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Dear friends, 

 

 Snow already.  That’s the small talk for today as 

I write this letter, though I expect the weather will 

have changed by the time you read this.   You 

might be reading days later, or weeks, or maybe 

you are a reader some year in the future looking 

back over our church’s history and wondering what 

stories lie within.  (Are you interested in archives 

and historical records?  We’re looking for a church 

historian!  See page 7!) 

 If one were looking for stories, this would be a 

rich year into which to look.  As the new year 

approaches—after all, Advent is the start of the new 

liturgical year—I find myself reflective. 

 On page 2, you will be able to read about the 

sound system we have been testing.  I hope you 

have tried it by now, either in worship or on our 

special Demo Night.  I dream of a long-time 

problem for our church being resolved, without 

compromising our music—and I am filled with 

hope. 

 Our Seminar on Wheels (page 3) is deep in 

serious planning, and we are nearly ready to open 

for registrations.  This shared experience, and a 

deepening of our sense of faith-based justice, has so  

much potential to enliven our work locally and 

connect us deeply to one another.  It intersects with 

the amazing work of the New Jim Crow group that 

has recently formed and is taking strides.  My eyes 

grow wide at the wonder of what will come from 

this trip and the fellowship that will be built there. 

 We are planning another trip to come to the 

assistance of hurricane-ravaged North Carolina 

(more detail on page 4-5).   Here is a chance to put 

our faith into direct action and to love our neighbor 

very concretely.  We are all concerned about the 

world’s climate and our own roles; the chance to 

become the helpers is sacred and healing. 

 We have been approached with a third trip 

possibility, that of becoming Living Waters for the 

World church partners to several “orphaned” water 

installations in Kenya.  The areas of Kenya are not 

too distant from our long-standing interest in EREP, 

the Ethiopian Rural Education Project, which we 

long to reconnect with on a human level—and Tom 

Scott, one of its founders, is someone we want to 

honor with our ongoing work.  For a bit more 

information about this burgeoning project, read the 

related articles on page 5.   

 In every direction of our church life at this time, 

there is growth, potential, and so much reason to 

hope.  God is telling us a story that is weaving 

together all our lives into a fabric of community, a 

net of love, faith and care, that seems like Advent 

itself come to life as a child among us. 

 Come, Holy Spirit; dwell among us, full of grace 

and truth. 

What’s Inside: 
 

• Your Advent and Christmas Brochure 

• Youth page and Adult Education on 

the back of the calendar 

• A Seminar on Wheels 

• Mission Projects to North Carolina 

and Kenya/Ethiopia 
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The Testing of a Sound System 

 Saint Thomas Episcopal Church in New York 

City has long had a system called “pew-back 

speakers.”  Their original system was installed in 

1972.  When Session charged the Pastoral staff with 

working to improve our acoustics, Kirianne and 

Maury Tigner spoke with the verger of that parish 

and learned how little maintenance it had required 

over its 45-year history, and how successful it has 

been in providing acoustics for both music and 

speech. 

 

FAQ ABOUT THIS DEMO MODEL  

AND THE FINAL SYSTEM UNDER  

CONSIDERATION: 
 

1. If we choose to proceed with pew-back speakers 

in our sanctuary, they would be present in every 

pew and section of the sanctuary. 

2. This demo was created to leave a minimal 

impact on the sanctuary.  In a true installation, 

most visible cordage would come through the 

floor, and the speakers would be more solidly 

attached to the pew-backs.  Also, the electrical 

equipment currently near the choir would be 

hidden, likely behind a wooden panel.  This 

demo model is for the proof-of-concept of the 

improved sound quality only, not visual 

aesthetics! 

3. During our demo, the sanctuary’s normal 

speakers have been left turned on for those not 

sitting in the demo area.  This means that 

currently in demo mode there is more ambient 

reverberation and less clarity than there would 

be in a finished pew-back system. 

4. We have not as yet been able to source flatter, 

smaller speakers of the kind that would be 

needed for such an extensive network of units.  

