for the 

Service Auction from 

Fellowship Hour. 

June 3: Last week    

of Sunday School. 

We Honor our Sunday 

School Teachers! 

June 3, after church: 

CHURCH PICNIC! 

June 10, after church: 

SERVICE AUCTION! 

See the notes to the 

Right for planning and 

 

Children’s Sunday Morning Schedule  
 

9:45-12:30pm - Nursery is open; silent pagers available for parents. 

 

10:00-11:10am - Worship. 

 

After Children’s Time:  Elementary students leave for Sunday School on 

the second floor opposite the nursery 

 

11:10-11:30am - Fellowship Time — Narthex 

11:20-12:20pm - Youth Choir (kids K and up)—Choir Room 
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The Friendship Center—Celebrating 30 Years 

How can you help with this mission?   
 

First with your annual pledge to 1st Presbyterian.  

For 30 years, certainly one of the longest supported 

missions, 1st Presbyterian's Missioners Committee 

has supported the FC with funds allocated from the 

annual budget.   These dollars fall far short of the 

current need.  Initially, the Rescue Mission staffed 

the FC seven days per week from 9-5.  Due to 

financial shortfall the FC is now closed on 

weekends, opening briefly for Saturday or Sunday 

meals.  The shelter has 12 rooms available for 

temporary housing.  Since June 2017 the staff has 

received 70 or more requests for this service. 

Second by donating to the Ithaca Thrifty 

Shopper. The Thrifty Shopper will take your gently 

used clothing and furnishings for resale.  They will 

also take all those sox, jeans, T-shirts, sweatshirts, 

etc. with holes, paint splatters and grease spots for 

recycling as rags.    Every dollar earned at the Ithaca 

Thrifty Shopper goes to support the Friendship 

Center.  Increased revenue from your donations 

may make it possible to add staff to open the FC on 

weekends.  It is located in the shopping plaza 

adjacent Tractor Supply. 

Third volunteer to provide a dish and/or help 

serve at the Saturday meal.  A core group of this 

congregation has been providing a hot meal at the 

Center on the 4th Saturday of each month.  We hold 

no monthly meetings.  All communication is via 

email or phone.  Set up for the meal starts at 3:30 

and the meal is served from 4-5pm.  We serve 

approximately 40 guests – or more.  If there are any 

left overs they are taken upstairs for the shelter 

residents.  We provide 4-5 main dishes, dessert and 

a juice beverage.  We always need 4-5 volunteers to 

help serve.   If you would like to be part of this 

church mission, please email me – 

jem31@cornell.edu – or see me after the service.  

 

Matthew 25:35 “For I was hungry and you fed me; I 
was thirsty and you gave me water; I was a stranger 

and you invited me into your homes;”  

Amity-Fellowship-Companionship-Alliance 

The beginning, source of action, the seed of the 

Friendship Center (FC) germinated within the 

congregation of this church.  It began with a search 

for a way to achieve an  active and individual role for 

the members and friends our congregation to  

promote peace and understanding between nations.  

Through a series of meetings, members of other 

community groups and organizations joined in the 

discussion.  A realization emerged that peace and 

understanding begins with the offer of friendship 

between individuals and expands as each hand 

reaches out to another. 

To begin the offer of friendship across barriers, 

the  Friendship Center was established in 1988.  It is 

a place where folks, particularly those on the 

margins of society, can come and share tea, coffee 

and conversation.  It provides a welcoming place for 

those need in need of a refuge from homelessness 

and loneliness.  It is a mission that this congregation 

has supported financially for 30 years. 

The FC has changed its physical location 

numerous times.  It transitioned from numerous 

store front locations staffed by volunteers to the 

administration of the Red Cross.  In March 2014 the 

Syracuse Rescue Mission assumed management of 

the Red Cross shelter, food pantry and the FC.  This 

change in management brought about welcome 

changes to the Friendship Center.   The FC is open 5 

days per week from 9-4 and is open on weekends for 

special meals. Professional staff are available to help 

those in need of temporary housing and other related 

issues.  Often an initial visit to the FC results in a 

client finding the resources needed to transition into 

stable living conditions.      

Starting in November 2012 at the urging of Pastor 

Tewell and John Weiss, 1st Pres has been providing a 

meal on the fourth Saturday of the month for all 

who are hungry.  In the beginning we were serving 

20-30 meals.  The number of meals served has been 

increasing. In  June and July for the past several 

years we have served 80-100 meals.  We have 

certainly experienced the miracle of loaves and 

fishes! 

Good News Page 5 

               Deacons Corner                       The Rev. Cynthia A. Weaver 

The Deacons met on May 7 and reluctantly 

accepted the resignation of Susan Nixon who is 

moving out of town.  Our “temporary 

supply,”  Rev. Cindy Weaver, shared with us ways 

to become better visitors to friends and members 

of our church.  She assured us that our presence 

was very important, not just that we carry on a 

long conversation with people we may not know 

well, and that the ministry of compassion is a basic 

part of our role as Deacons.  Other Deacon 

concerns were a report on the scholarship program 

for post high school education to members of our 

church family (applications are available in the 

office and due  by 5/31),and two projects to benefit 

ACT and IKC.  The first  of these is a concert 

which will be given in honor of Friedrich 

Bonhoeffer at Cornell on June 15.  The second 

project is an opportunity to buy raffle tickets  of a 

beautiful quilt.  Check the bulletin boards for 

more information. 

