
SERMON:       “Hard to Believe”        

              “When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do 

not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished 

than you has been invited by your host.” 

                              

RESPONSE TO THE WORD OF GOD 

 

*  RECEIVING TITHES AND OFFERINGS.   

 One: Every good and gracious gift comes from God. 

 All:  Let us return for God’s work our good and gracious gifts. 
 

ANTHEM:  “Let Us Break Bread Together” Arr. William Lawrence 
  

*  DOXOLOGY:  (to the tune of “All Creatures of Our God and King”) 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.  Praise Christ, all creatures  

 here below.  Alleluia!  Praise Holy Spirit evermore.  Praise Triune  

 God, whom we adore.  Alleluia! 
 

*  PRAYER OF DEDICATION.   
 

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:   The Confession of 1967, selections. 

 The church confesses its faith when it bears a present witness to 

God’s grace in Jesus Christ.  In Jesus Christ, God was reconciling the 

world to himself.  Therefore, the church calls all people to be 

reconciled to God and to one another. 

 God has created the peoples of the earth to be one universal 

family.  In his reconciling love, God overcomes the barriers between 

sisters and brothers and breaks down every form of discrimination 

based on racial or ethnic difference.  The church labors for the 

abolition of all discrimination, and ministers to those injured by it.  

Congregations, individuals, or groups of Christians who exclude, 

dominate, or patronize others, however subtly, resist the Spirit of God 

and bring contempt on the faith which they profess. 

 With an urgency born of this hope, the church applies itself to 

present tasks and strives for a better world.  It does not identify 

limited progress with the kingdom of God on earth, nor does it 

despair in the face of disappointment and defeat.  In steadfast hope, 

the church looks beyond all partial achievement to the final triumph 

of God.  Amen. 
 

*  HYMN # 526 :       “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ”     Linstead  

 

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION. 

Our communion table is open to all.  Proceed down the  

center aisle to take communion by intinction, a practice  

of dipping bread into the cup.  Please tear off a generous portion  

of bread to dip, or use a gluten-free wafer found on the communion table 

at center.  Return to your seats by the side aisles.  If you prefer  

to be served in your seat, the servers will come to you there. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:             Rev. Phil Courtney  

God of mercy, you brought us to a land of plenty, yet we overlook its 

fruit and seek other profits. We judge ourselves and others by outward 

appearances, by the goods we have acquired, the money we have 

accumulated, and the authority we wield over others. Forgive us when 

we place ourselves at the head of the table and judge others to be less 

important than we are. Help us to remain your humble and thankful 

servants. 

 (...time for silent prayer) 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON.  

 One:   ...Friends, believe the good news of the gospel: 

All:     In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 
 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST: 

 One:   The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 All:    And also with you. 
 

*  RESPONSE:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD OF GOD 
  

CHILDREN’S TIME. 

Children who wish to go to Children’s Church can follow  

the teachers to their room.  Parents, please pick up your children from 

Children’s Church on the second floor following the service. 

 
 

*  HYMN #175:                        “Seek Ye First”                                 Lafferty  
 

HEBREW SCRIPTURE:       Jeremiah 2: 4-13          699 OT 

 

GOSPEL READING:   Luke 14:1, 7-14               77 NT 

       One:   The Word of the Lord.  

       All:   Thanks be to God! 

 
 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FOLLOWED BY THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name.   

  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.   

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

  and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.  

 

*  HYMN # 721:     “Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore”          Pescador 

                                                                                                    de Hombres 

*  BENEDICTION. 

 

*  CHORAL AMEN.  
 

POSTLUDE:  Partita in E Major: Preludio JS Bach   

 

Please join us after church for Fellowship time! 

 

IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH: 
 

• Today in Adult Education: The Rev. Phil Courtney will begin our fall 

series of Adult Ed classes with a Bible study and discussion. His title 

will be “Did Jesus Have a Sense of Humor?”  Come for a few smiles, 

and for fresh ways of looking at the Gospel stories.  Class meets 

downstairs in Dodds Hall right after Fellowship Time. 
 

• Come Help Celebrate Tom Scott’s Legacy: the Ethiopian Rural 

Education Project.  Saturday, September 7, from 1-3pm at Kendal.  

Many years ago Tom Scott worked with our church and Presbytery to 

start an innovative school in rural Ethiopia.  This celebration will help 

begin a drive to raise support for the school in Tom’s honor. 
 

• Next Week in Adult Education: Carol Hockett, Coordinator of School 

and Family Programs at Cornell’s Johnson Museum of Art since 2004, 

will give us an illustrated talk about the museum’s new fall exhibition.  

how the light gets in brings together a group of about 52 artists and 

artist collectives from 32 countries whose work engages themes of 

migration, immigration, displacement, and exile. It is about hope at a 

time in which migration has become one of the most pressing issues 

for humanity.  Carol is a member of Forest Home Chapel where she 

serves as chair of Staff Parish Relations and the Care team. As a district 

lay speaker she speaks at Longview and several small area churches. 

