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Worship Schedule for June 2019: 

Sunday, June 2, 10am:  

 The Seventh Sunday of Easter, and celebrating  

  the Ascension with Communion 

 Scripture:   Acts 1: 1-11 

 Sermon:  “Ascending.” 
 

After Church: Join us for our 

BLOCK PARTY! 
 

Monday, June 3, 3pm: 

 Communion service at Kendal. 
 

Wednesday, June 5, 2pm: 

 Communion service at Longview chapel. 
 

Sunday, June 9, 10am:  

 Day of Pentecost! 

 Scripture:  Acts 2, 1-21 

 Sermon:  “Learn to Speak.” 
 

After Church the 9th: Join us for the 

SERVICE AUCTION! 
 

Sunday, June 16, 10am:   

 Trinity Sunday 

 Scripture:  Proverbs 8: 1-4, 22-31 

 Sermon:  “Wisdom Calls Out.” 
 

Sunday, June 23, 10am:  

 The Second Sunday after Pentecost  

 Scripture:  1 Kings 19: 1-15a. 

 Sermon:  “An Encounter.” 
 

Sunday, June 30, 10am:  

 The Third Sunday after Pentecost 

 Scripture:  Psalm 77: 1-2, 11-20 

 Sermon: “Desperate.” 
 

Dear friends, 

 A few weeks ago, on a nice early Spring day, I 

parked my car in the parking lot in front of the 

church and started walking toward the church.  

Someone was in the Memorial Garden bending low 

over the ground, and I smiled and waved her way.  

In return, she waved me over with excitement and 

pointed at the paver at her feet.  “I know him!”  She 

said.  “I know this man, Hsien Wu!” 

 Her husband came over to help her explain.  

They were visiting from China, where he is a 

professor of chemistry at Shanghai University.  

They had come to the US for a wedding, and were 

now traveling around the East Coast for a bit, with 

a daylong stop in Ithaca. 

 She said I should call her Angela.  Angela was a 

scientific journalist, and had met Hsien Wu to write 

an article about his scientific work.  Seven months 

later, he had died.  It was the only interview ever 

published, she said, though his work had been 

groundbreaking: he had discovered how organic 

proteins fold in the body to create three-

dimensional shape. 

 “Christina Wu still lives here in Ithaca.  Would 

you like to meet her?” I asked.  She nodded with 

enthusiasm.  I promised I would try to contact 

Christina, and they planned to come back to the 

church later in the day. 

 But as the day wore on, I couldn’t get a hold of 

her.  When Angela and her husband returned, I 

confessed I hadn’t been able to make contact.  “But 

we could still try to see if we can find her in 

person,” I suggested, and they agreed. 

 We caravanned to Kendal.  Christina’s cottage 
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provided one answer: a handyman was hard at work 

inside, and hadn’t seen her all day.  We walked to the 

main building.  Angela’s husband and I talked about 

Chinese and American universities while Angela 

wrung her hands—this really was important to her. 

 Inside Kendal, the first place was looked was the 

library… and there was Christina, reading the 

newspaper.  Angela let the tears fall, now; she pulled 

out her phone, and started showing Christina photos 

she had taken long ago of Hsien and his family, 

including Christina herself.  They sat down in the 

library… and I, now an interloper, slipped away. 

 God works remarkable things in this world: the 

chance observation of a stone paver in a churchyard, 

halfway around the world, by a woman for whom 

even the alphabet is foreign; the chance discovery of 

just the person sought, bringing to full circle an old 

story with which the divine was not finished yet; a 

paver, waiting patiently for the right pair of eyes, and 

a writer with unflagging passion for her subjects. 

 May we all live life with eyes wide open, seeking 

the connections God forges beneath our very feet. 

 Be well, pray often, and do it all with love. 
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Announcements and Reminders 

June 16: Kirianne will discuss the Seminar on 

Wheels, and try to convey some of the thoughts 

she had and some of its impact. Its meaning 

continues to unfold.   
 

June 23:  Our fellow church member Maurice 

Haltom will lead a class on how body movement 

can enhance our sense of the holy. Maurice comes 

to us with wisdom from his profession as a mental 

health counselor together with many years of 

leading Christian worship that is enriched by 

meditation practices adapted from Tai Chi and 

other ancient traditions.  He will share stories of 

his own faith experiences and demonstrate simple 

movements that anyone can use to promote 

harmony of body, mind, and spirit.  