Elder Angela Possinger and Kyle Martin, fiancé of 

our Administrator Michaela Batstone, were both 

honored recently by Cornell University as being 

“Outstanding CALS Graduate Teaching 

Assistants”!  Ask them about their new Golden 

Apple! 

Kyle, rear left, and Angela, bottom right! 

     Sunday, May 20th was 

Pentecost and it was Youth 

Sunday. The worship service 

that morning was a joyful one 

in which we experienced the 

Holy Spirit at work through the 

youth of the church. Many of us have watched 

these young folks grow from sitting among the 

children on the chancel steps during children’s 

time to taking their places on the chancel platform 

in order to lead us in worship through words and 

music. 

     This transition from children sitting on the 

steps waiting for children’s time to be done in 

order to see what the snack of the week is to 

youth and adults prepared to lead worship seems 

to have happened in the blink of an eye, yet we 

know years have passed, and in those years the 

Holy Spirit surely has been at work. It has worked 

through the creativity and patience of Sunday 

School teachers and pastors who turned difficult 

concepts such as mercy, justice, and love into 

lessons the children could understand.  It has 

worked through the parents who brought the 

children to church each week, continued the 

lessons at home, and modeled what trying to live 

the gospel message looks like in all its difficulties 

and joys. It has worked through the people of the 

congregation who remembered the promises they 

made at every baptism to guide and nurture the 

children and encourage them to know and follow 

Christ. And, of course, it has worked through our 

youth as they used the gifts God has given them to 

lead us in worship through music, through words, 

and through time spent teaching the children 

sitting on the chancel steps. 

 

     Thank you all for this Pentecost experience of 

the Holy Spirit at work among us. 

 

Joyfully,  

Cindy 

Did You Know…? 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
1 
10am—Al-Anon  

             (Fireside Room) 

2 
 

3          Church Picnic  
 

9am—Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

10:30am—K-4 Sunday School 

11:00am—Church Picnic  

                  (Dewitt Park/Dodds Hall) 

 

4 
11am—Missioner’s Meeting  

                  (Kendal) 

3pm—Communion Service 

(Kendal) 

7pm—Deacons Meeting 

               (Dodds Hall) 

 

5  
9:30am—Staff Meeting  

  (Pastor’s Office) 

5:30pm—Church Playgroup  

             (Kirianne’s House: 

401 Salem Dr) 

6:30pm—Tai Chi (Narthex) 

7pm—AA (Dodds Hall) 

6 
2pm—Communion Service 

(Longview) 

 

7 

6:30pm—Community Game 

Night  

                  (Dodds Hall) 

7:30pm—Choir Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary) 

 

 

8 
10am—Al-Anon  

             (Fireside Room 

 

 

9 

 

10        Service Auction 

 

9am—Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

11:00am—Service Auction  

                       (Dodds Hall) 

11     

5pm—WMSL Meeting  

              (Heritage Room) 

6:30pm—YMSS Meeting

(Heritage Room) 

12 

5:30pm—Church Playgroup  

             (Kirianne’s House: 

401 Salem Dr) 

6:30pm—Tai Chi (Narthex) 

7pm—AA (Dodds Hall) 

7:40pm—Adult Ed Meeting  

                 (Heritage Room) 

13     

12pm—Session Materials   
                         Due (via e-mail 

5:15pm—Personnel Meeting 

(Fireside Room) 

 
 

14 

8:15am—Buildings &  

           Properties Meeting  

              (Heritage Room) 

6:30pm—Community Game 

Night  

                  (Dodds Hall) 

7:30pm—Choir Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary) 

15 
10am—Al-Anon  

             (Fireside Room) 

12pm—Good News 

Submission 

Deadline  

                   (via e-mail) 

 

16 
 

17           Father’s Day 

 

9am—Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

11am—Fellowship Time (Narthex) 

11:20am—Adult Education  

                            (Dodds Hall) 
 

18 
 

7pm—Session Meeting  

                (Dodds Hall) 

19 
10am—Staff Meeting  

                (Pastor’s Office) 

5:30pm—Church Playgroup  

             (Kirianne’s House: 

401 Salem Dr) 

6:30pm—Tai Chi (Narthex) 

7pm—AA (Dodds Hall) 

20  
5pm—Membership Connections  

                (Heritage Room) 
7pm—Finance Committee 

(Heritage Room) 

21 

9am—Good News Mailing 

6:30pm—Community Game 

Night  

                  (Dodds Hall) 

7:30pm—JPIC Meeting 

(Heritage Room) 

7:30pm—Choir Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary) 

22 

10am—Al-Anon  

             (Fireside Room) 

 

 

 

23 
4pm—Friendship 

Center Meal 

24        Trinity Sunday 

 

9am—Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

11am—Fellowship Time (Narthex) 
 

 

25 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

26 
6:30pm—Tai Chi (Narthex) 

7pm—AA (Dodds Hall) 

 

 

 

 

27 
 

 

 

 

 

28      6:30pm—Community   

                          Game Night  

              (Meditation Room  

& Choir Room) 

7:30pm—Choir Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary) 

 
 

29 
10am—Al-Anon  

             (Fireside Room) 

 
 

 

30 
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Vacation Bible School  —  Monday, June 25-Friday, June 29  —  6:00—8:00 p.m. 


