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Worship Schedule for July and August 2019: 

Sunday, July 7, 10am:  

 The 14th Sunday of Ordinary Time, 

  with Communion 

 Scripture:  2 Kings 5: 1-14 

 Sermon:  “Complexifying.” 

Sunday, July 14, 10am:  

 The 15th Sunday of Ordinary Time  

 Scripture:  Luke 10: 25-37 

 Sermon:  “Neighboring.” 

Sunday, July 21, 10am:  

 The 16th Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 Scripture:  Luke 10: 38-42 

 Sermon:  “Dear Martha” 

Sunday, July 28, 10am:  

 The 17th Sunday of Ordinary Time  

 Scripture:  Genesis 1: 9-27 

 Sermon:  “The Spectrum of Life.” 

Sunday, August 4, 10am:  

 The 18th Sunday of Ordinary Time  

  with Communion 

 Scripture:   Luke 12: 13-21 

 Sermon:  “Holding on.” 

Sunday, August 11, 10am:  

 The 19th Sunday of Ordinary Time  

 Scripture:   Isaiah 1: 1, 10-20 

 Sermon:  “Learn to Do Good” 

Sunday, August 18, 10am:  

 The 20th Sunday of Ordinary Time  

 Scripture: Isaiah 5: 1-7 

 Sermon:  “What Is Expected.” 

Sunday, August 25, 10am:  

 The 21st Sunday of Ordinary Time  

 Scripture:  Isaiah 58: 9b-14 

 Sermon:  “Uplift.” 

Dear friends, 

 

 I found myself recently in an interesting 

conversation about modern culture, and its focus on 

being one’s own best advocate.  We are taught 

today, in a reversal on the humble past, to sell 

ourselves.  “Stand up for yourself, because no one 

else can stand up for you,” we are taught.  “Be your 

own best advocate,” our career coaches assert.  “I 

deserve it” has become a common phrase, 

unthinkable to our grandparents.  “But, what would 

the alternative be?” we came around to, as we 

talked. 

 It is true that we have to love the creature that 

God made us to be, in all our foibles and fallibilities, 

our particularities and peculiarities.  Overweening 

humility can leave us shells of ourselves, unable to 

believe we are capable of serving God in the 

powerful ways God needs.  “Love your neighbor as 

yourself,” the Bible intones, and we see that we 

cannot love our neighbor well without 

understanding ourselves, also, as lovable by God. 

 But modern culture is leading us into isolation 

by its focus on our own goals.  With the attitude of 

self-advancement, we encounter other people in 

order to sell ourselves—from which no relationship 

can form.  We speak, rather than listening—how 

else can I be sure that I have been my own best 

advocate?—and look for opportunities to bring 

conversations back to ourselves. 

 What is the alternative?  Here is what I think 

we are taught, as Christians: to give importance, to 

give time, to give advocacy and consideration and 

attentiveness to others’ wants and needs.  Not to do 
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this alone, but to do this in community with others 

who are doing the same, so that caring becomes like a 

currency of love, shared and passed on and paid 

forward. 

 When everyone is out for themselves, they walk 

away from one another at best having succeeded in 

leaving an impression, hopefully one strong enough 

to be noticed by all the other people who wanted to 

leave their own.  When we are here, primarily, for 

one another, giving our time rather than taking 

others’ attention, we can walk away with three gifts: 

one, of having given our time to another; second, of 

having received their attention in return; and third, 

of forming the start of a relationship of trust and care. 

 I know that you may have to sell yourself in an 

interview, or fight for your own raise at work, or leap 

at opportunities.  But I also know that our lives can 

be much, much richer when we spend them first in 

service: growing love, and showing the lessons Jesus 

cared most to teach us, in the treacherous journey he 

made to be among us. 

 

 Be well, pray often, and do it all with love. 
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       From Stewardship  

Summer is the time to get your hands into the dirt 

and enjoy the fruits of the earth.   How often do we 

connect our hands-on experience with gardening 

to God the Creator? 
 

Would you like to examine Biblical images of 

gardens while visiting church members’ live 

gardens?  Join the summer small group experience 

as we use Sarah Covin Juengst’s Like a Garden to 

guide our study of various garden images used to 

convey ideas of God's providential care.  

“Gardening in Biblical Times” sets the stage for 2) 

The Garden of the Lord: Nourishment for Body 

and Soul; 3) Connecting with Creation: Awareness 

and Responsibility; 4) Like a Watered Garden: 

Healing and Renewal; 5) Weeding and Pruning: 

Discipline and Confrontation; and 6) Bringing in 

the Sheaves: Hope and Thanksgiving. 
 