There will be no Adult Education during the 

summer. See you in September 

 
 

Adopt-A-Highway: 
 

We keep a section of highway clean!  Check out 

these photos of our highway cleanup! 

 

Pictured, from left: Eh Soe Taw, Eh Soe Moo, Ehler 

Somya, Annalee, Joseph, Angela, and Brad. 
 

 

Brad holding a snake that came to visit him.  No 

snakes were harmed in the taking of this photo! 

 
Disc Golf Youth Event: 

Pictured from left: (back row) Joseph, Micah, 

Valerie, Annalee.  (front row) Olivia, Shiloh, Liam, 
and Kirianne.  Not pictured: photographer Suzanne. 

 

Want to be in a picture?   

Come to our summer Youth Events! 

 

Adult Education Schedule for June 
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Announcements and Reminders 

Cares & Concerns 

In the Hospital? 
 

LET US KNOW! 

Call the church (272-2800) or 

Kirianne at 607-882-1325, or email 

the office: office@firstpresithaca.org. 

 

4 – Michael Dixon 

12 – Douglas Armstrong 

12 – Eller Sau Lee 

13 – Erika deGorter 

13 – Kazuma Furuta 

15 – Mason Patterson 

23 – Jonghaeng Yoon 

22 – Eliza Ferdinando 

23 – James Yoon 

24 – Saw Htoo 

27 – Claire Dowell 

28 – Margaret J. Thomas 

Birthdays in June 

We are “First Presbyterian Church, Ithaca 

NY.” We post pictures, reflections, and  

announcements.  Stop by! 

Like Us on Facebook! 

 

We hold in our constant prayer: 
 

Harrison Faulkner; Tom Hurst;         

Alice Kelly; Martha Mapes; Tom Scott; 

John Shortle; Connie Scott and her 

family; Bibs Warner; and all those 

who hold their concerns privately. 
 

We pray with Rick Vaughan, on the loss of his sister-in-law.   

 

Do you have a prayer concern?  Please let us know! 

We do not know when Travis-Hyde will be pile-

driving 90 piles for the new construction at the Old 

TCP Library Site across the street from the church.    
When we have information, we will publish it in 

the bulletin and on the website. 
 

We will not allow visitors into the sanctuary 
during the day at that time.   

 

We covet your prayers for our sanctuary ceiling! 

This summer, we anticipate having more 

photos and information gathered to add to our 

Church Directory!  If you would be willing to 

help take photos or information, please email 

Kirianne: kirianne@firstpresithaca.org 

Monday, June 3 at 6:30 PM 

at the Ithaca Unitarian Society.  

Join us for a service of love, faith, and inclusion as 

we pray, remember, lament, encourage, and hope 

together through reflection and song. Fellowship 

time with food and drink will follow the service. 

Participating faith communities include First Uni-

tarian Society of Ithaca, First Congregational 

Church, First Baptist Church, Congregation Tik-

kun v’Or, Temple Beth-El, St. John’s Episcopal 

Church, St. Paul’s Methodist Church, Forest Home 

Methodist Church, First Presbyterian Church, and 

more. 

Interfaith LGBTQ Pride  

Worship Service 
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                        Mission                               Deacons Corner 

Missioners Committee has endorsed sending a 

qualified team to Kenya and Ethiopia to support 

two missions, one which promotes rural educa-

tion and a second to sustain clean water installa-

tions.  The mission group will travel to the two 

sites in mid-February 2020.   

Recently James Mureithi spent a weekend in Ith-

aca as a guest of Carl Crispell and Phil and Suzy 

Courtney.  He shared stories of his ministry in 

Kenya during Adult Education, then spoke with 

Missioners Committee, and spent Monday morn-

ing with Pastor Kirianne Weaver Riehl and the 

Courtneys exploring how the Ithaca church could 

be involved in ministry in Kenya.  James works 

primarily with Urban Promise to enrich young 

people’s lives through teaching computer skills in 

rural Kenya.  Recently James hosted Carl Crispell 

and Bill Kelly, summer member of our Ithaca 

church, as they visited three Living Waters for 

the World installations in Kenya. Typically clean 

water installations are maintained by locally 

trained operators, but problems may arise which 

necessitate supplies and expertise offered by ex-

perienced installers and trainers from sponsoring 

churches.  Currently two schools and a hospital 

in Kenya need Living Waters sponsors to provide 

sustainability support.    

