
SERMON:  “An Allegory.”  
 

“For the message about the cross is foolishness to those 

who are perishing...”   -1 Corinthians 1:18a. 
 

*  RESPONSE: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD OF GOD 
 

*  RECEIVING TITHES AND OFFERINGS.   

 One: God’s harvest is of thanksgiving and love. 

 All:  Let us return our thanks through our tithes and offerings. 
 

OFFERTORY:   “Ein feste Burge” D Buxtehude 
 

*  DOXOLOGY:  (to the tune of “All Creatures of Our God and King”) 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 

 Praise Christ, all creatures here below.  Alleluia! 

 Praise Holy Spirit evermore.   

 Praise Triune God, whom we adore.  Alleluia! 
 

*  PRAYER OF DEDICATION.   
 

*  AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:    Iona Abbey worshipbook, from South Africa. 

 It is not true that this world and its inhabitants are doomed to die 

and be lost.  This is true: that God so loved the world that he gave his 

only Son, so that everyone who believes in him shall not die but have 

everlasting life. 

 It is not true that we must accept inhumanity and discrimination, 

hunger and poverty, death and destruction.  This is true: “I have come 

that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” 

 It is not true that violence and hatred shall have the last word, 

and that war and destruction have come to stay forever.  This is true: 

for unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, in whom all 

authority shall rest, and whose name will be Prince of Peace. 

 It is not true that before we can act we have to wait for those 

who are specially gifted.  This is true: I will pour out my Spirit upon 

all people, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy. 

 

*  RESPONSE:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

PROCLAMATION OF THE WORD OF GOD 
  

CHILDREN’S TIME. 

Children who wish to go to Children’s Church can follow  

the teachers to their room.  Parents, please pick up your children  

from Children’s Church on the second floor following the service. 
 

*  HYMN #304:  “O Sing a New Song to the Lord” Gonfalon Royal 
 

TORAH READING: Numbers 21: 4b-9  139 OT 
 

THE EPISTLE:  1 Corinthians 1: 18-24   166 NT 

 One:   The Word of the Lord.  

 All:   Thanks be to God! 
 

ANTHEM:   “Shining Shore” George F. Root 

 
 

  

 

 

 It is not true that our dreams of the liberation of humanity, our 

dreams of justice and human dignity and of peace, are not meant for 

this earth and history.  This is true: the hour comes, and it is now, 

that true worshipers shall worship God in Spirit and in truth. 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FOLLOWED BY THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

 Our Father, who art in heaven; hallowed be thy name.   

  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.   

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

  and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us;  

  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  
 

*  HYMN #331:  “God of the Ages” National Hymn  
 

*  BENEDICTION. 
 

*  CHORAL AMEN. 
 

POSTLUDE:  “Canzonetta in G Major” D Buxtehude 

 

Please join us after church for Fellowship time! 

IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH: 
 

• At the end of the service:  Please join us for fellowship time after 

church in the narthex, where today we will be celebrating 

Michaela's six years with us, and wishing her and Kyle well as 

they return to Maine!  
 

• Today in Adult Education: “A Look at the Wisdom Tradition.”The 

Wisdom Tradition is a phrase often heard but rarely discussed. What 

is the Wisdom Tradition?  What books in the Bible are included, and 

what other literature is included? Why are they considered wise? 

Come join us as Cindy Weaver leads a beginning look at some parts 

of the Bible that usually leave us scratching our heads.  
 

• Monday Music Jams:  The first gathering is changed to Monday, 

September 23, at 7:30 in the choir room.  The first half will be for 

beginners.  After a short break at 8:30, music will continue till 

around 10 or 10:30!  If you’d like to join or have more questions, 

contact Suzanne Schwartz at choonja43@gmail.com.  
 

• Church Contra Dance: Wednesday, October 2 at 5:30pm.  Contra 

dancing is fun for all ages! The musicians of the Monday Music Jams 

are providing us with music, and a caller will make this a wonderful 

evening of exercise and fun.  Bring a dish to pass—we’ll have supper 

together midway through.  Friends are welcome — the more, the 

merrier! 
 

1. My days are gliding swiftly by,  

and I a pilgrim stranger,  

Would not detain them as they fly,  

Those hours of toil and danger: 

2. We’ll gird our loins, brethren dear, 

Our distant home discerning; 

Our absent Lord has left us Word, 

“Let every lamp be burning.” 

3. Should coming days be cold and dark, 

We need not cease our singing; 

That perfect rest naught can molest, 

Where golden harps are ringing.  

4. Let sorrow’s rudest tempest blow, 

Each cord on earth to sever; 

Our King says, “Come,” and there’s our home, 

For ever, O for ever. 

Refrain: For O we stand on Jordan’s strand,  

Our friends are passing over; 

And just before, the shining shore  

We may almost discover, Amen.  



*   Sitting or standing is a matter of custom and preference but not a requirement.  You  

    are invited to participate in whatever way makes you most comfortable. 