Hosting the first meeting at 7 PM on Monday, July 

8, Susan and Fred Van Sickle will lead the 

discussion and show us their garden at 12 

Waterview Circle.  Additional sites will be 

announced at that meeting.  Hopefully the group 

can culminate their experience with a potluck of 

garden dishes served at the last meeting on 

Monday, August 12. 
 

Like a Garden may be purchased at Amazon (check 

for alternate sources of used copies on website) or  

thethoughtfulChristian.com (discounted but 

charges postage).   Further information from Suzy 

Courtney (mscourtney228@gmail.com) and Susan 

Van Sickle (stvansickle@aol.com). 

Small Group Study  

The good news:  At the end of April our pledge 

receipts were ahead of budgeted expectations, that 

is,  from the first of this year until the end of April 

we received $114, 389 whereas we expected to 

receive $107,339 based on the fraction of the year 

now passed.  In addition the prior year pledges that 

were paid up exceeded our expectations by $2,405. 

The fair progress news:  As you will remember, our 

pledge goal for this year was $322,017 whereas 

pledges received came up only to 

$296, 667, 

leaving a gap 

of $25,350 

yet to 

achieve. 

 

Your 

Stewardship 

Committee is 

pleased to 

report that 

you have 

responded 

generously to the request to close the gap and we 

are about half way there. 

 

PLEASE consider prayerfully whether you can make 

a pledge this year or dig down and increase a pledge 

already made. 

 

                               Your Stewardship Committee 

$25,350  

Experience Gardens of the Spirit 
this Summer! 
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Announcements and Reminders 

Cares & Concerns 

In the Hospital? 
 

LET US KNOW! 

Call the church (272-2800) or 

Kirianne at 607-882-1325, or email 

the office: office@firstpresithaca.org. 

 

 
 

 

 

July 

1 – Tom Owens 

1 – Gayle Park 

10 – Nanse Josselyn 

11 – Sylvester Patterson 

15 – Jenna Sybert 

16 – Cindy Noble 

16 – Mary Berkelman 

28 – Jasmine Cuevas 

29 – Jean Healy 

31 – Lucile Finn 

 

August 

1 – Jenny Yoon 

6 – Roberta Kohut 

7 – Liam Riehl 

8 – Green May 

17 – Linda Allen 

18 – Gavin Dowell 

19 – Sandra Wayman 

22 – Michael Timmons 

24 – Bill Kelly 

25 – Elizabeth Mann 

26 – Lorraine E. Maxwell 

26 – Paul Riley  

Birthdays in July & August 

We are “First Presbyterian Church, Ithaca 

NY.” We post pictures, reflections, and  

announcements.  Stop by to see more photos 

like this one, of the Block Party! 

Like Us on Facebook! 

We hold in our constant prayer: 
 

Tom Hurst; Alice Kelly; Martha Mapes; 

Tom Scott; John Shortle; Connie Scott 

and her family; Norma Stevenson; 

Martha Trattel; Bibs Warner; and all 

those who hold their concerns privately. 
 

 

We pray with the Chens, on the loss 

of William’s father, Ho-Ping Chen.   

 

Do you have a prayer concern, or do you know of a pastoral 
concern to share with the staff?  Please let us know! 

We expect that any day now, Travis-Hyde will be 

pile-driving 90 piles for the new construction at 

the Old TCP Library Site across the street from the 
church.  As more detailed information becomes 

available, we will publish it in the bulletin and on 

the website. 
 

We will not allow visitors into the sanctuary 

during the day at that time.   
 

We covet your prayers for our sanctuary ceiling! 

This summer, we anticipate 

having more photos and 

information gathered to add 
to our Church Directory!  If 

you would be willing to 

help take photos or 
information, please email 

Kirianne: 

kirianne@firstpresithaca.org 
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Notes from our Members and Friends! 

For the next year, you might be able to meet this 

person in the pews, Leah Mould!  Active in her 

home Presbyterian church in Rochester, she is 

here studying for a Master's degree in Adolescent 

Education that's a dual program between IC and 

CU, with hopes to work in the city of Rochester 

with the school district, involving ecological ex-

perience and education in urban schools.  Leah is 

vegetarian, has served her church as interim 

youth director, loves bird watching, and has been 

learning some ASL--so when I heard that, she 

was immediately put to work in our Call to Wor-

ship for Pentecost Sunday!  Leah, we are glad you 

are here, even just for a while, and hope we can 

be community for you during your stay!  