Also, wood-colored units would need to be 

custom-made and would increase the potential 

cost dramatically. 

...continued on facing page. 

Our demonstration area is the first six pews near 
the center aisle, on the ramp side of the church (to 

the north, next to Court Street).  The 

demonstration will continue for six weeks, during 
which time we hope the congregation will take 

turns trying out this new model of sound, called 

“pew-back speakers.”  If for some reason you have a 

limited time period in which to experience the 
demo, please mention this to an usher and they will 

help you find a seat in the trial area.  At the end of 

the service, we will have individuals available to 
listen to and record your feedback.  Thank you for 

your cooperation, comments and involvement! 

 

A LITTLE BACKGROUND: 
 

 Since its renovation in 2004, our sanctuary has 

been a wonderful space for music.  We enjoy 

concert-hall acoustics for congregational hymnody, 

organ performance, and choral singing, and it was 

for these effects that the walls and surfaces were 

carefully designed.  At present we have a 3.1 

second reverberation for upper tonal sounds, and a 

six second reverb for deep tones. 

 For the same reason, however, we face 

tremendous challenges when it comes to the 

spoken word.  We will never know how many 

visitors do not return to our church because they 

couldn’t hear the sermon.  Our current speaker 

system was expensive to install and expensive to 

improve, and still has certainly not solved our 

issues.  Throughout the sanctuary, in some areas 

more extremely than in others, spoken words have 

little clarity and are very difficult to understand. 

 Along the way, various solutions have been 

proposed that involve compromising our musical 

acoustic in order to support clarity of speech.  Rugs, 

banners and dampening panels have all been 

discussed, but each would help at the expense of 

our musical programming.  Was there any solution, 

we wondered, that could result in the best of both 

worlds? 
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Announcements and Reminders 

In the Hospital? 
 

LET US KNOW! 

Call the church (272-2800) or of-

fice@firstpresithaca.org. 

Cares & Concerns 

 

 
 

Birthdays in December 

1 -  Martha Trattel 

2 – Zaris Sybert 

10 – Patrick Bohn 

10 – Deborah Streeter 

10 – Kelly Patterson 

11 – Ah Ling 

12 – Lucia Armstrong 

15 – Marilyn Ewing 

19 – Junko Furuta 

30 – Mike Ferdinando 

We are “First Presbyterian Church, Ithaca 

NY.” We post pictures, reflections, and  

announcements.  Stop by! 

Like Us on Facebook! 

Friendship Callers Ministry 

Set to Begin—Thursday, Jan 3! 
 

 Starting in January, Kirianne invites anyone 

who wishes to join her in calling on individuals in 

our area who would like visitors.  We’ll meet at 

church at 9am, group ourselves into pairs, and go to 

call on congregants, friends, and anyone else who 

would like us to come.  After calling, we’ll meet for 

lunch and touch base about how people are doing. 

 Starting on the 3rd, we will meet first and third 

Thursdays, 9am, weather permitting.  Let Kirianne 

know if you plan to come or know someone who 

would like a visit from us.  Thank you! 

We hold in our constant prayer: 

 

Alice Kelly; Martha Mapes;  

Don Scott; Connie Scott; Tom Scott; 

and John Shortle. 

 

Our special care this month is with: 
 

Awura-Abena Ansah, as she travels to 

Ghana to be with her family following 

her brother’s death; and the family of Eleanor Glauer 

following her death on October 29.  

What about Winter Weather? 

 What do you do when winter weather comes 

on a Sunday morning?  Do what is safe. 

 We will always be here at 10am Sunday to 

worship, and wherever two or three are gathered 

God is among us.  We ask, please, that if you do not 

feel safe coming to church due to the weather, you 

will protect yourself and stay home.  If you are in 

the choir, we will still survive.  If you are the 

liturgist, we will still survive.  We will miss you, 

but we love you and want you healthy and warm. 

 Make your decision on your situation—and if 

you choose to come, you will find us here. 
 


 

 On weekdays and for other activities, we will 

follow the ICSD calendar.  If there is no school, the 

office and other activities (Bible Study, small 

groups) will also be closed or cancelled.  Stay safe! 