The project in Ethiopia has deep roots in our 

church’s mission effort.  Mary Rhodes and Tom 

Scott were instrumental in initiating education 

efforts for elementary students in rural Ethiopia.  

After visiting the site in Western Wollega Bethel 

Synod of Ethiopia in 2006, Tom and Mary raised 

funds to help build two schools in a successful 

effort to increase literacy among the youngest 

students.   Recently the schools have expanded to 

The purpose of the Deacons' Student Award is to 

encourage and assist members of our church family 

wishing to pursue their education beyond high 

school.  
 

The award is meant to supplement  the primary 

monetary resources supporting a program of higher 

education, but it can also be used for:  
 

1. Specialized training programs in the acquisi-

tion or enhancement  of a wide range of skills. 

2. Acquisition of tools or manuals directly con-

nected to the training 

3. Licensing fees 
 

The Deadline Date is coming soon:  

May 31, 2019. 
 

By this date the completed application must be in 

the church office. To get a form or further infor-

mation: 
 

First Presbyterian Church 

315 N. Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850 

Phone: 607-272-2800    

Email: office@firstpresithaca.org 

Deacons Student Award Join a team to serve with Living  
Waters for the World in Kenya & at 

the Ethiopian Rural Education  
Project (EREP) in Ethiopia in 2020 

include two more grade levels.  Our church contin-

ues to contribute funds and the project is now coor-

dinated with PC(USA) to identify and prioritize pro-

jects with the Ethiopian Rural Education Project.  In 

spite of our historic connection with the rural Ethio-

pian education project, a direct connection with 

people providing education to the young students is 

critical to understanding how we can best provide 

future support.   

Individuals with backgrounds in education, health, 

basic technology, and interest in hands-on mission 

projects should contact Pastor Kirianne, the Court-

neys, Carl Crispell, or the Missioners Committee 

(Christina Mead) for further information. Roofers at work at Cape Fear PC 
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            Finance Corner        …and…       Summer Music! 

• Expenses for the Director of Christian 

Education position:  Our Expenses total does 

not include the salary/benefits for our Director 

of Christian Education because those are 

covered by the Beischer gift, as we described at 

the Annual Meeting.  So far in 2019 we have 

used $12,115 of those funds to cover that 

position.  There remains over $370,000 in the 

Beischer funds ($352,000 in principal and 

$19,000 in accumulated interest), so we are 

easily able to cover our three-year commitment 

to that position using these funds. 

 

If you have any requests for financial information 

to be included in the Good News, please feel free 

to talk to one of the Finance Committee members, 

or email gdowell@cornell.edu 

At our Annual Meeting in January, congregation 

members asked for more transparency around 

FPC’s finances.  We (Finance Committee) agree 

that this is a great idea and will try to get more 

regular updates on the revenue/expenses, as well 

as some more discussion of balance sheet items.  

This is our first update for 2019 and it covers the 

first quarter of the year.  Next time we will update 

the balance sheet and explain how budgets and 

‘non budgeted expenses’ work at FPC. 

Notes 

• Pledges are down compared to 2018 but are 

ahead of our budgeted amount.  Stewardship 

and Finance tried to construct a conservative 

budgeting model for pledges and it appears that 

was successful. Although we note that it is 

always hard to really tell how pledges are 

doing because many people pay in ‘lumpy’ (i.e., 

irregularly spaced) installments. 

• The deficit in Other Income relative to both 

last year and the budget relates entirely to the 

ESL  program’s rent payment. We anticipate 

this will catch up soon. 

• Expenses are lower this year because early in 

2018 we experienced a major furnace repair 

expense.  Of course, with an old building like 

ours, we have learned that these expenses are 

just part of church life – we have been 

fortunate so far this year not to have incurred 

one. 

 
Jan – Mar 
2019 - actual 

Jan – Mar 
2018 

Budgeted for 
Jan – Mar 2019 

Pledge income $ 89,280 
  

$97,344 $80,504 

Other Income $17,264 
  

$22,865 $24.680 

Expenses $117,364 
 

$134,815 $129,370 

Net  $ (10,820) 
 

$(14,606)  $ (24,186) 

Calling Summer Musicians! 