 

PREPARATION FOR THE WORD OF GOD 
 

PRELUDE:  “Magnificat primi toni”  D Buxtehude 
  

WELCOME.   Rev. Kirianne Weaver 
 

*  CALL TO WORSHIP: Psalm 98: 1-4.  Liturgist: Elmer Ewing  

One:  O sing to the Lord a new song, 

All:   for God has done marvelous things. 

One:  God’s right hand and holy arm have achieved victory. 

All:  The Lord has revealed his vindication in the sight of nations: 

One:  Steadfast love, and faithfulness to us all. 

All:  All the ends of the earth have seen this triumph. 

One:  Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! 

All:  Break forth into joyous song, and sing God’s praise. 
 

*  HYMN #33: “Praise the Lord, God’s Glory Show” Llangfair  
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:  

Ever-Patient God, we live in a fast-paced world. We expect events to 

happen where and when we want them to happen, and when they 

don’t, we complain. We become impatient waiting for what we want 

and blame you for not hearing our prayers. We believe that what we 

want is what we need, and we fail to see how you have already 

provided for us. Forgive us when we forget that your ways are not 

our ways and your time is not our time, and grant us humility as we 

seek to live our lives in service to you.  
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON.  

 One:   ...Friends, believe the good news of the gospel: 

All:     In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST: 

 One:   The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 All:    And also with you. 

WEEKLY CALENDAR 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15—13TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 9:00 am Chancel Choir rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

 9:30 am Nursery opens (until 12:30am) 

        10:00 am  Worship (Sanctuary) 

        11:00 am Fellowship Time (Narthex) 

        11:30 am     Adult Education 

    Youth Discussion (2nd floor Youth Room) 

    Children’s Choir rehearsal (Choir room) 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 
 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 
 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 

 2:00 pm Women’s Bible Study 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 

 5:30 pm Yoga & Meditation (Fireside Room) 

 6:30 pm Community Game Night (Dodds Hall) 

 7:30 pm Choir Rehearsal 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 
 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 

 9:00 am Chancel Choir rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

 9:30 am Nursery opens (until 12:30pm) 

        10:00 am  Worship (Sanctuary) 

        11:00 am Fellowship Time (Narthex) 

        11:30 am Adult Education (Dodds Hall) 

    Youth Discussion (2nd floor Youth Room) 

    Children’s Choir rehearsal (Choir room) 
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Our ushers this morning are:   

Brad McFall, John Ullberg,  

Cindy Noble, and Kathy Lipinsky. 
 

Our greeters are:  Marilyn Ewing, Janet Mara, Beth Patton 
 

The Sanctuary candle for prayer is lit for the family and friends  

of Lucile Finn, on her passing.  
 

Fellowship Time snacks are potluck—bring something to share  

anytime, and carry it out when Fellowship Time is done! 
 

The Flowers for today’s service are given by Lorraine Maxwell,  

“in honor of my grandson, Nicholas; my niece, Jamila;  

and my daughter-in-law, Gesche.” 

 

We hold in our prayers:   

Nanse Josselyn; Alice Kelly; Martha Mapes; Joy Mecenas; Kay Moore; 

Gayle Park; Libby Patton; Jean Radice; Connie Scott and family;  

John Shortle; Martha Trattel; Bibs Warner;  

and for all those who hold their concerns privately. 

• Women’s Wednesday Bible Study:  Our group meets weekly on 

Wednesdays from 2:00—3:30 p.m. in the Heritage Room. The group 

will be studying the book Believing in Jesus Christ by Leanne Van 

Dyke. Leanne is now the president of Columbia Seminary, near 

Atlanta. If you would like more information you can contact Joanne 

Bartel (jhb8562@gmail.com) and you can pick up the books in the 

church office.  
 

• We will be welcoming an intern to work with our church!  This coming 

Spring, candidate for ministry Susan Frost will be working with our 

church as an intern.  We are putting together a small group of people 

who would be willing to reflect with her on a regular basis about 

ministry and her pastoral development.  If you would be willing to 

serve in such a way, please talk to Kirianne! 

 

 

• Church Parking Lot:  Sunday mornings the parking lot is for 

churchgoers, especially those who appreciate being near the lift.  

During the rest of the week, some spots have been reserved for tenants 

and special events.  Please check with the office and mark the board 

when you are using a spot during the week. 
 

• Announcing our next small group study focus!  Parables. Presented in a 

refreshingly provocative way. Beginning with the proposition that our 

response to reading a parable should be resistance rather than 

acceptance. Join with other seekers to discuss Amy-Jill Levine’s Short 

Stories by Jesus. New schedule: 2nd and 3rd Monday evenings of the 

month, 7–8:30 PM, beginning October 14th at the church. 

Questions?  Contact Suzy Courtney (mscourtney228@gmail.com) or 

Susan Van Sickle (stvansickle@aol.com). 
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