Looking for a Historian! 

The wonderful Susan Nixson moved away, and now 

we are looking for a new Church Historian!  If you 

enjoy genealogy and archives, call the church! 
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                      Flowers                                           Deacons’ Corner 

 James Yoon sent the deacons a request for help 

for a roommate in danger of severe 

malnutrition.  She has received inadequate work 

study support, has had recent medical expenses, and 

is unable to buy enough food. Discussion ensued 

about what the deacons can do for her. We 

explored several options such as working with the 

Protestant Cooperative Ministry youth at Cornell to 

get her food  and introducing her to Loaves and 

Fishes and to the free beans and rice available at our 

church. We voted to grant her $100 for her near-

term needs. Tom will meet with her very soon to 

talk about her long-term needs. 

 The meeting also included the beginning of 

planning for new deacon training. 

 Christmas commitments: after signing up for 

bell-ringing at the Salvation Army kettle, 

the deacons also voted to support a family of six 

through the Salvation Army Adopt-A-Family 

Program. 

 Kirianne has begun Friendship Callers, a 

program that will call on people who would like 

visitors, either from the congregation or 

community.  

 Sunday November 18th will be 

Deacons’  Sunday. The theme will be service and 

the deacons will be giving the congregation many 

opportunities to think about ways to serve: new 

ways, well-known ways, and ways that haven’t 

been tried for a long time. 

 Church members will be supplied with 

several different methods of registering  their 

suggestions.  

 We hope their imaginations will be 

sparked  with the help of Leaves of Caring, 

Neighborliness, and Christian Love. 

Submitted by John Weiss, on behalf of the Deacons. 

Poinsettia Orders 

At Christmas many want to  

remember or honor loved ones 

through the gift of a poinsettia 

in the Chancel area. To order 

please fill in the form below and 

bring it or mail it, with your check (made out to First 

Presbyterian Church Flower Fund) to the Church 

Office.  

      Poinsettias are $15.50 each. You are welcome to 

take your poinsettia home on Christmas Eve or you 

may leave it and have it delivered to someone who is 

shut-in.  

 

(PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY) 

 

Name of Person(s) Ordering:  

 

____________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number_______________________________ 

 

Number of Poinsettias _______________ 

 

Name of person(s) being honored/remembered: 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________ 

 

 

Circle one:        In Honor of          In Memory of 

 

 

Orders must be received by December 17, 2018 

 

 

Mail to:           First Presbyterian Church 

315 N. Cayuga St. 

Ithaca, NY  14850 
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Seminar on Wheels: The History of Slavery, from Ithaca to Alabama 

♦ We have intentionally chosen ICSD’s Winter 

Break week to make this trip available to High 

School students in our area.  If you know of 

students who might be interested, we would 

like to hear from them. 

♦ We will soon announce a registration date, at 

which we will welcome first-come, first-served 

reservations and deposits for the 52 seats that 

will be available.  Registration will be available 

via the church website: firstpresithaca.org 
 

Please think now about your interest and 

availability, and contact Kirianne or Suzanne at 

church with any additional questions. 

Saturday Feb 16-23,  2019 

An exploration through faith and study 
of our nation’s history of slavery and  

concomitant racial injustice. 

 

This coming February, we invite our congregation 

to come together for a “Seminar on Wheels:” an 

intensive exploration of slavery in America and its 

aftereffects on our culture and society today. 
 

Traveling by bus, the Seminar will visit historic 

sites on the way to Montgomery, Alabama where 

we will visit the National Memorial for Peace and 

Justice (commonly known as the “National 

Lynching Memorial”).  We are still organizing our 

routes there and back, but other stops could 

include a plantation, spots along slavery’s Trail of 

Tears, the premiere of “Goodnight, Tyler” (a live 

theater production about a black boy shot by an 

officer), Harper’s Ferry (where John Brown and 

other abolitionists made their stand), the Southern 

Poverty Law Center, and the National Museum of 

African American History and Culture in 

Washington, D.C. 
 