Norma Stevenson is back home following her 

stroke, and her recovery is going so beautifully that 

you’d never know she’d visited a hospital at all.  

She and Dick just got back from her sister-in-law’s 

funeral service in Pittsburgh, where Norma grew 

up.  Thelma Moose Taylor, 86, was the widow of 

Norma’s brother.  He had been in the service, and 

when he was back home in the 80’s he underwent 

an operation for which he needed a transfusion of 

blood.  In the transfusion, he acquired AIDS, from 

which he later died.  Thelma had been a widow 

since then, and was “favorite aunt” to Norma and 

Dick’s children.  They appreciate the tomatoes Joy 

Mecenas gave them to grow.  Our prayers and love 

are with them! 

Norma Stevenson’s Recovery Meet local student Leah Mould! 

Charlie Woodworth writes to us: 
 

     “A pot hole in the road of life.  Monday may 

3rd I went to breakfast with some friends and 

classmates from the class of 1963. I didn’t feel too 

good so I just had oatmeal.  Things went downhill 

after that. Friday morning at 7 AM I had a 

ruptured appendix removed. I was in Cayuga 

medical Center in Ithaca.   

     “Yes, I had been in touch with my doctor. 

     “Yes, it did hurt. 

     “I am still in recovery mode with medication 

and mechanical devices hooked up. 

I am doing well considering the extent of the 

problem and my age. Do you know most 

appendectomies are between the ages of 10 and 30?” 

Congratulations, John Weiss! 

Congratulations to John Weiss on his retirement 

from Cornell University’s History Department!  

From an interview with the retiree: 
 

Kirianne: What do you plan to do with your 
retirement? 

John:  “People congratulate me, but they don’t 

always understand that they are congratulating 

someone who feels very ambivalent about it, because 

I could have stayed on with incredibly productive 

students, but other stuff is getting too demanding.  

I’ve been to Washington twice about Sudan, going to 

Bosnia, wanting to work with the Friendship Center 

and really be community with them and with us.  

Basicallly, I’m retiring to get on with my other 

projects, and they certainly include the church! 

 

 

Roofers at work at Cape Fear PC 
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        A Word from Cindy                         

from the task in front of you, look around, wonder 

about what you see and hear, and marvel at God’s 

creation. 

Wishing you a wonder-filled summer, 

Cindy 

     Never look to buy a tire pressure gauge the day 

after Father’s Day. This is a lesson I learned this 

past June 17th, the day after Father’s Day. It 

reminded me that there are always lessons to be 

learned as we walk through life on this lovely 

garden planet. Fortunately, not all lessons require 

hours of study and deep thought. Some, like my 

tire gauge lesson, make us chuckle and bring a 

smile. And so, I’d like to suggest that even though 

we may not have a summer vacation the way 

school students do, we adopt a vacation mentality 

as we go through the summer. 

     A vacation mentality means being open to 

taking deeper breaths and noticing the little things 

we usually hurry past. It means being amused by 

bits and pieces we might not ordinarily have time 

to notice and then letting your mind wonder 

about them. For example, did you know there is 

great competition to be the smallest church in the 

world? Cross Island Chapel in Oneida, NY claims 

this title though others disagree. It holds two 

people. I wonder what makes being the smallest 

church important to some, and I wonder what the 

acoustics are like, and I wonder how many 

committees it takes to support a two-person 

chapel? 

     According to The Totally Awesome Book of 

Useless Information by Noel Botham the average 

four-year-old child asks more than 400 questions a 

day. That probably doesn’t surprise anyone with a 

four-year-old, but it is an awesome thought in that 

having so many questions means being open to 

what is new and what is, indeed, awesome about 

the world God gave us to live in. 

     Some of us are good at putting down the 

responsibilities of life for a bit and enjoying the 

breeze and the sound of the birds or sitting with a 

glass of iced tea and a book, but others may need 

some prompting. So, for those who do better if you 

are given an assignment, here is your summer 

homework: at least twice a day raise your head 

Calling Summer Musicians! 

In the summertime, our services are 

made beautiful by the contributions 

of our Summer musicians! 
 

Instrumentalists, singers, groups of musicians, 

friends of the congregation—all these make up our 

Summer music additions.  Contact the office if you 

would like to participate in the fun! 

Come Visiting with Kirianne! 

 

Kirianne would like to welcome members and 

friends of the congregation to join her in visiting 

our friends and members of the community who 

can no longer come visit us.  Join her on Thursday 

mornings at 9:30am on the following summer dates: 
 

 Thursday, July 18 Thursday, August 1 

 Thursday, August 15 Thursday, August 29 
 

We’ll meet in my office, and end up having lunch 

together and supporting one another in ministry! 
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Announcements and Updates 

poor forecasts please call the church office, which is 

open until 4:30pm.  After 4:30, we’ll leave a note on 

the church’s Facebook page! 