In the summertime, our services are 

made beautiful by the contributions 

of our Summer musicians! 
 

Instrumentalists, singers, groups of musicians, 

friends of the congregation—all these make up our 

Summer music additions.  Contact the office if you 

would like to participate in the fun! 
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Announcements and Updates 

• Saturday, June 22 : Owimpics!  
 

 At 1pm, the Ice Cream Torch Walk commences 

and the games begin.  There comes a time in every 

human’s life when a deep desire arises to have fun, be 

creative and enjoy this life we have been given.  This 

is that time—all Owimpians welcome! 

 Where: John and Elaine Weiss’s house 

   1148 Coddington Road 

   Ithaca, NY, 14850. 

 

• Vacation Bible School: Monday through Friday, 

August 19-23 from 5-8pm. 

For this program to be successful, we need lots of 

volunteers—both adults and youth.  We offer a free 

dinner as part of our VBS, and need group leaders, 

rotation leaders and donations of items.  Keep an eye 

out later in the summer for items you could donate, 

and spread the word to anyone you think might like 

to come.  If you would like to volunteer, please reach 

out to Suzanne. 

• Thursday nights are Community Nights at First 

Presbyterian Church! 

5:30-6:30 is Yoga in the church narthex with 

Suzanne, followed by Game Night starting at 6:30pm 

in Dodds Hall. 

Upcoming in the Life of the Church: 

We have a number of special services and events 

coming in which we want to invite everyone to 

participate.  Life is better when it’s shared! 

• Sunday, June 2:  the Church’s Block Party! 

 Please plan to stay after church for our annual 

party in the park!  As with many of our church 

fellowship meals, we’ll have some planned dishes 

but it’s always great to have more to share.  Put 

the date on your calendar now, and hope for good 

weather! 

• Tuesday, June 4:  Interfaith Pride Service 

This service was begun by our church and is being 

held this year at the Unitarian Universalist Society 

in Ithaca: Tuesday June 4, at 6:30pm.  All are 

welcome to come together and show solidarity and 

Christ’s love for our LGBTQI+ community in 

Ithaca! 

• Sunday, June 9:  the Service Auction! 

 Our Service Auction is coming up again!  If 

you have a card to submit, the time is now—we 

are gathering the last cards Sunday, May 26th!  

The list of available items will be distributed at our 

Block Party, Sunday, June 2.  Have fun thinking 

about what you’d like to contribute, and help us 

raise some money to support our youth activities 

and trips! 

IthacaFest Parade! 

Please help us decorate our float for the Ithaca Festival!  The theme for the parade is “Full STEAM 

Ahead”, celebrating Ithaca’s strong connection to Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math.  We 

were nominated and our entry fee paid—so we need LOTS OF VOLUNTEERS to decorate the float, be in 

the parade, and help bring our parade-goers food and water as they line up!  Our float theme will be 

“Science is the Love of God’s Creation,” and the parade this year is on Thursday, May 30th, to kick off the 

Ithaca Fest activities for the weekend.  To participate, contact Suzanne at suzanne@firstpresithaca.org 
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      Youth and Children A Word from Cindy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vacation Bible School:  
August 19-23 from 5-8pm 

 

This free program includes dinner and is open to all 

children, and to youth as helpers.  Spread the word 

to anyone you think might like to come.  If you 

would like to volunteer, please reach out to 

Suzanne. 

 

Come to Camp Whitman: 
Thursday and Friday, July 25-26 

 

Camp Whitman is our Presbytery’s lovely and local 

overnight camp.  FPCI has reserved a cabin for our 

youth from 7 yrs old to high school students. We 

will separate age groups for activities but will come 

together for meals and at night for stories around 

the campfire.   
 

Please RSVP to Suzanne as we need signed waivers 

from Camp Whitman ahead of time.  It’s the most 

affordable camp in this area, 

and welcomes all—consider 

it for your kids or mention it 

to a friend! 
 

www.campwhitman.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the evening of Friday June 7, the Rev. Jimmie 

Hawkins, Director of the Presbyterian Church 

(USA) Office of Public Witness (OPW) will be 

spending a couple hours with us. The OPW office 

is in Washington. DC, and its mission is to 

advocate for the social witness perspectives of our 

national church by meeting with policy makers, 

writing letters, making phone calls, testifying 

before Congress, and even, in the recent case of 

Rev. Hawkins, getting arrested while taking a 

stand. 