On the bus as we travel, we will hear readings, 

watch films, and be led in prayer, discussion and 

community building.  The trip is being organized 

by a joint effort of our church and Angela Hopkins, 

the Director of the Friends Center for Racial Justice 

here in Ithaca. 
 

Some additional information about the trip: 

♦ The trip is open to students and adults age 14 

and up.  If mobility is a concern, please keep in 

mind that at times the trip will involve walking 

and uneven terrain. 

♦ We will stay in hotels along the way, and some 

meals will be included in the trip’s cost. 

♦ Some scholarships may be available, especially 

for youth. 

...continued from prior page 
 

4. The hearing assist headphones would still be 

able to be used with the pew-back speakers for 

additional volume. 

5. A complete system of the new kind would 

require additional speakers to be installed in the 

narthex and in the choir area. 

6. The total system would currently be estimated 

to cost between $32,000 and $35,000.  To put 

this in perspective, the speakers we currently 

have cost the church $50,000 to install and an 

additional $20,000 to improve.  We are hoping 

to cover the cost of the project with the support 

of individual donors with a special interest in 

this improvement. 

 

To register feedback or submit additional questions 

or comments, talk with the recorders who will be 

present in that section of the sanctuary each week, 
or talk to Maury or Kirianne.  Comments and 

questions can also be sent to Michaela at 

office@firstpresithaca.org. 
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A Word from Cindy 

 

Hands-on Mission: NC 

Team Responds to Hurricane Disasters 

In North Carolina 
 

Join the push for hands-on mission work!  Get your 

hands dirty in the effort to assist families and 

communities devastated by recent hurricanes.  Dig 

in with others who are willing to meet need face-to

-face beside and with our brothers and sisters. 
 

An agency of PC(USA), Presbyterian Disaster 

Assistance has surveyed the areas of greatest need 

in North Carolina and is designating sites that will 

be ready for work teams to begin efforts in the new 

year.  Members of First Presbyterian Church are 

signing up people who are interested in spending a 

week in North Carolina to aid in the recovery phase 

of relief work. 
 

Organizing the effort is a steering committee who 

will expand the search for team members to other 

churches in Geneva Presbytery.  The timing of the 

trip depends on PDA’s designation of specific tasks 

organized for each area of need.  The steering 

committee will stay in communication with PDA to 

assure that arrival of the team coincides with 

accommodation availability and adequate site 

preparation. 
 

Stay tuned to current trip planning  

through contact with Phil Courtney 

cphilipcourtney@gmail.com  
until a permanent contact person is designated. 

Roofers at work at Cape Fear PC 

     Even though I am writing this well before 

Thanksgiving, preparations for Christmas are well 

underway. Stores of all kinds are filling with 

Christmas wares and decorations, and media ads of 

all kinds are telling us to go out and buy those wares 

and decorations. This is neither a particularly astute 

observation nor a new one; each year I hear many 

others making the same comment. Yet, each year we 

give in to the pressure of those ads, and it is hard not 

to. Of course, there are times when we do need new 

decorations, and giving gifts is a wonderful thing to 

do. 

     Our cultural penchant for buying more things 

was brought home to me recently when I 

reluctantly rented a small storage unit to use as a 

temporary repository for family belongings as my 

siblings and I helped our father move from the good-

sized family home to a small apartment. I have to 

confess to having promised never to rent a storage 

unit. Even though I know they can be very helpful 

in times of transition, I had cynically thought of 

them as the new places of worship which we visit 

once a month or so to admire our stored treasures. 

     In spite of my cynicism, I have to admit I am 

grateful for the storage unit. It has given us time to 

sort through the family treasures and still get the 

house on the market quickly. More than time to 

look through generations of belongings, though, the 

unit has given us time together – time to share the 

memories brought by each item we look at, time for 

another laugh together, time to hear episodes in 

each of our lives the others may not have known 

about. At this point almost all of the accumulated 

treasures have left the storage unit and gone to 

charities, recycling, and the trash, but we will keep 

forever the gift of time together. 