July 10:  Joy and Leni Mecenas 

 179 West Haven Drive, Ithaca NY. 

 (off Westhaven Road on West Hill, house is on 

 left side of West Haven Drive) 

July 17:  Elmer and Marilyn Ewing 

 1520 Slaterville Road, Ithaca 

 (best to park along North side of Slaterville) 

July 24:  William and Angie Chen (or TBA?) 

 18 Highgate Circle, Cayuga Heights 

July 31:  Glen Dowell and Margaret Shackell-Dowell 

 21 Placid Terrace, Lansing 

 (You might want to bring a bathing suit and 

 towel, and/or clothes for yard games!) 

August 7:  Fred and Susan Van Sickle 

 12 Waterview Circle, Lansing 

August 14:  Margery Brodhead  

 136 North Sunset Drive, Ithaca (Cayuga Heights) 

August 21:  Weaver/Riehls 

 401 Salem Drive (Northeast off Hanshaw) 

August 28:  TBA 

 

We are exploring having some picnics in September 

as well, so stay tuned and have a wonderful, 

wonderful summer! 

 

Upcoming in the Life of the Church: 

• Saturday, June 22 : Owimpics!  
 

 At 1pm, the Ice Cream Torch Walk 

commences and the games begin.  There comes a 

time in every human’s life when a deep desire 

arises to have fun, be creative and enjoy this life 

we have been given.  This is that time—all 

Owimpians welcome! 

 Where: John and Elaine Weiss’s house 

   1148 Coddington Road 

   Ithaca, NY, 14850. 

 

• Vacation Bible School: Monday through Friday, 

August 19-23 from 5-8pm. 

For this program to be successful, we need lots of 

volunteers—both adults and youth.  We offer a 

free dinner as part of our VBS, and need group 

leaders, rotation leaders and donations of items.  

Keep an eye out later in the summer for items you 

could donate, and spread the word to anyone you 

think might like to come.  If you would like to 

volunteer, please reach out to Suzanne. 

• Thursday nights are Community Nights at First 

Presbyterian Church! 

5:30-6:30 is Yoga in the church narthex with 

Suzanne, followed by Game Night starting at 

6:30pm in Dodds Hall. 

Wednesday Night Picnics: 

In July and August, we have a fabulous tradition of 

church family picnics throughout the summer.  Held 

in various church members’ and friends’ backyards, 

we gather for wonderful potluck food, games, 

conversation, and relaxing fun. 

Weather events do arise, and some of our hosts have 

indoor space available but some don’t.  In case of 
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      Youth and Children Deacons Corner 

 

 

Vacation Bible School:  
August 19-23 from 5-8pm 

 

This free program includes dinner and is open to all 

children, and to youth as helpers.  Spread the word 

to anyone you think might like to come.  If you 

would like to volunteer, please reach out to 

Suzanne.  RSVP to participate: 

suzanne@firstpresithaca.org 

 

Come to Camp Whitman: 
Thursday and Friday, July 25-26 

 

Camp Whitman is our Presbytery’s lovely and local 

overnight camp.  FPCI has reserved a cabin for our 

youth from 7 yrs old to high school students. We 

will separate age groups for activities but will come 

together for meals and at night for stories around 

the campfire.   
 

Please RSVP to Suzanne as we need signed waivers 

from Camp Whitman ahead 

of time.  It’s the most 

affordable camp in this area, 

and welcomes all—consider 

it for your kids or mention it 

to a friend! 
 

www.campwhitman.org 

 

 

The Board of Deacons has granted Deacons 
Student Awards to the following applicants: 
 

Jasmine Cuevas.  

Jasmine is planning to begin studies at SUNY-

Cortland in the fall. She will pursue a degree in 

Adolescent English Education with a minor in 

Spanish. 

Claire Dowell 

Claire is planning to begin studies at University of 

Indiana – Bloomington in the fall. She plans to 

pursue a Bachelor of Science degree with a double 

major in human biology and environmental 

sciences with a minor in French. 
 

Allen Porterie 

Allen will be a senior at Cornell next fall. He plans 

to continue pursuing his goal of becoming a 

Professor of Theatre accompanied by an active 

acting career. 
 

To all three, we wish them very well with their 

next year of study, and hope we can help support 

all our students in their endeavors! 