     Come hear how the PC (USA) is working to 

“cause holy trouble” with our elected officials in 

order “translate our convictions about justice, 

peace, and freedom into reality.” Rev. Hawkins 

will offer an overview of the actions of the OPW, 

and at our request, he will also focus on the 

challenges of developing support and resources for 

those returning to the community after 

incarceration.  

     This is an unexpected and delightful 

opportunity! We will meet in Dodds Hall for this 

conversation. There is no cost to attend, although 

we will be taking a free will offering to help defray 

Rev. Hawkins’s travel expenses. Please join us from 

7-9 pm on June 7th! 

Rev. Jimmie Hawkins Visit 

Want to stay updated on Youth and Children’s news 

and events?  Sign up for the Youth and Children’s 
newsletter: go to firstpresithaca.org and let us know 

in “Contact Us”! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

2     Communion Sunday 
9am—Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

10:30am—Children’s Church  

11am—Church Block Party  

                      (Dewitt Park) 

3 

3pm—Communion Service 

(Kendal) 

6:30pm—Interfaith Pride 

Service (Unitarian 

Universalist Society) 

7pm—Deacons Meeting 

(Dodds Hall) 

4 
6:30pm—Tai Chi (Narthex) 

 

5 
2pm—Communion Service 

(Longview) 

 

6 

5:30pm—Yoga & Meditation 

(Dodds Hall) 

6:30pm—Community Game 

                 Night (Dodds Hall) 

7:30pm—Choir Rehearsal 

(Sanctuary) 

 

7 
7pm—Conversation 

with Rev. Jimmie 

Hawkins  

          (Dodds Hall) 

1    All Day—

International  

Tabletop Day 

(Dodds Hall) 
_____________ 

8 

 

9     Pentecost & Service Auction 
 

10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

11am—Fellowship Time & Service 

Auction (Dodds Hall) 

10 

5pm—Worship, Music, & 

Spiritual Life  

                   Meeting  

              (Heritage Room) 

 

11 

6:30pm—Tai Chi  

(Fireside Room) 

7:45pm—Adult Ed Meeting 

(Heritage Room) 

12 
5:15pm—Personnel  

              Committee Meeting 

(Fireside Room) 
 

13 

8:15am—B&P Meeting 

(Heritage Room) 

5:30pm—Yoga & Meditation 

(Dodds Hall) 

6:30pm—Community Game 

                 Night (Dodds Hall) 

 

14 
12pm— 

Good News  

Submission  

Deadline  

          (via e-mail) 

 

15 

 

16 Trinity Sunday  
                 & Fathers Day 
10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

11am—Fellowship Time (Narthex) 

11:20am—Adult Ed (Dodds Hall) 

17 
4pm—Memorial Service for 

Ruth Peter 

(Sanctuary) 

18 
6:30pm—Tai Chi (Narthex) 

19 
12pm—Session Materials 

Due (via e-mail) 
7pm—Finance Committee 

(Heritage Room) 
 

20  9am—Good News Mailing 

5:30pm—Yoga & Meditation 

(Dodds Hall) 

6:30pm—Community Game 

Night (Dodds Hall) 

7:30pm—JPIC Meeting 

(Heritage Room) 

 

21 

 

 

22 
 

23   2nd Sunday after Pentecost 

10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

11am—Fellowship Time (Narthex) 

11:20am—Adult Ed (Dodds Hall) 

 

 
 
 

 

24 
 

7pm—Session Meeting 

(Dodds Hall) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

25 
6:30pm—Tai Chi (Narthex) 

 

 
 

 

 

26 
 

 

 

 

 

27 
5:30pm—Yoga & Meditation 

(Dodds Hall) 

6:30pm—Community Game 

Night  

                     (Dodds Hall) 
 

28 
 
 
 
 

 

29 

30    3rd Sunday after Pentecost 

10am—Worship Service (Sanctuary) 

11am—Fellowship Time (Narthex) 

11:20am—Adult Ed (Dodds Hall) 
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