     As we enter the season of Advent, may you know 

the true gifts of the season. May you know the love 

of family and friends. May you spend joyful time 

together, and may you know the love God sent to us 

in a baby that first early Christmas morning. 

With joy, Cindy 
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The State of the Church in NC: 

We are looking for people who would be willing to embark on these missions! 

Contact Phil Courtney (cphilipcourtney@gmail.com) to travel to North Carolina and help here at home. 

Contact Bill and Alice Kelly (woodenkelly@comcast.net) to join the scouting trip to Kenya (and possibly  

 Ethiopia) in 2019.  Contact Kirianne (kirianne@firstpresithaca.org) to register your interest in traveling   

 with Living Waters or EREP to Kenya/Ethiopia in January 2020! 

 Cape Fear Presbyterian Church may have been 

the hardest hit in the North Carolina area following 

Hurricane Florence (and then Michael).  Their 

entire facility was rendered unusable, save for one 

office.  Throughout October they were harbored by 

nearby sister church Winter Park Presbyterian 

Church. 

 In addition to mucking out their own rooms and 

starting the slow work of rehabilitating the space, 

the congregation has been hard at work helping the 

community.  They have been involved in drives for 

food, funds, and cleaning supplies, and have helped 

neighbors in distress. 

 For their own part, however, they have had 

much to do.  The entire roof needed re-shingling 

from leaking and mold growth; the work of 

removing the old roof has begun, with workers 

using ropes to rappel down its steep pitch. 

 Local Presbyterian churches have lent their own 

hand.  Carolina Beach Presbyterian Church was also 

in an area under mandatory evacuation during the 

hurricane, but their plant was spared.  In following 

meetings, however, the church decided to give all 

their mission funds for the year to those involved in 

Hurricane relief—and in doing so sent much of their 

assistance to Florida as well as to their more local 

community.  One of the destinations for the funds 

they distributed was their sister church, Cape Fear 

Presbyterian. 

 Through giving, helping and serving, we find 

ourselves all strengthened and supported; for we are 

called to love our neighbors as ourselves, the 

greatest commandment for us all. 

LWW, Kenya, Ethiopia and Us. 

 God is a wondrous guide through the adventure 

of life, and I am constantly amazed at how things 

come together.  Our church has been engaged in 

several trips now with Living Waters for the World, 

serving clean water installation sites in Cuba. 

 Bill and Alice Kelly are dreamers, and they have 

presented us with the chance to become the foster 

parents of two former installation sites in Kenya: 

one at a school and one at a hospital, both to the 

north and west of Nairobi.  A scouting trip is in the 

planning now. 

 As we discussed this possibility, I pointed out 

that this destination would be a neighbor interest to 

our longtime partnership with EREP, the Ethiopian 

Rural Education Project—a program of two schools 

with an innovative curriculum that took shape in 

rural India and which was brought to Ethiopia by, 

among others, our own Martha Mapes, Jan Parsons 

and Tom Scott! 

 Our conversations with these schools have 

focused recently on a building project with which 

they need our help.  Ethiopia has changed its 

accreditation requirements in recent years, such that 

an elementary school must include grades K-4.  Our 

EREP schools have been K-2 providers, and lost 

their accreditation because they did not have the 

rooms to expand their grade offerings.  We have 

been dreaming of helping them complete their 

expansion so they could continue to educate rural 

students with full governmental support. 

 Could these two mission destinations support 

one another?  Could we find that a partnership in 

Kenya deepens our partnership with a school project 

we knew at its conception?  Pray with us in all these 

endeavors, that we may discern God’s good call! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     30 

 

3pm—Hanging of the 

Greens (Meeting 

in Dodds Hall) 

1 
8am—New Jim 

Crow  

Training 

(Choir Room) 

2      1st Sunday of Advent  
& Communion Sunday  

9am—Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

10:30am—K-4 Sunday School 

11am—Fellowship Time (Narthex) 

11:15am—Youth Choir (Choir Room) 

11:20am—Adult Ed (Dodds Hall) 

3pm—“A Christmas Carol”  

                 Performance (Dodds Hall) 

3 

3pm—Communion Service 

(Kendal) 

7pm—Deacons Meeting 

               (Dodds Hall) 

 

 

 

 

4 
10am—Staff Meeting  

                (Pastor’s Office) 

5:30pm—Church Playgroup  

             (contact Kirianne 

for location!) 