Want to stay updated on Youth and Children’s news 

and events?  Sign up for the Youth and Children’s 
newsletter: go to firstpresithaca.org and let us know 

in “Contact Us”! 

Service Auction Success! 

What an amazing Service Auction we had this 

year!  The organization was really smooth, with 

computerized lists and notifications, and $3,200 

was raised for our 

youth program!  

Special praise to 

Suzanne, our 

organizer, to Laura 

and Mike who 

digitized the records 

and communicated 

with bidders and 

donors, and to the 

amazing Finn 

Stuelke, who wins 

Auctioneer of the 

Year 2019! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

  

 

 

 

 

2 
 

3 
  

 

4 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Office Closed 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Office Closed 

6    
 

7         Communion Sunday 
10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

11am—Fellowship Time (Narthex) 

8 

5pm—Worship, Music, & 

Spiritual Life  

                   Meeting  

              (Heritage Room) 

 

9 

7:45pm—Adult Ed Meeting 

(Heritage Room) 

10 
5:15pm—Personnel  

              Committee Meeting 

(Fireside Room) 
 

11 

8:15am—B&P Meeting 

(Heritage Room) 

5:30pm—Yoga & Meditation 

(Dodds Hall) 

6:30pm—Community Game 

                 Night (Dodds Hall) 

 

12 
 

13 

 

14       5th Sunday after Pentecost 
10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

11am—Fellowship Time (Narthex) 

12:30pm—YMSS Meeting  

(Heritage Room) 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
7pm—Finance Committee 

(Heritage Room) 
 

18   
5:30pm—Yoga & Meditation 

(Dodds Hall) 

6:30pm—Community Game 

Night (Dodds Hall) 

7:30pm—JPIC Meeting 

(Heritage Room) 

 

19 

 

 

20 
 

21  6th Sunday after Pentecost 

10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

11am—Fellowship Time (Narthex) 

 

 
 
 

 

22 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

24 
 

 

 

 

25 
6:30pm—Community Game 

Night  

                     (Dodds Hall) 
 
 
 

26 
 
 
 
 

 

27 

28   7th Sunday after Pentecost 

10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

11am—Fellowship Time (Narthex) 

29 30 31    
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————   Camp Whitman Youth Trip!   ———— 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
5:30pm—Yoga & Meditation 

(Dodds Hall) 

6:30pm—Community Game 

                 Night (Dodds Hall) 

 

2 3 

4     Communion Sunday 
10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

11am—Fellowship Time (Narthex) 

5 

 

 

 

 

6 
 

 

7 
 

8 

8:15am—B&P Meeting 

(Heritage Room) 

5:30pm—Yoga & Meditation 

(Dodds Hall) 

6:30pm—Community Game 

                 Night (Dodds Hall) 
 

9 
 

10      
 

11    9th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

11am—Fellowship Time (Narthex) 

12:30pm—YMSS Meeting  

(Heritage Room) 

12 

5pm—Worship, Music, & 

Spiritual Life  

                   Meeting  

              (Heritage Room) 

 

13 

7:45pm—Adult Ed Meeting 

(Heritage Room) 

14 
5:15pm—Personnel  

              Committee Meeting 

(Fireside Room) 
 

15 

5:30pm—Yoga & Meditation 

(Dodds Hall) 

6:30pm—Community Game 

                 Night (Dodds Hall) 

7:30pm—JPIC Meeting 

(Heritage Room) 

 

16 
12pm— 

Good News  

Submission  

Deadline  

          (via e-mail) 

 

17 

 

18     10th Sunday after Pentecost 
10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

11am—Fellowship Time (Narthex) 

19 
 

20 
9:30am—Staff Meeting  

                 (Pastor’s Office)   

21 
12pm—Session Materials 

Due (via e-mail) 
7pm—Finance Committee 

(Heritage Room) 
 

22  9am—Good News Mailing 

5:30pm—Yoga & Meditation 

(Dodds Hall) 

6:30pm—Community Game 

Night (Dodds Hall) 

 

23 

 

 

24 
 

25 11th Sunday after Pentecost 
10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 
11am—Fellowship Time (Narthex) 

 

 
 
 

 

26 
 

7pm—Session Meeting 

(Dodds Hall) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

27 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

28 
 

 

 

 

 

29 
5:30pm—Yoga & Meditation 

(Dodds Hall) 

6:30pm—Community Game 

Night  

                     (Dodds Hall) 
 

30 
 
 
 
 

 

31 

AUGUST 2019 
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————   Vacat ion Bible  School:  August  19 -23 ,  5:30  -  8 :00 p .m.    ———— 