 



*   Sitting or standing is a matter of custom and preference but not a requirement.       

     You are invited to participate in whatever way makes you most comfortable. 

PREPARATION FOR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

 

Prelude:   “Prelude and Berceuse”  S Suzuki 

    Partita in E Major: Gavotte en Rondeau,  JS Bach  

    Menuets 1 and 2, Bourrée, and Gigue   

            Kate Wyly, violin, guest musician  

 

WELCOME.   Rev. Cindy Weaver 

 

*  CALL TO WORSHIP:   Liturgist: Michael Dixon 

One:  When days grow shorter, and green turns to yellow, orange, 

and red, 

All:    O God, our God, you remain merciful and loving. 

One:   When temperatures fall, and snow blankets the ground, 

All:     O God, our God, you remain merciful and loving. 

One:   When the robins return, and rains refresh the seeds at rest, 

All:     O God, our God, you remain merciful and loving. 

One:   When the noonday sun sends us looking for shade, and vines 

droop with ripe tomatoes, 

All:     O God, our God, you remain merciful and loving. 

One:   The days are growing shorter, and green will be turning to 

yellow, orange, and red, 

All:    and you, O God, our God, will remain merciful and loving. 
 

 

*   HYMN  #32:   “I Sing the Mighty Power of God”   Ellacombe  

 

 

 

 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 1—COMMUNION SUNDAY 

 9:00 am Nursery opens (until 11:30am) 

 9:00 am  Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

       10:00 am  Worship (Sanctuary) 

       11:00 am Fellowship Time (Narthex) 
 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 2—HAPPY LABOR DAY! 
  

 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 
 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4 
 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5 

 5:30 pm Yoga & Meditation (Fireside Room) 

 6:30 pm Community Game Night (Dodds Hall) 

 7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
 

 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 
 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 

 2:00 pm Missioners Meeting (Kendal) 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8—12TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 9:00 am Nursery opens (until 11:30am) 

 9:00 am Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

        10:00 am  Worship (Sanctuary) 

        11:00 am Fellowship Time (Narthex) 

        11:30 pm YMSS Meeting (Heritage Room) 

The First Presbyterian Church of Ithaca 
www.firstpresithaca.org; email office@firstpresithaca.org; 272-2800 

315 N. Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850 
 

Senior Pastor: the Rev. Kirianne Elizabeth Weaver 

Pastoral Supply: the Rev. Cynthia A. Weaver, Ph. D. 

Director of Christian Education: Suzanne Scholten  

Organist: Ian Woods;  Choir Director: Stephen Spinelli, D.M.A. 

Office Administrator: JP Garnett (M-F, 8:30-12:30) 

Business Manager: Kate Hubbs (M-Th, 1:30-4:30) 

                        Building Superintendent: Jim DuPay 

                      Custodian: William Josselyn 

For more info,  please visit our website at www.firstpresithaca.org 

and find us on Facebook:  First Presbyterian Church, Ithaca, NY. 

Our ushers this morning are:  Jeanette Miller, Debbie Sheer, Marge 

Broadhead, Abby Crimmins, Stella Martz, and Harrison Faulkner 
 

Our deacons preparing communion are:  John Weiss, Deborah Streeter, 

Geoff Lightfoote, and Will Lloyd 
 

Our communion servers are:  Tom Owens and Deborah Streeter 
 

Our greeters are:  Marilyn Ewing, Janet Mara, Beth Patton 
 

The Sanctuary candle for prayer is lit in memory of and gratitude for 

the life of Tom Scott. 
 

Fellowship Time snacks are potluck—bring something to share  

anytime, and carry it out when Fellowship Time is done! 
 

The Flowers for today’s service are given by  

Cindy Noble in memory of Martha Kelsey. 
 

We hold in our prayers:   

Nanse Josselyn; Alice Kelly; Martha Mapes; Gayle Park; Libby Patton; 

Connie Scott and her family; Tom Scott;  John Shortle; Martha Trattel; 

Bibs Warner;  and all those who hold their concerns privately. 

• Save the Date:  Get adventurous!  Be compassionate!  Join Gail, Sandra, 

Jan, Harris, Bob, Phil and Suzy on a Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 

work trip to rehab a home damaged by Hurricane Florence in New 

Bern, NC.  October 13 - 19.  Sign up with Gail Farnham 

(weisprin@ptd.net) or Suzy Courtney (mscourtney228@gmail.com) 

 

• New Piano Blurb….? 
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