6:30pm—Tai Chi (Narthex) 

5 
2pm—Communion Service 

(Longview) 

 

6  

6:30pm—Community Game 

                 Night (Dodds 

Hall) 

7:30pm—Choir Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary) 

 

 

7 
6pm—Yuletide Dinner 

and Concert 

(Dodds Hall 

& Sanctuary) 

 

8 

 

9         2nd Sunday of Advent  
 

9am—Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

10:30am—K-4 Sunday School 

11am—Fellowship Time (Narthex) 

11:15am—Youth Choir (Choir Room) 

11:20am—Adult Ed (Dodds Hall) 

12:30pm—Elder/Deacon Orientation 

(Heritage Room) 

12:30pm—YMSS Meeting  

                    (Heritage Room) 

10    
5pm—Worship, Music, & 

Spiritual Life  

                   Meeting  

              (Heritage Room) 

 

11 

5:30pm—Church Playgroup  

             (contact Kirianne 

for location!) 

6:30pm—Tai Chi (Narthex 

7:45pm—Adult Ed Meeting  

                 (Heritage Room) 

12     
5:15pm—Personnel Meeting  

                (Heritage Room) 
 

13 

8:15am—Buildings &  

           Properties Meeting  

              (Heritage Room) 

6:30pm—Community Game 

                 Night (Dodds 

Hall) 

7:30pm—Choir Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary) 

 

14 
 

15 
8am—New Jim 

Crow  

Training 

(Choir Room) 

16 Lessons and Carols  
             & Intergenerational Fair 

9am—Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

10:30am—K-4 Sunday School 

11am—Fellowship Time (Narthex) 

17 
 

18 
5:30pm—Church Playgroup  

             (contact Kirianne 

for location!) 
6:30pm—Tai Chi (Narthex 
 

19   
5pm—Membership  

                   Connections 

(Heritage Room) 
7pm—Finance Committee 

(Heritage Room) 

20    6:30pm—Community 

Game Night 

(Dodds Hall) 

7:30pm—JPIC Meeting 

                   (Heritage Room) 

7:30pm—Choir Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary) 

21 

 

 

22 
 

 

23     4th Sunday of Advent & 
Children’s Pageant 

10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

10:30am—K-4 Sunday School 

11am—Fellowship Time (Narthex) 

 
 
 
 

30  1st Sunday after Christmas 

10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

10:30am—K-4 Sunday School 

11am—Fellowship Time (Narthex) 

24 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Eve 
 

   7pm—Candlelight  

    Service (Sanctuary) 

_______________________ 

31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Year’s Eve 

25 
 

Office Closed  

Until  

January 2nd 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Day 

26 
 

 

 

 

 

 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

28 
 
 
 
 
 

 

29 
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Adult Education: 

December 2—Waking Up White Book Discussion—

On the first Sunday of Advent, we will be 

continuing our discussion of the book Waking Up 

White, and Finding Myself in the Story  of Race by 

Debby Irving.  In reading and discussing this book 

together, our hope is that we will gain a clearer 

understanding of the impact racism has had on all 

our lives no matter the color of our skin. It is an eye-

opening book which gently but insistently makes us 

aware of the unrecognized privileges given to those 

of us who are white, and in doing so gives us the 

ability to be more effective in our efforts to address 

the shame and sin that is racism. The books are 

available in the church office. Please come with 

open minds and hearts.  The book does not shame, 

but it does ask us to do more.  Discussion material is 

provided by the Presbyterian Church USA.  
 

December 9—GUEST SPEAKER, REV. SARA 

ARMSTRONG—Rev. Sara Armstrong, who grew up in 

our congregation and is the daughter of Doug and 

Lucia Armstrong, will lead our class. Sara will 

explore with us some of the questions and struggles 

that arose out of their time in Peru. In their 10 years 

there she and her husband have experienced many 

changes in the church, culture and politics.  How do 

Presbyterians partner with a foreign church in the 

midst of such change? On a lighter note, she will 

share a few things she enjoyed about Christmas in 

Peru, including one of her favorite holiday foods. 

 

December 16—INTERGENERATIONAL CHRISTMAS FAIR: 

No Adult Education, but please join us for crafts, 

card writing, and Christmas fellowship—see below! 
 

December 23 & December 30—No Adult Education. 

Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year! 

Yuletide Feast — Friday, Dec. 7th at 6 p.m. 
 

A feast it is! Youth, we need everyone’s help that 

day, and also beforehand making Apple Hill cakes! 
 

The Yuletide Feast is the youth group’s main 

fundraiser for our trip in February. Prices are: Adults 

$18, students (6 -11 years old) $5 with 5 years old and 

under being free or a family of 5 is $40.  Call or text 

Suzanne at 712-212-4819, and invite your friends! 
 

Hanging of the Greens 

Friday, Nov. 30th at 3 p.m. 
 

We welcome all children and youth to help! Gather 

to hang our greens inside and out and then enjoy a 

warm meal together before we return to the 

sanctuary for a brief service of worship amidst our 

newly hung greens. This is a joyful time together 

with plenty of opportunity to sing Christmas carols 

as we work. All are welcome to join the party. 

Contact Cindy Weaver if you are interested in 

helping with the greens, preparing a pot of soup or 

stew, serving the meal, and/or cleaning up. 
 

FPCI Christmas Pageant—Attention all kids!  Arrive 

at 9am on Dec. 23 for our annual Christmas pageant!  

Rehearsals and parts will be cast starting Sunday, 

Dec. 2. Contact Pastor Kirianne for more info. 
 

A Christmas Carol Sunday, Dec. 2nd at 3 p.m. 
it’s free… and kids are welcome! 

 

Join us for a live storytelling interpretation with our 

very own First Presbyterian storytellers!  We will 

also have intermissions with time to enjoy home-

made treats and tea. See the Advent/Christmas 

Brochure for a better description and more info! 

Intergenerational Christmas Fair—Sunday, Dec. 16 after church! 

After Lessons and Carols, make sure you stay and make your way downstairs for this year’s Intergenera-

tional Christmas Fair and Christmas Tea in Dodds Hall.  There will be crafts for all, cards to write  

and sign to send to friends of the church, and wonderful food and tea available.   

If you wish to help, please talk to Suzanne (crafts) or Joy Mecenas (tea and cookies)! 

Sunday School and Youth: 



 

WELCOME! 
 

 

This Advent, come and celebrate!  

There’s much to do, and long to wait  
until the birth of that sweet boy  

who fills our lives with hope and joy.   

Within this page, you’ll find our calls  
to fellowship and festivals; 

So, read!  —And, maybe, be enticed 

to join with us, and welcome Christ!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Throughout Advent:  
 

Advent Devotionals:  
This  year’s Advent Devotional was prepared by 

two pastors in the PC(USA) who deal with special 

needs, and reflect on the surprising joy it brings. 

 

Art in the Narthex:  
This year our Christmas Crèche display will 

represent the congregation.  Enjoy! 

 

Poinsettias: 

Keep an eye on the bulletin  

inserts to dedicate a Christmas  

Poinsettia in the sanctuary in honor or  

memory of someone you love. 
 

Clothesline of Warmth: 
 

Help us keep out the cold for our neighbors by 

bringing in hats, scarves, mittens and coats.  All 

sizes are welcome—kids to adult plus.  Thank you 

for your direct help! 

Advent Events:  
Write these events on your calendars 

to participate in Christmas celebrations! 

 

Friday, November 30: 

 Hanging of the Greens: 
 

We will gather at 3pm to decorate our church!  

Then, stay and enjoy a potluck supper together in 

Dodds Hall and join in singing the first carols of 

the season.  *ALL* are welcome! 

 

(We would love your help in taking down the 

greens, too, after Christmas: ! 

 

Sunday, December 2: 

First Sunday of Advent. 
 with communion and lighting the first candle. 

Come enjoy the newly-decorated Sanctuary! 

 
 

New—Sunday afternoon, December 2: 
A Christmas Carol! 

 

Under the direction of Michael Dixon and producer 

Suzanne Scholten, our congregation will present this 

famous and well-loved story of Ebenezer Scrooge 

and how he came to keep Christmas.  FREE (with 

donations accepted)—3-5:30pm in Dodds Hall! 

Friday, December 7: 
Yuletide Dinner: 

 

Come for our traditional first-class Yuletide Dinner 

at 6pm in Dodds Hall.  When we go upstairs, we 

will be regaled by the wonderful music, provided by 

our friends, members of the... 
 

Cornell Chamber Singers 
 

under the direction of Stephen Spinelli! 

Tickets: Adults - $18; Kids - $5;  

Family - $40; Kids ages 5 & under - Free.   

Tickets may be purchased during Fellowship Hour, 

or call the church at 272-2800 to reserve them.  All 

proceeds go to support our youth program.   

Sunday, December 9: 

Second Sunday of Advent: 
The season grows as we prepare  

for Christ’s coming. 

 
Sunday, December 16: 

Third Sunday of Advent: 
Lessons and Carols! 

 

The music continues as we celebrate a traditional 

service of Lessons and Carols! Our wonderful 

choirs will lead us in this sweeping Biblical story, 

through the prophets to the coming of the Christ.  

With readings interspersed with seasonal music, 

Lessons and Carols is one of our favorite services 

of the year!  

 

and, after church: 

The Intergenerational 
Christmas Fair: 

 

Come to Dodds Hall, following worship, for a 

celebration time of Christmas crafts and activities, 

put on by the Christian Education committees. 

 

 

Sunday, December 23: 

Fourth Sunday of Advent: 
Children’s Christmas 

Pageant! 
 



on which we will light the candle of love.  Our 

Children will reënact the story of Christmas for us 

all, and we shall continue our Advent waiting—

for the day which is so near at hand!   

 
Christmas Joy Offering, 

 

An offering that provides clergy renewal and help 

in crisis, will  also be collected on the 4th Sunday 

of Advent, Dec. 23, in the morning. 

 

 

Now, it is finally time for... 

Christmas Eve! 
 

 

At 7pm, we will hold our 

Christmas Eve  
Candlelight 

Service. 
 

Now comes the night  

we have all been preparing for!   

Come to the church from Cayuga Street  

to see a live nativity at our front doors;  

then come to the warmth within,  

to worship God with carols, readings,  

and the amazing start of the greatest story  

ever told.  Receive the light of  

the Christ candle as we end  

the service in candlelight— 

a treat for all! 

First Presbyterian  
Church of Ithaca 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How to  
Celebrate  

Advent and  
Christmas  

with us 
 
 
 
 

Featuring: 
 

Christmas Devotionals    The Hanging  

of the Greens  “A Christmas Carol”             

performance Lessons and Carols   

the Christmas Pageant  the Yuletide Dinner  

 the Intergenerational Christmas Fair   

Christmas Eve Services  ...and more! 
For more information about any of these 

events, please contact the church office: 

272-2800 or office@firstpresithaca.org 

315 N Cayuga Street 

www.firstpresithaca.org 

 

When all this is done,  

your preparations will be  

as complete as they need  

to be.  Lighten your hearts,  

and do not worry about anything;  

Christmas is not for worry but for love.   

So enjoy, and remember,  

and give thanks, and pray: 

 

O Christ of love, be born again 

within my ready heart.  Amen. 

 

 
Whatever this year’s holy days 

may bring, receive God’s gift with praise; 

for through our days, we long to see 
a blessed new nativity— 

the birth of hope and peace, within 

this world so darkened by our sin. 
Come, raise your hopes, and lift your light; 

for love shines through this holy night. 


